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the follow up end of Summer letter to elected officials regariiirig; noise barriers went to the following: 

-'i The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Frank P. Casula 
Mayor 
City of Laurel 
8103 Sandy Spring Road 
Laurel MD 20707-2502 

The Honorable Brian E, Frosh 
Senate of Maryland 
Suite 800 West 
7475 Wisconsin Avenue 
BethesdaMD 20814-3202 

The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Maryland House of Delegates 
7000 Fawn Trail Court 
RockvilleMD 20817-3914 

The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 

•*- 6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The i Honorable Michael R. Gordon 
Maryland House of Delegates 
416 Hungerford Drives 
RockvilleMD 20850-4127 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

The Honorable Sharon Gtosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895'-3235 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable James M. Kelly 
• Maryland House of Delegates 

607 Fairway Drive 
Towson MD 21286-7842 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Maryland House of Delegates 
405 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
U.S.''House of Representatives 
Suitd 507 
51 Monroe Street 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Suite 100 
8 Park Center Court 
Owings Mills MD 21117-5609 

The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner 
President 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue ;' 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 
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The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr. 
Senate of Maryland 
304 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Albert R. Wynn 
Member 
U.S. House of Representatives 
407 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515-2004 



*#--./    ^«       _. .   ,-~ . Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation G^^ 
State High way A dministration David L Winstead J Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

5 
October 29, 1997 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Busch: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy.  This letter is sent to bring you up to date 
on our efforts so far. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a statewide review to 
determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.   The review is taking 
longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end of the year.  A member of our noise 
team will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410)J>45-8640. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



1 
The follow up end of Summer letter regarding noise barriers went to the following 
citizens from Charles Adams: 

Ms. Karen Cook 
Anne Arundel County Council 
P.O. Box 2700 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Mr. David W. Doar 
Ms. Marjorie S. Klein 
8225 Stone Tail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Ileana Fleishman 
8204 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr. 
2921 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Mr. Thomas Harman 
3641 Sylvan Lane 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Havrilko 
6370 Lawyers Hill Road 
ElkridgeMD 21075 

Mr. Miles M. Heater 
4614 Westhill Road 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
10700 Lady Slipper Terrace 
North Bethesda MD 20852 

Mr. David Hussong 
Ms. Amy R. Hussong 
8215 Stone Trail Drive 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Mrs. Surinder K. Juneja 
President for the Residents of 
Timberlawn South and 
Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's 
Association 
10734 Pine Haven Terrace 
N. BethesdaMD 20852 

Mr. Marvin Katz 
7506 Shadywood Road 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Kelly 
7606 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
Carderock Springs Citizens Association 
P.O. Box 34831 
Bethesda MD 20827 

Mr. Steven Landsman 
Property Manager 
Abaris Realty, Inc. 
11820 Parklawn Drive 
Suite 110 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Ms. Barbara B. Langhoff 
7511 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. Barry Malter 
7334 Heatherhill Court 
BethesdaMD  20817 

Mr. Joseph P. Martin 
7224 Longwood Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Sonja Macy McHugh 
2920 Newcastle Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
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Mr. James F. Miller 
2922 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1217 

Ms. Pom O'Neill 
10710 Pine Haven Terrace 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Mr. Roscoe R. Suddarth 
Ms. Michele R. Suddarth 
7403 Machekzie Court 
BethesdaMD 20817-4554 

Mrs. Stewart 
2518 Forest Glen Road 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Ms. Joan H. Wolf 
7005 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. Wolfgang L. Wiese 
8229 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

$ 
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.. Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Govemor 

State Highway Administration * ^^Winstead 

V Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 29, 1997 

Ms. Karen Cook 
Anne Arundel County Council 
P.O. Box 2700 
Annapolis MD  21401 

Dear Ms. Cook: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy.  This letter is sent to bring you up to date 
on our efforts so far. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a statewide review to 
determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.   The review is taking 
longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end of the year.  A member of our noise 
team will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



A•i& 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 1 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Memorandum 

TO: 

I 
,   CKO\ 

Mr. Paul ArmstrcTng 

FROM: 

er, District 5 

s, Director 

ntal Design 

DATE: November 10, 1997 

SUBJECT:     US 50/301, East of the Severn River Bridge 

Winchester Road Noise Barrier - North Side 

We have reviewed our files regarding the noise barrier analysis for the residences 
along the north side of US 50/301 adjacent to the eastern bridge approach. Specifically, 
the focus of our search was to determine why the noise barrier does not extend all the way 
to the bridge on the north side of US 50. 

The earliest assessment of noise barrier eligibility was focused on the home 
located directly adjacent to the bridge (the Carroll residence, 1738 Winchester Road). 
This home was the only dwelling in the immediate area that is in close proximity to the 
highway and that was forecast to be impacted in the design year (the other homes in the 
area; 1698, 1712, 1718, 1720, and 1740 are not forecast to have noise levels above the 
impact threshold). The Carroll home is also over 1000 feet west of the last home in the 
group of homes on Winchester Road farther to the east. Because the Carroll residence is 
isolated from the bulk of the homes along Winchester Road, it would require an 
additional 675 linear feet of noise barrier just to reach the bridge. Depending upon the 
height of the barrier, this translated into an additional cost of $134,000 to $178,600. At 
that time, the cost-per-residence limit was $40,000, and this additional cost would have 
pushed the per-residence cost for the entire north-side barrier system over $40,000. 

The deciding issue is a structural one.   Unless the barrier were extended onto the 
bridge structure, the actual noise reduction would be limited to about 3 dBA. The reason 
is that the orientation of the Carroll home is such that even if a barrier was built, the 
angular coverage of the highway would be small. The attached diagram (Exhibit 1) 
illustrates the point. Noise barriers are effective by virtue of both their height and their 
length. A tall barrier can be very effective in reducing noise, however if a receptor is 
located past the end of the barrier, a large section of highway will be unshielded and the 

My telephone number is ,  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Paul Armstrong . 
11/10/97 \ 
page 2 " 

overall affect of the barrier is severely limited. Such is the case for the Carroll home; in 
fact the most critical highway section (that which is closest to the house) would not be 
shielded at all by a barrier extension to the bridge. The only remedy to this situation is to 
continue the barrier onto the bridge (which was deemed not feasible from a structural 
standpoint). From a cost standpoint, the additional barrier length on the bridge still 
pushed the overall cost of the barrier system above $40,000. Regarding the other homes 
in the area, the potential noise reduction would also be limited, in this case, because the 
homes are located 300-500 feet or more away from the highway. In such instances, 
barrier effectiveness diminishes substantially as distance behind the barrier increases, 
making the benefits perceived by the residents marginal. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Ken 
Polcak of my staff. His telephone number is (410) 545-8601. 

Attachment 

cc:       James D. Hade / Fred Eisen / Philip Troll 

# 
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NO NEED FOR A RESPONSE RIGHT NOW (11/17/97) 

COUNCIL PRES. PRAISNER HAS RECEIVED THE OCTOBER 
29TH, FOLLOW-UP TO THE END OF SUMMER LETTER. 

JIM REVIEWING THE BALLARD REPORT 
WALL LOCATION ISSUES??? TOP OR BOTTOM OF HILL? 

ADD HIM TO THE FINAL LIST TO RECEIVE THE FINAL 
REPORT 

The Honorable Derick P. Berlage 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building .        . 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Councilmember Berlage: 

Thank you for your recent letter offering your support for the installation of noise 
barriers along 1-495 in the vicinity of the Forest Glen Park community. I'd like to bring you up 
to date on our efforts so far. 

Forest Glen Park was evaluated for a barrier in connection with the 1-495 widening 
project in 1987. Although the predicted noise levels met the definition of "impacted" under the 
guidelines then in use, it was determined that we could not design a sound barrier which would 
effectively protect this community. We are revisiting these design issues to determine whether 
any options are available that would help alleviate the noise impact on this community. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a comprehensive review of the 
1996 Noise Policy. The review is taking longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end 
of the year. A member of our noise team will contact you with the results as they become 
available. 



Again, thank you for your letter and your interest. If you need additional information on 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of our Office of 
Environmental Design, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

The Honorable Derick P. Berlage 
Montgomery County Council 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip D. Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - November 17, 1997 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\PRAI1103.PFW      11/17/97 3:54 PM 
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PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND 

\\ 

DERICK BERLA.GE 
DISTRICT 5 

Novembers, 1997 

Mr. Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

DearMtJAfflffams: 

1 would like to offer my support for the installation of noise barriers along 
l-495.a8 requested by the Forest Glen Park community. I understand the topography of 
the area poses quite a challenge, and 1 am pleased that you will be reevaluating your 
earlier findings and also incorporating the new noise policy. 

•   this community has been extremely patient in their quest for the installation of 
noise barriers and I appreciate your willingness to explore innovative solutions to this 
longstanding problem. I look forward to receiving a report on your findings. 

Thank you for your continued assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Derick P. Berlage 
Councilmember 

cc: David Winstead 
John J. Gillon, Jr. 
James F. Miller 
Senator Chris Van Hollen, Jr. 
Delegate Leon Billings 
Delegate Sharon Grosfeld 

''•' Delegate John Hurson'" 

97eoff/e((myahtfgillon   .      •:- 

STELLA B. WERNER COUNCIL BmLDING, ROCKV.LLE, MARYLAND 20850,   301/217-7967,  TTY 301/217-6505 
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MARYLAND  STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S  OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

CONTROL  #97NOV12 
LOG  DATE:11/07/97 

! 

SENDER:  BERLAGE, DERICK 

RE: NOISE BARRIERS ALONG 1-495 

[V] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S SIGNATURE 
I 

[ ] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] REPLY DIRECTLY, CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

ASSIGNED TO:  CHARLIE ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:  4A/i*/97 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

TYPED BY: ^U^Vi^ 
8 ^X&'to-sti-mp -/LL/& 

(NaroeN/" Telephone / Date) < 
RESPONSE PREPARED BY: """"    " ^ 

PROOFREAD BY: 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL: 

FOLLOW UP BY:  _____^_ DATE DUE: 

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?   [ ] YES   [ ] NO 

REMARKS:  

^^mei 

To !nV l\vv\. 

FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO 
DONNA AUSTIN,  SHA 
45-0406   FAX# (410) 333-1586 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

V 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 2, 1998 

The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo 
Maryland House of Delegates 
5561 Suffield Court 
Columbia MD  21044-2774 

Dear Delegate Bobo: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of your constituents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Davis. They were concerned about the impact of highway traffic noise on the Bradley Lane 
area of the Clemens Crossing community along US 29 in Howard County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is in the final stages of a statewide review 
to determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.   The review is 
taking longer than we hoped, but should be completed by the end of this year.  We will 
contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adam's, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446- 
5962. 

cc: 

1 Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is     410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

\ Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
\   Transportation 
•OMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -November 1, 1997 

SERIAL -- #97NOV18 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\BOB01111 .PFW      11/20/97 11:24 AM 
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,__,____,„_ ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 
ELIZABETH BOBO                                                  ILIVIUIIKIILI   

WlKH~l}'^**l 209 LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
LESiSLMWE DISTRICT IZB                                                                 6^^^^^ (d 10) 641-3205 (BALTIMORE) 

HOWARDCOUNTY                                                                           ^"^^tj^*' 1-600-492-7122 EXT. 3205 (TOLL FREE) 

                                        I_I/-Mi<rcr  OC  r^PT  Pf ATF"^ DISTRICT OFFICE: 
COMMERCE AND GOVERNMENT MATTERS                      M O U 5 t    U t      LJt.i-l=.V»M SSS, SUFF1ELO COURT 

COMMITT£C COLUMBIA, MARYLAND 21044 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 MiwaoT-asas 

November 11,1997 

Parker F. Williams 
MDOT 
State ffighway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

Dear Mr.Williams, 

Constituents of mine, Mr. and Mrs. John Davis, have forwarded to me copies of previous 
correspondence with MDOT regarding suppression of Route 29 traffic noise in the area of 
Bradley Lane. Most of this discussion took place during meetings in 1992-93. The Davis family 
has contacted my offices recently and has told my staff that the noise continues and, in fact, has 
substantially increased over the past four to five years. Please review the situation agam for me 
and provide me with suggested improvements the state might adopt that could alleviate their 
problem. 

Many thanks for your help in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

£Q:0i.iW   CniGrUS 
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MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE Ji 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE    ^ 

CONTROL #97NOV18 
LOG DATE:11/14/97 

SENDER:  BOBO, ELIZABETH 

RE: ROUTE 29 TRAFFIC NOISE IN THE AREA OF BRADLEY LANE 

[V] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S SIGNATURE 

1  f 1 PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
1 PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 

[ ] REPLY DIRECTLY, CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

* 

ASSIGNED TO:  CHARLIE ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:  11/21/97 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

RESPONSE PREg; 

TYPED BY: -Y 

PROOFREAD BY: 

;~^^r^<ie TV 
•  ^   (Wai 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL:  :  

FOLLOW UP BY: . '.  DATE DUE:   

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?   [ ] YES   [ ] NO 

REMARKS: . : . ———  

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO 
DONNA AUSTIN,  SHA 

PHONE# (410) S45-0406   FAX# (410) 333-1586 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration n 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 2, 1998 

The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo 
Maryland House of Delegates 
5561 Suffield Court 
Columbia MD  21044-2774 

Dear Delegate Bobo: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of your constituents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Davis. They were concerned about the impact of highway traffic noise on the Bradley Lane 
area of the Clemens Crossing community along US 29 in Howard County. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is in the final stages of a statewide review 
to determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.  The review is 
taking longer than we hoped, but should be completed by the end of this year.   We will 
contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446- 
5962. 

Parker Fr Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo | ^ ^ 
Page Two fP^ 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT --November 1, 1997 

SERIAL - #97NOV18 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\BOB01111.PFW      11/20/97 11:24 AM 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

$ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 30, 1997 

The Honorable W, Edward Bohrer, Jr. 
Mayor 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD 20877-2098 

Dear Mayor Bohrer: 
•. t 

This is a follow up to my response to you about highway noise along MD 124 at the 
Kentlands View Condominiums.  We have reviewed the circumstances and determined we 
are unable to assist with the purchase of storm windows and doors as you had requested. 

Your point about the relative timing of final design and the issuance of development 
permits is appreciated.  It is the date we receive approval of the environmental document, 
however, which establishes the date of public knowledge for a highway improvement project. 
Any noise-sensitive development occurring after that date is ineligible for consideration of 
noise mitigation.  In this case, the approval for the improvements to MD 124 was obtained 
prior to the approvals for the Kentlands View development. 

Again, thank you for your interest in this matter.  I recognize the residents' concern 
over noise from MD 124 and regret we are unable to give you a positive response.   If you 
have any questions or would like to discuss this further^please feel free to call me. 

Sincerely, 

%We U^U 
arker F. Williams 

Administrator 

K<  - • 

I 

My telephone number is 
(410)   545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
C«.-nnt   A^^>~--.    TOT   M~-»u   r»»l. ./»»•   O. »    .    •if.»! ... •   - 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office a" 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 10, 1997 

Mr. David B. Humpton 
City Manager 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD 20877-2098 

Dear Mr. Humpton: 

Thank you for your recent fax letter to Governor Glendening regarding MD 124 noise 
data collected at the Kentlands View Condominium in Gaithersburg.  The Governor asked 
me to respond on his behalf. 

The data suggests the current noise levels exceed the State's noise impact threshold. 
In view of this, I have asked the State Highway Administration (SHA) to review the facts 
surrounding the Kentlands situation and determine if there is any assistance which the 
Department of Transportation can provide to reduce the noise levels.  This review will be 
completed before October and we will contact you upon its completion. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, 
Environmental Design, SHA, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^^Li h/i 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway. 
Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box B755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration % s
D
e
aItL

y 
Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

The Honorable Edward Bohrer, Jr. 
Mayor 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD 20877-2098 

Dear Mayor Bohrer: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Kentlands View Condominiums and 
traffic noise from MD 124.  I have been asked by Department of Transportation Secretary 
David L. Winstead to review the facts surrounding the Kentlands situation and determine if 
there is any assistance that the Department of Transportation can provide to reduce the noise 
levels.  It is anticipated that the review will be completed this summer.   Once this review is 
completed, you will be contacted. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA's Office of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

(Parker F. Will J Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable W. Edward Bohrer, Jr. OX 
July 3, 1997 $ 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team 



Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration    ' Davidl- Winstead 

$ 

Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 30, 1997 

The Honorable W. Edward Bohrer, Jr. 
Mayor 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD 20877-2098 

Dear Mayor Bohrer: 

This is a follow up to my response to you about highway noise along MD 124 at the 
Kentlands View Condominiums.  We have reviewed the circumstances and determined we 
are unable to assist with the purchase of storm windows and doors as you had requested. 

Your point about the relative timing of final design and the issuance of development 
permits is appreciated.  It is the date we receive approval of the environmental document, 
however, which establishes the date of public knowledge for a highway improvement project. 
Any noise-sensitive development occurring after that date is ineligible for consideration of 
noise mitigation.  In this case, the approval for the improvements to MD 124 was obtained 
prior to the approvals for the Kentlands View development. 

Again, thank you for your interest in this matter.  I recognize the residents' concern 
over noise from MD 124 and regret we are unable to give you a positive response.   If you 
have any questions or would like to discuss this further-please feel free to call me. 

Sincerely,   ' 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

,„'     ,   .              .              (410)    545-0400 
My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Edward Bohrer, Jr. i] 
October 30, 1997 ' $^ 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

J Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 



9— 
Maiyland Department of Tnmsportation GZ," G'e"de''ins 

The Secretary's Office David LfWinstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

March 17, 1997 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD.21401-1991 

Dear DeleaaWBusch: 

Thank you for your letter regarding highway traffic noise in the Sturbridge 
community, located near US 50.  I can appreciate your desire to know what options, other 
than a State-funded noise barrier, may be available to mitigate the noise impact to this 
community. 

Other than a noise barrier, options to provide some relief would include screening 
with a privacy type of fence, landscaping, or a combination of the two.  Unfortunately, we 
are unable to fund fencing or landscaping for communities which do not meet our criterion 
that the community preexist the highway. We would be willing, however, to advise the 
community on appropriate plant materials. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, would be pleased to discuss the technical aspects of plantings if the 
community wants him to do so.  If you have any questions or want to schedule such a 
meeting, please feel free to call Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 



?,fe^   Maryland Department of Ttansportatibn 
Parris N. Glendtning 
Govwnor 

jry      The Secretary's Office Omiii L. Wlnttead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

February 6, 1997 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

MM" 
Dele^ie^Busch: Dear Dele 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise in the Sturbridge 
community^ocated near US 50. I appreciate the opportunity to clarify our noise policy as it 
affects this irea. 

••*''. 

One of the criteria which a community must meet in order to qualify for a noise 
barrier is that the community have predated the approval of the adjacent highway 
improvements.  During the planning of the I-97/US 50 highway improvements, an 
environmental impact analysis was conducted to determine the potential noise impact of the 
proposed construction.  At the time of this analysis, the homes in the Sturbridge community 
had not been built. 

Since the Sturbridge community did not exist, no data on existing noise levels or 
future impacts were ever developed as part of the original environmental analysis.  Noise 
levels, as demonstrated in the studies from this past Summer, are at or above the impact 
threshold in portions of the community. While it is not likely the current project would 
increase those levels, the State Highway Administration (SHA) agreed to remonitor this area 
when they complete the work along US 50 sometime late this Summer.  Unfortunately, we 
are unable to consider a State-funded noise barrier similar to those being built along US 50 
to the west, because the Sturbridge community was developed after the planning for US 50 
had been completed. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  We will let you know the results of the additional 
measurements as soon as they have been analyzed.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental 
Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Wmstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  
TTYFbrthe Deaf: (410) 885-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

% 
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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

TO: WILLIAMS 

LOG DATE:   06/06/97  /paw    SERIAL#:     7998 

DATE:   06/10/97 

FROM:     CASUIA,   FRANK P       06/03/97 

RE:   SOUND BARRIERS FOR THE ARBORY ADJACENT TO MD 
ROUTE 198. 

RESPOND  BY:   06/13/97 

rxi     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR  (Note Governor as cc) 
£   ]     REPLY DIRECTLY,   ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT,   SHOW 

CC TO  SECRETARY 
[   ]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S  SIGNATURE 
[   ]     PLEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

FOR USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

ASSIGNED TO:    C ftM? //>  Gri/JMICS 
TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:  _ 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

ttm^7 
^m/xx 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY;  
(Name / Telephone / Date) 

TYPED BY: . ;  
PROOFREAD BY: ;  

•»-*V;iY32JSr» r— JJWftfW'^'*' " 

RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
Goratiment, explaining what's bappeniog, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal 
reply: Flease fill this portion and mail back the yellow sheet to obtain an extension cm your 
reply jdeadline.) 

Name of Penon Called:  
Written follow-up will be prepared by:. 

Dale: 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
FRANKP.CASULA 

(301) 725-5300 EXT. 12i      -rt_ 
(^0)7«.«047(EWLTO.)     xru* 
(3A1) 953-96a4 (METRO) 
(410) 732-2103 (FAX) 
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*AU»*T0«   8103 SANDY SPRING ROAD 
UUREL, MARYLAND 20707-2502 

June 2,  1997 

David L. WInstead, Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
Post .Office BOX 8755 
BUI Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

Dear Secretary w. 

£ECEIVEL 
*>    • 1997 
7 ??? 

OF TRANSPORTATION 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I recently received from Ms. 
Hendra R. Dye who lives in the townhouse development, Tlae Arbory, 
adjacent to Maryland Route 198 at the intersection of Van Dusen 
Road in Laurel. 

Ms. Dye has. expressed her concerns with regard to high noise 
levels at this intersection due to the traffic- along. Route 198 and 
is requesting assistance to deter this noise via sound barriers or 
some alternative that may be effective in reducing the noise she is 
experiencing from tlie traffic. 

It would be appreciated if you could investigate the level of 
noise at the Route 198 and Van Dusen Road intersection with a 
special emphasis on its effects to the residents of the Arbory 
development on the south side. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Casula 

cc:  Mr. Ernest J. Zaccanelli, City Administrator 
Mrs. Kristie M. Mills, Deputy City Administrator 
Ms. Hendra R. Dye 

TRS/streets 
RP 



CITY OF LAUREL, MARYLAND 
LAUREL MUNICIPAL CENTER A 
8103 SANDY SPRING ROAD T 
LAUREL, MD 20707-2502 

Frank P. Casula 
Mayor 

Ernest J. Zaccanelli 
City Administrator 

TO: 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

Ztgz^L /J^J&^^-J 

FROM: '/7U^L~f J/i/std^,- 

SUBJECT: 

This transmission includes this page plus. page(s). If you do not receive 

all pages, please notify the sender as soon as possible at extension, 

MESSAGE: 2-     Jj£/^ Z     V^i/fO 4. ff> 'If 7 

• i ^U OLA /A*J**^     ;  

Telephone:     Local   (301)725-5300 Baltimore  (410)792-9047 
:FAX: Local   (301)490-5068 Baltimore  (410)792-2108 

irr^ /Tin'ON t77:CT       ;f;.nc  unr ftnT7-7f;;-nTt7: m i      • vi i -i   -n-uT-iTwnu  -nvinHi 
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May 21, 1997 

Mayor and City Council of Laurel 
8103 Sandy Spring Road 
Laurel, Maryland 20707-2502 

HtodM A Scott Dye 
15*65 Arbory Way 
Lamti. MO 20707 

JUN 0 3 hj/ '*'** 

OFFICE OF MAYOR 

Dear Mayor and City Council: 

The purpose of this letter is to express my concern about the noise 
level at the intersection. of Route 198 and Van Dusen Road and to 
solicit your assistance in finding out what can be done to minimize 
the impact of noise on Arbory residents (particularly those who 
live along Route 198 and Van Dusen). 

I have enclosed for your information news articles that have been 
written about how other comnunities were helpe/d because of I-9S 
noiee. I believe the Route 198/Van Dusen intersection is noiser 
because of the stop and go traffic as mentioned in my previous 
letter to the Arbory Board of Directors management agent in 1990. 
It goes without saying that the noise has only gotten worse as road 
improvements were made which encourages more traffic. 
Unfortunately the Board advised me that they had more pressing 
matters, to deal with and could not help, and I neglected to copy 
the Mayor or City Council at that time. 

Now that I am retired I am raising the issue again because I now 
have the time to try and use my deck. Unfortunately it is very 
distracting to try to read or talk or listen to music in the height 

, of daytime traffic (it gets a little better at night with fewer 
' trucks) . 

The first thing I would like the City to do would be to have the 
noise level at the corner measured at various times of the day 
(both weekdays and weekends), and also seasonally (summer, winter, 
etc.); compare the results to the 1-95 standards, and let me know 
what possible steps could be taken to help Arbory residents. 

Hopefully some day there will be a Van Dusen bypass which will 
alleviate some of the noise. Wishful thinking. 

Sincerely, 

Hendra R. Dye 

Enclosures 

en* A   ;nrr OM C/• CT )z.   no- unr pn 7 7-7^,1-0117: -n I •Nil -iHjT-iTwnu -nxnt-n 



J- 

Hendra & Scott Dye 
15465 Arbory Way 
Laurel, MO 20707 
March 26, 1990 

Condominium Venture 
7600.Hanover Pkwy 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 

I have been a resident here at Arbory for exactly ten years next 
.nonth. During that time I have seen tremendous growth In Laurel 
and with the growth an extreme increase In traffic. I live at the 
corner of 198 and Van Oussen and as a result of that increased traffic 
have been more and more bothered by the the noise, especially at the 
corner where the traffic light is. 

I am writing to request the assistance of the Association In finding 
out what can be done to protect this portion of our community from 
this troublesome noise. Specifically, I am requesting the Association 
to look into the possibility of noise barriers along the corner section 
of 198 & Van Oussen. This area is particularly noisey because of the 
stop"and go traffic at the light. Contributing factors to the noise 
are the eighteen-wheelers making deliveries, the construction trucks 
headed for the new home sites, the motorcycles and cars with no 
mufflers, yound kids riding around with their radios blasting, etc. 
All the Urge trucks stopping for the light have to run up and down 
all their gears. In addition, the fire house and rescue^squad will be 
moving down the street adding fire trucks and rescue vehicles to the 
list of troublesome noises. 

I know that improvements such as 1 am requesting take years to implement, 
but if we don't start doing something now we'll never have any relief. 
Any assistance you can provide in helping to solve this problem will 
be greatly appreciated. 

I'd like to hope that by the time I retire I will be able to stay home 
and enjoy the peace and quiet of my retirement without having to move 
from the Arbory. That will be in seven years. 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding what can be done to help 
us. 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

Hendra 4 Scott Dye [\ 

zrvA  ;nn-0N'C7:CT  ^.n? unr       Rm^-P'.fi^-nit?:"ni  '>tn nH^T-iTwnw -nantn 
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$-.   r   t, 

Maryland Department of Transportatm 
The Secretary's Office 

^ 

h 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September^, 1997 

The Honorable Jean B. Cryor 
Maryland House of Delegates ;     . 
219 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 ' 

Dear Del^teXiryor: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise! abatement along 1-495. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on your constituents in the communities north and 
south of Bradley Boulevard in Montgomery County. 

These communities were not eligible for a barrier as defined in our prior noise policy. 
That policy has been revised, and the State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating a 
number of communities to determine whethei they are now eligible for sound barriers.  We 
anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will contact you 
once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have aAy other questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's ipirector of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

f My lelephone number is 41(^85S-1000 

TTY For thg' Deaf: <410) sfa-l 342 

Post Office Sox 6765, Baftlmore/Washlngton mtemat^nal Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 % 
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The Honorable Jean B. Cryor 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of    u 

Transportation 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, SHA 

\ Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
J Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, SHA ' 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - September 10, 1997 

D:\CORRESPU997\DRAFTS\CRYO0827.DLW     09/10/97 2:24 PM 
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RECEIVED 
< 

Lagielstiu? Oietrict 15 
Montgomery County 

District Office: 
11700 Ambloaida Drive 

Potomac, Maryland 20854-2101 
(301)762-7993 

FAX (301) 424-7718 

AUQ    28 1997 

9013    T SBCRETART DmjgTMEN^ ^^.^ 
OE XRANSPOFffAT^P^y,,^^ 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

JEAN B. CRYOR 

August 27,1997 

Annapolis Office: 
219 Lows Hcusv Offco BuiWinfl 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 858-3052 
(410) £41-3052 

^k^ 
Mr. David instead 
Secretary \i 
Maryland Department of 

Transportadon .' • 
P.O. Box 8755 *•; 
BWI Airport, MD 2124(W)755 

. i 

Dear Secretary Wmstead: 

Seas north and sortk of Bradley Boulevad mMontgomtty CoW- 

form of noise barriers. 

Thank you for your consideratioxL 

Sincerely, 

^O^   C/W4 

^ 

H <wMrMa' Uo« rV*^-B»»»«<««* 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration I) 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 18. 1997 

The Honorable Wayne Curry 
County Executive 
Prince George's County 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro MD  20772 

Dear Mr. Curry: 

copv „fT,hhe revised tL^/n,•/ ^ff """'letter ,0 ^ »hicl> -""Ated a 

tach ot us-the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibilitv to successfully control 

u  meet wuh vc.u or memberi.of the County aaff K. discuss this is.su '.   V^vS Ir    de  mv 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Soeech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

c,     .MA!1?9 Address:  P0- Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baitimore   Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Wayne Curry 
Pace Two ? % 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meetiruz.   If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640. 

( 

'Parker F. Winiams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office i|0 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

March 21, 1997 

The Honorable Wayne K. Curry 
County Executive 
Prince George's County 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro MD 20772 

Dear County Executive Curry: 

Recently, you wrote to a number of the State elected officials from Prince George's 
County about the funding for five sound barriers.  We received copies of your letters, have 
discussed this matter with the Prince George's County Transportation Oversight Committee 
and have reviewed the points you made about the State's funding of the Lanham Station and 
Bellemeade/Landover Hills barriers. 

We agree with you the State should assume the total cbst for the Lanham Station 
project.  After further review, we found the noise impact was not addressed when the 
improvements to the I-95/US 50 interchange were planned and designed. This was an 
unfortunate oversight made by the State. Based upon this information, we have decided the 
State should bear the total cost of this project. 

In contrast, the noise impact at Bellemeade/Landover Hills was evaluated during the 
planning and design for the MD 410 project which included construction of a new 
interchange with US 50. Although there were homes which would be impacted, a sound 
barrier to protect them would have exceeded the State's cost limits.  As a result, this area did 
not qualify for a Type I (or "new construction" barrier), and none was built with the 
MD 410 project.  This community was identified as meeting the State's retrofit, or Type 11, 
sound barrier criteria, though until recently State funds for this project were not available. 
These criteria require the County to provide a 20 percent match. 

The estimated construction cost of the four sound barriers, not including Lanham 
Station is $7.3 Million.  The Prince George's County share of this total is $1.46 Million. 
Subtracting the $800,000 which the County has already secured leaves a balance of 
$660,000. We propose to proceed with the construction of all five projects through an 
agreement which would allow the County to pay back the amount of the local share above 
the $800,000 over a number of years, or have this amount deducted from local highway user 
revenues over several years during construction.  With the latter approach, the County would 
not have to provide additional up-front costs.  We anticipate the construction process could 
begin as early as the Summer of 1997. 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
® 



The Honorable Wayne K. Curry 
Page Two 

Please call State Highway Administrator Parker Williams if you would like to proceed 
with the development of the agreement to move these projects into construction. 
Mr. Williams may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Si^M.w*uteLJL 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



David L Winstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation .q        Secre,ary 

State Highway Administration H ^        Larker R Williams w
 •' • Administrator 

February IS. 1997 

The Honorable William Dennis 
County Manager 
Frederick County 
12 East Church Street 

v Winchester Hall 
Frederick MD  21701 

Dear Mr. Dennis: 

This is a follow up to Secretary Winstead's recent letter to Frederick Countv 
Commissioner Mark Hoke which transmitted a copy of the revised Maryland Department of 
Transportation, State Highway Administration (SHA) noise policy. The policy includes a 
provision about future approval and funding of Type II noise barriers.  These'"retrofit" 
barriers are built for communities which were built before the adjacent State hiahwav was 
constructed.  In the future, Type II barriers will only be considered where the local " 
jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of noise-sensitive developments in 
high-noise areas adjacent to State highways.  The purpose of this letter is to provide vou with 
a copy of the minimum requirements for control of noise at the local level and offer our 
assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  As residential developments continue to be 
approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are exposed to noise 
impacts.   We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Frederick County.   Each 
of us-the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to successfully control hiehway 
noise.   We are committed to working with you to determine if effective noise barriers are 
feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy. 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier elitzibilitv. we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore askin" 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide any* 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policy and to help vou establish local' 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policy. 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for ImpaireC Hearing or Speech 
1 -8(30-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  - Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable William Dennis 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting   If vou have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Office of District Engineer 
State Highway Administration 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

July 2, 1997 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Barbara Frush 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
Senate of Maryland 
116 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator and Delegate: 

This is a follow-up to your request for a review of the highway noise experienced by the 
Powder Mills Estates community in which Mr. Harold Dorfman lives. 

There are a number of communities similar to Powder Mills Estates that are being 
evaluated to determine if they meet the revised criteria for a noise barrier. It is anticipated that we 
will have more information to share by the end of this summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding matter, please feel 
free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Charlie K. Watkins 
District Engineer 

CKW:ljb 
cc:       Mr. Harold Dorfman 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 513 7311  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Barbara Frush 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
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MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SENATOR ARTHUR DORMAN 

DELEGATE PAULINE H. MENES 

UELCGATP JIM ROSAPEPE 

DELEGATE BARDARA FRUBH 

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT DELEGATION 

May 22,   1997 

REPLY TO: 

GRACE MARY BRADY 

RIST DISTRICT OF.LtGATION 

2IO LOWU OFFICE BUILDING 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND   M40I-I9P1 

WASHINGTON I INE (SOI I 05B-SI 1J 

ANNAPOLIS LINL (4IO) 841-3114 

Mr. Charley Watkins, District Engineer 
State Highway Administration 
93 00 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, MD  20770 

Dear Mr. Watkins: 

A constituent of ours Harold Dorfman, 1100 Cherry Hill Road, 
purchased his home years prior to the construction of 1-95. Now he 
suffers from the noise generated by the traffic to a level of 70 
decibels for almost 24 hours per day. 

The State Highway Administration has been out to see his 
property in past years and to measure the noise level You 
therefore should have records available with all needed details. 

Knowing of the recent changes you have made on the criteria 
for noise relief, we are asking you to again review the subpect 
property to see if you could offer this long term resident of 
District 21 with some noise relief. 

We would appreciate your assistarice in this matter. 

Sincerely youirs, 

£2/ jtX. 
Art Dorman 

Jiny Rosapepe ' / 
De/egate 

cc:  Harold Dorfman 

v' K&f 
Pauline H. Menes 
Delegate 

Barbara Frush 
Delegate 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration \f\f 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 18, 1997 

The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan 
County Executive 
Montgomery County 
2nd Floor 
101 Monroe Street 
Rockville MD  20850 

Dear Mr. Duncan: 

This is a follow up to Secretary. Winstead's recent letter to you which transmitted a 
copy of the revised Maryland Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration 
(SHA  noise policy.  The policy includes a provision about future approval and fundina of 
Type II no.se barriers. These "retrofit" barriers are built for communities which were built 
before the adjacent State highway was constructed.   In the future. Tvpe II barriers will onlv 
^considered where the local jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of' 
noise-sensitive developments in high-noise areas adjacent to State highways.  The purpose of 
this letter is to provide you with a copy of the minimum requirement for control of noise at 
the local level and offer our assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  As residential developments continue to be 
approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are exposed to noise 
impacts.  We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Montsomery Countv 
bach ot us-the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to successfully control   ' 
highway no.se.   We are committed to working with you to determine if effective noise 
barriers are feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy. 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier eligibilitv, we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore askln- 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide anv = 

assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policy and to help vou establish local 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policy. 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan 
Pa»e Two tl? 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Env.ronmenta. Des.gn. will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting    f vo   hi 
any questions m the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640.      ' 

Since re fv" 

'arkeri*. Wil 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 
The Honorable David L Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

cc: 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration ft 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 18. 1997 

The Honorable Charles I. Ecker 
County Executive 
Howard County 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD  21043 

Dear Mr. Ecker: 

This is a follow up to Secretary Winstead's recent letter to vou which transmitted a 
copy of the revised Maryland Department of Transportation, State Highwav Administration 
(SHA  noise policy.  The policy includes a provision about future approval and funding of 
Type II no.se barriers. These "retrofit" barriers are built for communities which were built 
betore the adjacent State highway was constructed.   In the future. Tvpe II barriers will onlv 
be considered where the local jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of' 
noise-sensitive developments in high-noise areas adjacent to State highways.  The purpose of 
this letter is to provide you with a copy of the minimum requirement for control of noise at 
the local level and offer our assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  As residential developments continue to be 
approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are exposed to noise 
impacts.   We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Howard Countv   Each 
ot us»the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to successfully control highway 
noise.   We are committed to working with you to determine if effective noise barriers are 
feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy. 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier elinibilitv we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore asking 
to meet w.th you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide an/ 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policy and to help vou establish local' 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policv. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland ReMy Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Charles I. Ecker / Q 
Page Two ^ 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental-Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely;^' 

'illiams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director. SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary. Maryland Department of 
Transportation 
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November 10, 1997 s> 
The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12147 Faulkner Drive 
Owings Mills MD 21117 

Dear Delegate Finifter: 

Thank you for your recent letter to our Environmental Design Director, Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, on behalf of Ms. Carol Salganik. A representative from the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) Office of Environmental Design contacted Ms. Salganik to determine 
what her concern was and how we might be of assistance. 

Ms. Salganik lives at 8124 Greenspring Valley Road in the McDonogh Township area 
of Baltimore County, just adjacent to 1-795. Tax records indicate this community was 
constructed between 1988 and 1990, after the construction of 1-795. The date criterion as 
defined in our noise abatement policy only allows for consideration of mitigation for 
communities where the homes were constructed prior to the highway. The McDonogh 
Township community does not meet this basic criteria and is therefore ineligible for sound 
barriers 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in this issue. I regret that we cannot 
provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
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The Honorable Michael J. Finifter ^J^ 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecture Secretary, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - October 27, 1997 
Serial #NAT-FINIFTER/BRUMMEL 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FINI1024.PFW      11/10/97 4:42 PM 

I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your 
constituents, and I appreciate the opportunity to respond to your request to investigate Ms. 
Salganik's inquiry. 



HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
MICHAEL J. FlNIFTER 

DISTRICT I t 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FAIR PRACTICES 

.\ I   OCT 2 i 1997 

\li  

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

306A LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(410) 841-3342 
FAX (410) 841-3379 

DISTRICT ADDRESS: 

12147 FAULKNER DRIVE 
OWINGS MILLS, MARYLAND 21 I 17 

(410) 654-0717 
FAX (4 lO) 494-033 1 

Wednesday, October 22, 1997 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director j 
State Highway Administration • / 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert Street | 
Baltimore, MD 21202 •; 

Dear Mr. Adams: • 

I received a request from my constituent, Carol Salganik, regarding sound 
barriers along Rt. 795. I would appreciate your looking into this request and 
letting me know your findings. i 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Finifter 
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Maryland Department of Transportatiori 
State Highway Administration \ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 30, 1997 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter i 
Maryland House of Delegates ' 
12147 Faulkner Drive I 
Owings Mills MD 21117-1261       • . , 

i. 

Dear Delegate Finifter: i 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles Adams regarding sound barriers for the 
Timonium-Lutherville area along 1-83 in Baltimore County. Over the years, we have received 
complaints about the level of noise adjacent to 1-83 from a number of the communities along I- 
83 south of Timonium Road. ; 

t 
Under our first noise policy, these communities |did not meet the requirements for a 

sound barrier.  In December 1996, a revised policy was adopted, a copy of which is enclosed 
for your information.  We are now re-evaluating numerous communities to determine if sound 
barriers may be warranted under the revised policy. Those communities along the lower portion 
of 1-83 are a part of this re-evaluation.   This work should be completed by the end of the 
Summer.  Once we have finished, we will contact you with the results of our analyses of the I- 
83 corridor. t 

Again, thank you for your letter.   If you need Additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640. I 

jneerSlyT"^ 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is i  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Tpll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
July 30, 1997 
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bcc:   ^r^Jaffl^Hadgrffoise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
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October 27, 1997 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12147 Faulkner Drive 
Owings Mills MD 21117 

Dear Delegate Finifter: 

Thank you for your recent letter to our Environmental Design Director, Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, regarding noise issues along 1-83 on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Brummel of #20 
Arveme Court in Baltimore County. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise 
on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents, and I appreciate the opportunity to update 
you on the subject of sound barriers for the Mays Chapel community. 

Please find enclosed a copy of Mr. Adams's letter of October 28, in response to Mr. 
and Mrs. Brummel's original October 9 inquiry. Unfortunately the Mays Chapel community 
does not meet the basic date criteria of our noise policy and is therefore ineligible for sound 
barriers 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of our Office of Environmental Design, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
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The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
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bcc:     Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecture Secretary, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 27, 1997 
Serial #NAT-FINIFTER/BRUMMEL 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FINI1022.PFW     10/27/97 3:50 PM 



October 27, 1997 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12147 Faulkner Drive 
Owings Mills MD 21117 

Dear Delegate Finifter: 

Thank you for your recent letter to our Environmental Design Director, Mr. Charles 
B. Adams, regarding noise issues along 1-83 on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Brummel of #20 
Arveme Court in Baltimore County. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise 
on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents, and I appreciate the opportunity to update 
you on the subject of sound barriers for the Mays Chapel community. 

The date criterion as defined in our sound barrier policy only allows for consideration 
of mitigation for communities where the homes were constructed prior to the highway. The 
Mays Chapel community does not meet this basic criteria and is therefore ineligible for sound 
barriers. The emphasis of our sound barrier policy is that local government is responsible for 
addressing highway noise when reviewing proposals for a new noise sensitive development. 
While I certainly understand Mr. and Mrs. Brummel's concerns, the date criteria is a basic 
requirement of our noise policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in this issue. I regret that we cannot 
provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 



"l 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
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bcc:     Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecture Secretary, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - October 27, 1997 
Serial #NAT-FINIFTER/BRUMMEL 

E:\CORRESP\1997\FINI1022.PFW     10/27/97 11:18 AM 
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RECEIVED 
OCT 2 0 1997 

BY:  

Eugene R. and Rose M. Bmmmel 
20 Arveme Court, Timonium, MD 21093 
9 October 1997 

Delegate Mike Finifter 
Suite 306 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Finifter: 

This is to request your assistance in encouraging construction at the earliest possible time by the 
Maryland Department of Transportation (MDDOT) of an adequate noise barrier wall addition to 
run northerly of Timonium Road along the western side of 1-83 (the Baltimore/Harrisburg 
Expressway) in Baltimore County. This location is approximately between 1-83 EXITS 16 and 17 
where the highway borders town homes and apartments in Mays Chapel Village. 

We are owner-occupants in one of the 69 brick town houses located in Section 2 of Mays Chapel 
Village. We are located on Lot 69 approximately 300 feet west of the travel lanes of 1-83, at the 
most westerly of a group of 8 homes, shown on a copy of the subdivision plat (attached 
herewith). We and our neighbors suffer more or less continuously from high automobile and 
truck traffic-noise levels, that evidently have increased. Northerly from our south lot line (if 
extended easterly to 1-83 right-of-way) for a distance of about 300 feet there is a gap in the 
existing earth-berm. No berm or wall was constructed in this 300' strip by the contractor who 
originally built the Mays Chapel homes, nor by the highway department. Ground elevation is 
below the pavement of 1-83 and only a thin line of trees separates the houses from highway 
traffic. Our rear yard area is most exposed to this part of the highway. Our first and second floor 
deck doors also the third floor windows must be kept closed, otherwise traffic sounds interfere 
with normal conversations in the living space inside the house. The patio and second-floor deck 
areas are essentially useless because traffic noise from 1-83 interrupts normal conversations. 
(How could the contractor have been issued a building permit that allowed this gap in the existing 
berm? Or, was there no enforcement? Nevertheless, due perhaps to its small size, th£ existing 
earthen berm covered with planted trees that runs north and south of this "gap" seems to be 
ineffective as a noise barrier. Some of the trees on it also may have died this year. Noise levels 
are very noticeable almost anywhere west of the earth berm, compared with locations west of the 
wall that was built southerly from the Pinewood School grounds). 

Any effort made by you to alleviate this problem will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Srummel \ igene. 

Rose M. Brummel 



MICHAEL J. FINIFTER 

DISTRICT 1 I 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FAIR PRACTICES 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

306A LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(410)841-3342 
FAX (410) 841-3379 

DISTRICT ADDRESS: 

12147 FAULKNER DRIVE 

OWINGS MILLS, MARYLAND 21117 

(410) 654-0717 
FAX (410) 494-0331 

Wednesday, October 22, 1997 

Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Director 
State Highway Administration 
Office of Environmental Design 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I received the enclosed a letter from my constituents, Eugene and Rose 
Brummel, regarding sound barriers along I-83 between Exits 16 and 17, 
specifically where the highway borders townhomes and apartments in Mays 
Chapel Village. I would appreciate your looking into this request and letting me 
know your findings. 

Thank you. f- 

Sincerely 

Michael J. Finifter 

• 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

December 2, 1997 
0 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville MD 21029-1225 

The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Maryland House of Delegates 
411 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegates Flanagan and Kittleman: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Neil Pedersen regarding the concern of your 
constituent, Mr. Joshua Heltzer, about noise abatement issues along MD 32. Mr. Heltzer's 
letter expressed concerns about possible imprecise forecasting of traffic volumes and related 
issues. 

Mr. Heltzer recently wrote to Governor Glendening about this issue and enclosed a 
petition from members of the River Hill community. Secretary Winstead is preparing a 
response on the Governor's behalf, and I have asked the Secretary to copy you with his reply. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environ- 
mental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

cc: 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Patricia Anne Faulkner, Member, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Christopher McCabe, Senate of Maryland 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

My telephone number is     410-545-0400  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Robert L. Flanagan 
The Honorable Robert H. Kittleman 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Dale Hilliard, Special Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation (cross reference to SER 7497) 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation (cross reference to SER 7497) 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 

Highway Administration 
\Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of Transportation (cross 
\ reference to SER. 7497) 

^•Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Ms. Judy Weeks, Correspondence Team, Maryland Department of Transportation 
(cross reference with SER. 7497) 
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  Parris N. Glendening 
Q Marytand Department of TmspbrtXion j        ^Wi„stMd 
••"•-'•'•*-"»    -nie Secretary's Office |g Secretory 

JohnD. Poreari 
Deputy Secreta^ 

^' 

September 23, 1997 

The Honorable Robert Frank 
Maryland House of Delegates 
15 Sunny King Drive 
Reisterstown MD 21136:6143 

Dear Delega 

Thank you for your continuing interest and recent letter regarding the State Highway 
Administration's (SHA) comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy. We are m the final 
staees of our statewide review to determine those communities that may be eligible tor a 
sound barrier under our new policy. The review is taking longer than hoped but should be 
completed this Fall.  An SHA representative will contact you with the results as they become 

available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions or would like to 
discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles^Adams, SHA s 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary. 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My tslephor^ number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For this Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post OHiea Box 6755. Baltimore/WashingWn Intemdional Airport, Maiyland 21240-0755 



• 

The Honorable Robert Frank 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway     r 
Administration j^' t  r 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation , . 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Mr James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District 4 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

I Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA '   .... 
I Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, SHA ',' 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT--September 10, 1997 

D:\CdRRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FRAN0826.DLWi    09/11/97 11:30 AM ;; 
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ROBERT L. FRANK 

ECONOMIC »«ATTBI»« COMMiTTta 

bnePasc 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOUS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

August 26,1997 

fiiaTRICT 11 

BALTIMORE COUKTf OELEflATlON 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

306 LOWE MOUSE OFFICC BUILDINO 
AMNAPOUS. KUkKTVAMO X1*0»-« "• • 

(4le> 0414942 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

iwMAn5 

% 

fcavid L- Winstead. Secieiaiy 
Macyland State Department of 
Transportation. 

BWlS^5 M^1^ 21240-0755 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

%^ the s^s on this as soon as possible. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain. 

Sincerely. 

/* 
Robert L. Frank 

cc- M. Barry Yalovitz, Property Manager 
Metro Property Mangemenr, Inc. 



Parris N. Glendening 
MWMKMM •wmKMM am-m   a-*w=m~mrzM M.M i Kw-za MM    M MM     M M^mMM^^w MT mrMZMMMW^awM Matyland Departmeht of Transportation , Governor 
The Secretary's Office r^h David L. Winstead 

L Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 22, 1997 

The Honorable Robert Frank 
Maryland House of Delegates 
15 Sunny King Drive 
Reisterstown MD 21136-6143 

Dear DeleflafeTrank: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers along 1-83 in Baltimore 
County.  In particular you are concerned with future plans for noise abatement walls for the 
citizens of the Mays Chapel community. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
positive steps to improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both 
for today and in the future.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating 
a number of communities that experience traffic noise similar to Mays Chapel.  Once these 
analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise 
barriers are warranted.  We anticipate this review will be concluded by the end of this 
Summer and we will share the results with you as soon as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any other questions or concerns on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

DavfilL. Winstead Davf 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- oOJ-HMJ 

TTY For the Deaf; (410) 865-1343 

Post Office Box 8755, Battimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable Robert Frank 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Petty,, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
[MTrPhffip^rro$ Noise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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RECEIVED 
«U. JJ W7 

^ 

ROBERT U. FRANK 

Vice CHAMMAN 
ociewcA a tcenMOUMT ovBco»i(*iTree 

6CONOMIC MATTKH* COMHirnSB 
Squill 

RobaQWfiflktt hwnn «n» ITIH.IB 
gaatftcs 

OR TRANSPORTATfON 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES D.«T«,CT,. 
ANNAPOLIS,MARYLAND 2140M991 uH«H»immr****** 

July 8.1997 
ANNAPOLIS OFPiee: 

300 LOWE MOUSK OffiCt SUlkDINa 
ANNAPOUS, MARYLAND aUOj.1091 

<4IO) 041-3342 
I 

DIBTHICT OPPICK! 

(4IO)faC4030 

Secretary David L. Winstead 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Secretary Winstead; 

I recently received a request ftom constituents of mine who live in the Mays Ghapel area 
of Baltimore County. They have constantly been annoyed hy the loud traffic noises over the past 
seven years on Ml I would appreciate it if ypu would let me know if there is a future plan for 
a sound barrier to be erected along Interstate 83 in the above-mentioned area?       it 

Thanking you in advance, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

BUtadWfnfiMtfB 

^m 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

October 30, 1997 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
16th District Delegation 
202 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater, and Kopp: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wung regarding 
a sound barrier in the vicinity of 1-495 and 1-270.  Recently, I responded to the Wungs on 
behalf of Governor Glendening.  I am enclosing a copy of that response. 

Again, thank you for bringing this issue to our attention.   As we discussed at our 
October 17 meeting, decisions on the funding for new sound barriers will be made as the 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) is finalized between now and next Spring.  If 
you have any questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)-, 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
:Mr. Pfiilip"Troll,"Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charles Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 2, 1997 -- Serial #9305 

ATTN: Sherry Varner - Replaces Serial #97SEP37 -- Same letter to Parker Williams 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FROS0929.DLW      00/00/00 0:00 AM 
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DECEIVED 

QF TRANSPORTATION 

MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
BHflPBBNTH DieTBICT OBLSCATION 

Septem&cr 23,1^97 

14 »> 

IBTN DISTRICT OCLSSATlON 
'   sea SEM&TB BpnesBUtkBiNA 
AKNAMUS. HAOnAWD fti«ai.i •• I 

SENATOB BBiAM FRO** 
Detxc*re 6IL>MT J. peNN 

OEbSCtTS MAAIUTN aOLfeWATER 
OELECATS NAKCT K. fCOP*" 

Secreta^ r^'_. vtf nstrad 
Departmerr^af Transportation 
PO Box 6746 
BWI Airport* MD 21240-0755 

Dear David!   . 

' we have me** ^^^^^^MSS^^ 
from our cqMffluents, Mr. and ^ "^^^IXS/art lira We ere aretousfcr 

David ca ppfcaed remediaaons. 

.Sinpassly. 

Brian E. Fewh 
^ 

Gilbert J.Gonn Mamyn Gddwsrter Nancy K-Kopp ^ 

iKKfcs 
IWflosi 

t 
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K&RXXA29I3 DSPAROISNT OF TRANSPORTATION ' 
THE ,SECRH»!«'S WICEM-_v<y6MAT 

REQUEST FOB PBEMRATION OF CORRSSPOSCBaCL 

TO: WILLIAMS 

ESOK:     ,        . 09/39/97 

RE: >»—ATO Hl^1'    W"M'" ftW" T W* 

LQG DATE:  09/30/9?  /rlo    S2RIAL#:     9305 

DATE:   10/03/97 

RESPOND &Y:   10/09/37 

TXJ PRISPARS RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATORE 
r   1 PSU3PASS SSSPOHSE TOR SECRETARY'S 3ISNATUB2 OS BZAtOr OF 

' GO^^^OR (Nota Governor as ce) 
[   3 ;RS;i'^ DISBCTLY,  ACJOJOWLBDOIBO SSCRSTARY'S RECBT?!,   SHOW 

CC TO SECRECARY 
r   ] PREPARE 8SSF0NSS FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[   ] PLEA5E HANDLE AS. APPROPRIATE   ' 

FORUSEEYSESPONSEBLEUNIT 

ASSIGNED TO:        LUt^ SAXE: IdS ^7 
TO BE RBTURNBD TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:   /n-7JT/ 
SPECIAL INSTRUCHONS: 

BESPQI^S PREPARED BY: 

TVPED BY:  
PROOFBBADBY: 

(Name/ 

EECORDOFl>rn2aMI^LEPHONEKESPCNSE 
i   <   %.' i '   •# 

(You can- buy youxsdf some additional lime in prcpariag a wiioezL rqdy by telephoning the 
eeasdcbdit, explaining what's happening, awl indiea&i? when he/she may fiSpect a formal, 
reply.: Plfiase.fiU-this -portion and nail bade tjia yellbvir.sbciet to obtain aft extta&sn on' your 
aqply dpadjine.) .   .. 

Namcoffftrson Called: _11-^^-.1M 

Written fdllow-up will be prepared by:. 
Date: 

t 
D-TSO-002 
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MARYLAND  GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SENATOR BRIAN FROSH 

DELEGATE GLLSERT J. GENN 

DELEGATE MARILYN GOLDWATER 

DELECATE NANCY K. KOPP 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT DELEGATION 

September 29,1997 

REPLY To: 
t6TH DISTRICT DELEGATION 

208 SENATE OFCICE DUlLDINS 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1901 

WASHINGTON LINE (301)836-3124 
ANNAPOLIS UNE (.ilO) BAI-312"1 

Mr. Parker Williams 
Administrator 
SHA 
707 No. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Parker: 

We have received the enclosed copy of correspondence to Governor Glendening 
from our constituents, Mr. and Mrs. Michad Ming. As yojjojn mm, they ^^^ 
about the noise levels in their vicinity coming from the Beltway and I-270. We are anxiously 
tatg the riults of the noise triangle study and look fonvard to meetng wth you and 
David on proposed remediations. 

This is a very urgent situation in our District and we believe that the Wungs have 
accuracy eipreS the deleterious impact on the quality of life for residents and y.srtors to 
the?££a^S to this intestate highways. We look fonvard to heanng from you as soon 

as possible. 

Sincerely, 

/_ ^  Ki>sUk.n n^M^tniar IMancv Gilbert J. Genn Marilyn Goldwater Nancy K. Kopp 

BEF/GJG/MG/NKK/lcs 
Enclosure 

t 
33iiic ".^"vvio:::^^ 

52 .'2 K!d 0£d3SiS 
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The Hoaossbfc ?&& S. GisadealBg 

Stale Hosss 

Annapoaa, Miiyland 21401 

Michelle & Mlchad Wung 
1228 Ansai Drive 
Betheadfl, MD 20817 

Dear Goveracr GZeadeniag, 

Re: Noise BMIIOT to tite vldnity of U9S and 1-270 

Th* noise and air poButloa^onr fendly la «ffaring firom ««^ ^ *• ,I?J ^TL .- 
^S^fJSmtteSSwtoriof iSsftmelgbt LuwIDtwdve lanw and the-Jm* cf 
^%«A1 S^etoat the back of and beside our house leares os no choice bia 

U bSmtegtocreariiig dlfllcoU tor our tofly to lead a nonnallife. 

caam mjoy «ir landuaiad jn*>£^J?J£T°£ "come, mr chfldm. <«.* 

the two or us caanoi MWP »» "«»j» ----««,   « u sinralv Intolerable. The noise Is 

sleep. 

house and this tax Is jolng up every year. Reasoname mo uu tJTJecreasliig 
W»i sura you will agree it is ridtatous tom^JZ*•£„   "* flecreaiWI* 
^SS ^Sfc and property value ^ are and will be eapertendng. 

^Te be cgattaae) 



_   .   ......  rtA4<   •   u-yu-u'/   •   a. i awn  i ....... 
5ENSEP 30  '97    02:37PM SHPl ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 1586 P.A/A 

« 

• 

^tot^iiateaiuithewiBiiowliwfcrmio *> beoiBe this to our c^r h(«e 
wH*S«£wd are writing to you hoping that you will ^waUiliewithuswddo 
•^tf^STy^f power toffrt ite noto atatomait baitten project approved and 
^ s^^r^e rSy Mrf this note harriers -f^^^^ 
££ SJ^S MdoTcenied about the growth and wdl being of wr heloTed chDdren. 

We will be more than happy to have you eome to our house to «* and hear foryounelf 
what we hate been going through. It is torture 

We thank you for your time and condtoation. ^^S^iSS^mmx 
whatwecandoinwchastaiailoiL And w« ars forwer grateful If you can neip ui ou 
by any means. 

Sincerely, 

1 
Michelle & Michael Wung 
Homeowners of 7228 Annat Drive 

September 24,1997 

C.C. Brian E. Frosh 
Gilbert J. Genn 
Marilyn Goldwattr 
Nancy K. Kopp 



• 

Senator Brian E. Frosh /<%//loLX   dftf ^/^W^ 
Delegate Gilbert J. Genn J    '     ' 
delegate Marilyn Goldwater 
Delegate Nancy K. Kopp 
16th District Delegation 
202 Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 -3124 

Dear Senator and Delegates: 

Thank you for your letter of March 25, regarding Mr. Philip Hertz E-Mail inquiry about 
noise barriers along 1-270 in Montgomery County. I apologize for the delay in responding to you 
about your constituents concern.- 

Please find enclosed a copy of our response to.Mr. Hertz's March 24 correspondence. 
We will continue to be in contact with Mr. Hertz to keep him informed. 

Again, thank for your interest in this matter. If you should have any other, questions or 
concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. James Hade of State 
Highway Administration's Noise Abatement Team at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 



<i\ 
Drafted by Philip Troll, July 2, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\FROS0325.CBA 
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I !li\l m?^ HI Hi 

ID   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
SIXTEENTH DISTRICT DELEGATION 

March 25, 1997 

REPLY To: 
16TH DISTRICT DELEGATION 

202 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2 1401-1 99 ! 

WASHINGTON LINE (30 I )858-3 I 24 
ANNAPOLIS LINE 1410) 841-3124 

Mr. Charles Adams 
m: i  
L-IIICOIVJI 

Environmental Design 
OUA 

707 North Calvert Street 

Dear Charlie: 

We have received the enclosed e-mail from our constituent, Mr. Philip Hertz. As you 
WWKrf     1  IW     11 I\^14!I V*W     C4l^^b4L    »-*     I  tWIi-fW     MCtl  I  l»-*t      lit     I  M*J     IIV^I^IIWWlll^W^. Ill     MWWlltlWII     IIW     I W«-( MV^WVW     l4Wt4lklWl  lUtl 

plantings to replace the foliage that was removed during a recent clean-up project. Would you 
•-tlstfts^yN   lsts>*Lr   #»^**%   *l*I«"»   •^^*^**/^r   /^r**J   J-H-^SI #t«-J>^   i •**   i>fi+kt    #^   ^/^a^/^i^ 
k/IV*C40\-*   l\^V/I\   IlltV   tl HO   IMC<itWI    &4IIV4    ^flWVIUW   V40   VVIV1I   C4   IW^fV/IV. 

Thanks for your efforts to preserve the quality of life for those in District 16 living in the 

Sincerely, 

IYUIOC   iiiaiiyic 

Brian E. Frosh 

it 
/ Gilbert J. Genn Marilyn Goidwater Nancy K. Kopp 

BEF/GJG/MG/NKK/lcs 
iv^i^/^^wai * 



July 3, 1997 

Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
10700 Lady Slipper Terrace 
North Bethesda MD 20852 

Dear Mr. Hertz 

Thank you for your E-Mail that was forwarded to us from Senator Frosh's office 
regarding noise barriers along 1-270, near Old Georgetown Road, in Montgomery County. I 
apologize for the delay in responding to your concerns about the traffic noise impact on you and 
your community. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
positive steps to improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both for 
today and in the future. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a 
number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Timberlawn. Once these 
analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise 
barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be concluded by the 
end of this summer and we will share the results with you as soon as they become available. 

Again, thank for your interest and your E-Mail. If you should have any other questions, 
comments or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. James Hade of 
State Highway Administration's Noise Abatement Team at (410) 545-8599. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       The Honorable Brian E. Frosh, Member, Senate of Maryland 
James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 



^ 

bcc:     Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 2, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\HERT0324.CBA07/02/97 5:28 PM 
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From Heftz.Philip@pbgc.gov Thu Apr 3 22:01:57 1997 
Date: Thu, 03 Apr 1997 15:06:03 -0500 
From: Hertz Philip <Hertz.Philip@pbgc.gov> 
To: James Hade <jhade@mail.bcpl.lib.md.us> 
Subject: RE: Landscaping along 1270 

Mr. Hade: 

Below is one of the E-mail message I sent regarding the landscaping. The noise level 
due to the reduced shrubbery is significantly higher than it had been. And friends are 
commenting for the first time since we moved in that they can see 270 from our house ~ 
confirming our own impressions. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Philip Hertz 

"Dear Delegate Kopp: 

I am a resident of North Bethesda who lives near the 1-270 spur that runs past Old 
Georgetown Road and links with the Beltway at Wisconsin Avenue.  Until recently, the 
noise and lights of the road were obscured by shrubs and undergrowth that coexisted in 
the wooded area that separated my development from 1-270.  Recently, clean-up of the 
woods has occurred and for the first time we can not only hear 270, but see the traffic on 
the road. This change has been confirmed by friends who say they are noticing 270 for 
the first time since I moved to my house. While I appreciate the clean-up, I would much 
prefer not to see the traffic on the highway. 

I would appreciate any assistance you could provide to either have more shrubs and 
trees planted or preferably to have sound barriers constructed to diminish the intrusion the 
road makes on my house. I note that the master plan for North Bethesda commits to such 
construction and that similar sound barriers are being built on the Beltway between Old 
Georgetown and River Roads. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance as well as any advice on who else I should 
contact with regard to this problem. 

Very truly yours, 

Philip R. Hertz 
10700 Lady Slipper Terrace 
North Bethesda, MD 20852 



•O Maryland Department of Transportation «v\ a*?1-Qtend^9 
The Secretary's Office Aoril 24  1997 David L. Wlnstead 

" ' Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Brian Frosh 
Senate of Maryland 
7315 Wisconsin Avenue 
BethesdaMD 20814-3202 

The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Suite 1008 
1 Central Plaza 
11300 Rockville Pike 
RockvilleMD 20852-3035 

The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater, and Kopp: 

This letter is a follow up to our recent meeting about noise barrier issues in your 
District.  Your interest in knowing the eligibility of various communities for barriers in the 
"noise triangle" area is certainly understood, and we agree with the need to make this 
determination quickly.  As we stated, we will complete the required analyses and be back in 
touch with you by mid June with our conclusions as to each community's eligibility. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. We look forward to meeting with you in 
June to discuss our findings. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to 
call me or Mr. Charles Adams, the State Highway Administration's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Cj^Llvjhf-^ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number to (410)        865-1000  
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8765, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 £) 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Governor Maryland Department of Transportation 

The Secretary's Office • David L. Winstead 
^•p Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

March 25, 1997 

©e.Honorable-Brian-E.-Frostf 
The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
16th District Delegation 
202 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater and Kopp: 

^ — y0U f0r y0Ur recent letter re8a«iing highway traffic noise along the 1-270 spurs 
and 1-495 in Montgomery County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to give you 
an update on the progress of our work on this issue. 

A number of communities have been identified in this area that are affected by traffic 
noise, including the Wildwood Hills and the Newbold areas.  We will essentially be looking 
at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 "triangle," with particular focus on those 
which predate the original highways.  Until the State Highway Administration (SHA) has 
completed the required analyses, and we are not making any new approvals for funding of 
new Type n noise barriers. We have not yet established a priority rating system, but may 
consider one used in the early 1980s which was based upon the relative degree of traffic 
noise impact and the number of impacted residences.  Our intent is to be fair and objective to 
all communities statewide that are eligible for noise barriers.  We anticipate this information 
will be available by the end of this Summer.  I will advise you at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any further questions, please feel free 
to call Mr. John Lewis, Jr. of my office at (410) 865-1098, or Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410). 865-1000 ^ 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION      ft^ 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

i 

TO:       UXUJU 
• «i LOG DATE: 03/13/97  /pJcw    SERIAL/:     7097 

^ DATE:   03/17/97 
FROM:     FROSH,   BRIAN E      02/11/91 llftf   j 

RE:   NOISE ABATEMENT/WILDWOOD HILLS              t WA2   /7/ 

r i     SS• 25f!^!S P0R SBCRBTAR^'S SIGNATURE C   3     HKSK.*???"? y0R SECRETARY'S  SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF GOVERNOR (Note aovamor as ee) -«-*« 
1   ^ '^TO SECRETARY ACKN0WLEDQINfi SECRETARY'S RECEIPT,   SHOW 
C   J    >fcpARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
C   ]     PSEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 
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David L Wfnstead. 
Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear David: 

uith-h MJ^LT*^ numeraua fc*** and tatephone calls mgaMng the stow pace at 
whfch DOT deodea to appro* noise afaatamant projects oSng M95 and So 5 

Association. Similar points regarding study and r&«caminafion of areas dearly Impacted by 
ever increasing vdumes of traffic and modificatfons to the 'Ncisa Triangle' caSratton 
5?55J!?dJy ^^n ^rulis regarding the BradleyFemwood. OMJSSfflS 
area and the constituents living in the Newbold vicinity. 

«***JSJTJ! .uS Ht Charfi8 ^"l8 on a numb*f * ocMsfw* to discuss these 
mmS^SSJ^jS^ "^ r0188

<!
l»tem<Sfrt suidallnes.  It appears to us that these 

S^SLJS ?L*i modl,icatlona to «» «^s were announced.   In addKSon. by 
piggybacking construction for the entire area onto an already approved prajecL DOT 
could save considerable construction and study costs. •« Hnqti•, *«• 

- • KUJ!?3? ^ fnt0 ^^ matter and he,P ua ^""^y re^f8 the quality of life to these 
neighborhoods. We appreciate your efforts in this matter. . 

^ 

Sincerely. 

Brian E. Frash 
4^ 

ilbert J. Genn        Marilyn Gddwater 
v^ I ft-*. 

Nancy K. Kopp 99 \ 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

tf 

February 18, 1997 

The Honorable John Gary 
County Executive 
Anne Arundel County 
P.O. Box 2700 
Arundel Center 
Annapolis MD 21404-1991 

Dear County Executive Gary: 

This is a follow up to Secretary Winstead's recent letter to you which transmitted a 
copy of the revised Maryland Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration 
(SHA) noise policy.  The policy includes a provision about future approval and funding of 
Type II noise barriers.  These "retrofit" barriers are built for communities which were built 
before the adjacent State highway was constructed.  In the future, Type II barriers will only 
be considered where the local jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of 
noise-sensitive developments in high-noise areas adjacent to State highways.  The purpose of 
this letter is to provide you with a copy of the minimum requirements for control of noise at 
the local level and to offer our assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  This effort, however, has not addressed all of 
the communities which are affected by high noise levels.  As residential developments 
continue to be approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are 
exposed to noise impacts.  We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Anne 
Arundel County.  Each of us~the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to 
successfully control highway noise.   We are committed to working with you to determine if 
effective noise barriers are feasible and warranted based upon our revised policy. 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier eligibility, we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore asking 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide any 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policy and to help you establish local 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policy. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable John Gary 
February 18, 1997 
Page Two 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, /  ^    I   y 

cer K vvHliams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:     I Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Governor Maryland Department of Transportation 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

March 25, 1997 H& 
The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
tTHrHonoraBleJjflBefrjrGeiir^ 
The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
16th District Delegation 
202 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater and Kopp: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along the 1-270 spurs 
and 1-495 in Montgomery County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to give you 
an update on the progress of our work on this issue. 

A number of communities have been identified in this area that are affected by traffic 
noise, including the Wildwood Hills and the Newbold areas.  We will essentially be looking 
at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 "triangle," with particular focus on those 
which predate the original highways.  Until the State Highway Administration (SHA) has 
completed the required analyses, and we are not making any new approvals for funding of 
new Type n noise barriers. We have not yet established a priority rating system, but may 
consider one used in the early 1980s which was based upon the relative degree of traffic 
noise impact and the number of impacted residences.  Our intent is to be fair and objective to 
all communities statewide that are eligible for noise barriers. We anticipate this information 
will be available by the end of this Summer.  I will advise you at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any further questions, please feel free 
to call Mr. John Lewis, Jr. of my office at (410) 865-1098, or Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410). 865-1000 ^ 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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FROM:  FROSH, BRIAK E  03/X1/97 

RE: NOISE ABATEMENT/WILDWOOD BILLS 

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

. ill i 

LOS DATE: 02/12/97  /pJcw SERIAL/:  7097 

DATE: 03/17/97 

i. 

fyf   PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
C ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

. GOVERNOR (Note Governor as cc) | 
[ ]*'HfcPLY DIRECTLY, ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT, SHOW 

^QB TO SECRETARY 
( J PfePARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
C ]  PQEASE HANDLE AS APPROPRIATE 

I 
FOB USE BY RESPONSIBLE UNIT 

ASSIONEDTO:       C^J',^ Mr^ g|  DATE.   ^/|-i Ic7 
TO BFSETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:         S-fi-ll        '   i ' 
SPECIAL INSTRUCnONS:  uu-^ ' 

l FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

RESPONSE PREPARED BY:   hz^   yAcA^-/ t5'HS'&<<?0) 
, , (Name /Telephone / Sate) 

TYPED BY: )£-BUb- 
PROOFREADBY:    „   J. U^'H^J' 

TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telephoning the 
constituent, explaining what'a happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal! 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail back the yellow xheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called: _«____ 
Written follow-up will be prepared by: 

  Date: 
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David L Winstead. 
Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
PO Box 3755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear David: 

We have received numereua lettera and tetephone calls mqartmg the slow pace at 
which DOT daddea to approve noiaa afaatamant projects along 1-495 and W70 in 
Mentflomery Courty. Endoaed is a recant letter from the Wlldwood Mills Citizens 
Association. Similar points regarding study and r&«xamination of areas dearly impacted by 
ever increasing volumes of traffic and modifications to the "Noise Triangle' configuration 
have been raised by Ms Marilyn Andrulis regarding the Bradley-Femwood- Greentrae-Armat 
area and the constituents living in the Newboid vldnity. 

We have met with Charfie Adams on a number of occasions to discuss these 
affected areas In light of the new noism abatement guidelines. It appears to us that these 
areas meet the noise crtterta, and have for the most part been in eiistence either before the 
Beltway was built or the modifications to the roads were announced, in addition, by 
piggybacking construction for the entire area onto an already approved project, DOT 
could save considerable construction and study costs. 

Please look into this matter and help us quickly restore the quality of life to these 
neighborhoods. We appradate your efforts in this matter. 

^ 

Sincamty, 

4^. 
Brian E. Fresh      -Gilbert J. Genn        Marilyn Gddwater 

*> l<U 
Nancy K. Kopp pp\ 



$V  •06' NOV 06   '97 "02:25PH"SHfl"?)DMlKiSTRflTOR 410 333 1586 

9^ k^mdDepfftmmtofTmsportaUon 

; p.i/MOi 

^fe ^£^r Panto I 
Qavatter I 

David LWtiwtMd 

johnD-PeiMrt Of 

Date 

TO: (Name/Office/fix Number 

FACSIMIUTRANSMITTAL 
COVER MEMORANDUM 

FROM: (Name/offlce/Telephone 

Number of page. inelucttnB cover Memo: .  

Addition, tf Message: 

^-tt^^^^^ 
•JUJU: r^Jl 

^-^Tto^i* T-v^--fx--^o, 

_J^PAX U^LL^. 

^i » *   (» iin/il"'-  TV^-^^ 



NOL-OG' PPY.SS, '?r--?2:25PM-SHfl.ADM<IiNiS?RflT0R 410 333 1586 

/'       ^SiLUfcK I-SILUEJ? PC       Fa*ii0^tei-U6S hug A 'S? 

•4'  ..     •«- 

P.2/5. 002 
P.ul 14:5? 

•Wf9 I 

BsagjwaM 00 
M 

.u. iw 

Tte Ha BrtWt MvQyn Ooldwiter 
HauacflMittftt 
Z21 Lom HOUM Ofkt Bulltfai 
Aaup^^MD 21401-1991 

Marilyn: 

suit noun 
I <«8r4rtcincu 

nr/ksKikaiQw orttct 

JUMM**' eAnra'. invsr, n w 

1.270. '.Hffk you tor your Mewl \mx ngVdim »«« hwl«n » *• vidaity of I-«5 ind 
TT»liwjtMto»>ilipofluaaUi|rowijigonemUo««ihout^ 
whitoveJvwowtoiinpfOVithequLityoflifcfcrthoKfaidMUdft^ 

^ygunwtion^ihflatitoHighwsyAiiiiiniitriikwu 

Uhtppj todlicuiiUiJiittuewiUiyoufUrthcf. VoueinbtuiondihatfiodMJdaiuwiUb* 

T'uoik you ipai&rihirinfyoMfoofwifM with BUS. KfiiflyundcnondthelnpantiiMof 
thMt KHtnd tenim to tttt rwidraa. and I look fenwid to reviwfeg tW» taaue to Mehowwccw 
improve ih* quilliy ofllfc In UM •«• 

Sliwrtiy. 

ft*** 

P«riiN,CUmdinlf4 

cc:/   ai«l*»iyDr^l..Wli«MMiiy!wriDep«mt^gfTTWujxKUiion 

• 



•nfi'W,,?.1?. "?? ..fE:26PM SHPI flDMINISTRPTOR 410 333 1586 p.a^ 003 

FYI 
8/27/97 

^ 

lie The attache 4 lelter was sent in identical content, but addressed, respectively, to each of t 
four delegates for 16th DirtricL In other words, all four delegates received this wntten 
message finm the Governor. 

The State i.i taking more time to analyze the costs of the ,,fiaps,,, i.e. those areas along the 
Beltway fo* which the homes do not qualify re the standards the State is imposing. 

The issue i p being seen as one of "equity." 

If this is unclear it is because it is unclear. 

Regards, 
Marilyn 

• 



Maty/and Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

> Parris N. Glendening 
1 Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

March 25, 1997 

% 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
fThrHonorableittarilyn JjoTdwa 
The Honor^)le Nancy K. Kopp 
16th District Delegation 
202 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
AnnapoUs MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater and Kopp: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along the 1-270 spurs 
and 1-495 in Montgomery County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to1 give you 
an update on the progress of our work on this issue. j 

A number of communities have been identified in this area that are affected (by traffic 
noise, including the Wildwood Hills and the Newbold areas.  We will essentially be looking 
at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 "triangle," with particular focus on'those 
which predate the original highways.  Until the State Highway Administration (SHA) has 
completed the required analyses, and we are not making any new approvals for funding of 
new Type n noise barriers. We have not yet established a priority rating system, but may 
consider one used in the early 1980s which was based upon the relative degree of traffic 
noise impact and the number of impacted residences.  Our intent is to be fair and objective to 
all communities statewide that are eligible for noise barriers.  We anticipate this information 
will be available by the end of this Summer. I will advise you at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any further questions, please'feel free 
to call Mr. John Lewis, Jr. of my office at (410) 865-1098, or Mr. Charles Adams. 
Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

SHA's 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 885-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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[ ]  PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Govaraor as ce) j 
[ JrfRfcPLY DIRECTLY, ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT, SHOW 

.CC TO SECRETARY 

C ] 
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constituent, explaining whafa happening, and indicating when he/she may expect a formal > 
reply. Please fill this portion and mail back the yellow xheet to obtain an extension on your 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called: . 
Written follow-up will be prepared by: 

Date: 
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David L Wfnstead. 
Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear David: 

^ui, XXlPiSJ!**!!* numeroua to^ra and tetepftone calls iBQarding the slow pace at 
uSLJSL ^Z t0

B
apfn^ .noi8a atat8'Mnt Prei«* "tona M85 and W70 fei Momgomefy county. Eneioaad is a meant letter from the Wlldwood mils Citizens 

Association. Similar points regarding study and r&*xamlnation of areas clearly impacted by 
htZLTS^TS^f ^& modifications to the 'Noise Triangle' colouration 
have been raised by Ms Manlyn Andrulis reaarding the Bradley-Femwood- Greentrae-Armat 
area and the constituents living in the Newbold vtainity. "wrmai 

--^^y^ ha^8,!"? ** Chartl8 Adams on a number of occasions to discuss these 
affected areas in light of the new noisa abatement guidelines. It appears to us that these 
areas meet the noise criteria, and have for the most part been in existence either before the 
Beltway was built or the modifications to the roads were announced, in addition, by 
piggybacking construction ferthe entire area onto an already approved project DOT 
could save considerable construction and study costs. 

Please look into this matter and hdp us quickly restore the quality of life to these 
neighborhoods. We appreciate your efforts in this matter. 

^ 

Sincerely, 

A/  4^ 
•GTbert J. Genn Marilvn GcAc 

ti 
Brian E. Fresh      -Gilbert J. Genn        Marilyn Gddwster Nancy K • Kopp ^ 
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August 7, 1997 

The Honorable Michael R. Gordon 
416 Hungerford Drive 
RockvilleMD 20850-4127 

Dear Delegate Gordon: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues involving MD 1241 
and the Kentlands View Condominiums in Montgomery County. I share your concern over 
the impact of highway noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. 

Secretary of Transportation, David L. Winstead, has asked me to review the facts 
surrounding the Kentlands situation. Data suggests the current noise levels exceed the State's 
noise impact threshold. We hope to determine if there is any assistance that the Department of 
Transportation can provide to reduce the noise levels and enhance safety for this community. 
This review should be completed before October and we will contact you with the results when 
this work has been completed. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in this issue. If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to Mr. Charles Adams, Director of 
our Office of Environmental Design, and who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

A- 



The Honorable Michael R. Gordon J^ 
Page Two V ^ £) ^^ 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Charles Watkins, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 7, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\GORD0729.PFW     08/07/97 4:03 PM 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

17TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

VICE CHAIR: 
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ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

151 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

OOII 8SS-3519 (WASHINGTON METRO) 
I 

1-800-492-7 122 EXT.3519 
i 

FAX: (301 I 858-3850 

—-*'iv>X 

RULES A EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

COMMITTEE 

SOUTHERN LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 

CHAIR: 

FISCAL AFFAIRS AND 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
DELEGATE 

MICHAEL R. GORDON 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

416 HUNGERFORD DRIVE 
» 

ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND 20850-4 127 
I 

301-294-2 tOO 
t 

RESIDENCE: (301 ) 330-1897 
'I 

VOICE/TTY: 1301 ) 294-2 103 

July 29, 1997 

Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Administrator Williams, 

I am extremely interested in any action your office might 
take regarding the Kentlands View Condominiums and traffic 
from MD 124.  I would appreciate your keeping me informed 
throughout the process. 

yours, 

noise 

MRG:je 

oi :*i Nd •i-onus 
<- 1 i S i  vj 'J 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

7\J^UL 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker R Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

The Honorable Edward Bohrer, Jr. 
Mayor 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD 20877-2098 

Dear Mayor Bohrer: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Kentlands View CondominiuAis and 
taffic noise from MD 124.  I have been asked by Department of Transportation Secretary 
David L. Winstead to review the facts surrounding the Kentlands situation and determine if 
here is any assistance that the Department of Transportation can provide to reduce 'the noise 

levels   It is anticipated that the review will be completed this summer.   Once this Review is 
completed, you will be contacted. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA's Office of 
hnvironmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

JParker F. Williams 
\\ Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

<-.      ^i'i"9 Address: pO- Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

ParrisN. Glendenin: 
Governor 

David L Winsteac 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 10, 1997 

Mr. David B. Humpton 
City Manager 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg MD  20877-2098 

Dear Mr. Humpton: 

Thank you for your recent fax letter to Governor Glendening regarding MD 124 noise 
data collected at the Kentlands View Condominium in Gaithersburg.   The Govenlor asked 
me to respond on his. behalf. 

The data suggests the current noise levels exceed the State's noise impact 'threshold. 
In view of this, I have asked the State Highway Administration (SHA) to review Ithe facts 
surrounding the Kentlands situation and determine if there is any assistance whicl the 
Department of Transportation can provide to reduce the noise levels.  This revievl will be 
completed before October and we will contact you upon its completion 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams," 
Environmental Design, SHA, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

b/i 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration l ''" 

Director, 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 s 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

October 16, 1997 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD  20715-3198 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

j 
David "L Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Dear Senator Green: 

This letter is a follow up to your conversation with Mr. Charles Adams, our Director 
of Environmental Design, regarding the approval of sound barriers for the communities 
adjacent to US 50 east of MD 704.  I appreciate the opportunity to clarify the issue 
surrounding this approval. 

A few years ago, after the State Highway Administration (SHA) built sound Carriers 
along US 50 in the Annapolis area, we were contacted by the residents of the Willow Grove 
and Enterprise Estates communities about sound barriers for their areas.   They felt that 
barriers should have been built when US 50 was widened between 1-95 and Bowie because 
their homes were planned and built at the same time as those in the Annapolis area.   After 
looking at the situation,  we determined that the only difference between the two cases was in 
the environmental analyses that have been performed.  Separate environmental impact 
statements were developed for these two areas of US 50 and, based upon the decisions made 
in the Annapolis situation, barriers were also found to be warranted for those communities in 
Prince George's County.  Both areas experience noise levels in excess of the noise impact 
threshold, and the communities were approved and built in the same time period.  The fact 
that we had addressed two areas on the same highway differently was inadvertent am 
unintended. 

Based upon this information, sound barriers were approved for these communities in 
1995, and construction funding was added to the highway program in 1996.  As you pre 
aware, these barriers are now under construction. 

You also expressed concern about our moving forward with these barriers ahead of 
Lanham Station and Kingswood.  All of these areas are similarly affected by highway noise 
and all have been approved for sound barriers.  The construction of the US 50 barriers is 
ahead of the others only because funding for the US 50 areas was approved about a year 
earlier than the funding for Kingswood and Lanham Station.  We are pleased that thejneeds 
of all these communities will now be addressed and that the residents of these communities 
will have relief from the effects of high noise levels. 

My telephone number is 
(410)   545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Two 

Thank you again for allowing us to explain our actions with respect to these ivarious 
communities.  If you have any additional questions, please feel free to call me at 410-545- 
0400. 

^Sincerely,    / 

PzfltSt F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
•( 



The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Page Three 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

'Mr. James~Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 



The Honorable Leo Green 
Senate of Maryland 
212 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Green, 

,'A 

Thank you very much for your letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise 
barriers for the Lanham, Kingswood Estates, and Centennial Village communities. I share 
your interest and your concern for the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. The 
Governor has read your letter and has asked me to respond on his behalf. 

I am happy to say that we are rapidly moving to a resolution of the financing issues 
for providing Noise Barriers for the Lanham and Kingswood Estates communities. The 
State has agreed with the County that the Lanham barrier should have been constructed with 
the improvements to US 50. Under Type II Noise Barrier projects, the involved County is 
required to cooperate with 20% of the financial commitment. County and State 
representatives are finalizing the last details of Prince George's County cost sharing 
commitment to the remaining three Type II projects. 

Providing Noise Barriers with the new construction or expansion of a State 
Highway, would be a Type I project. Since we are adding capacity to the segment of 1-495 
between the new interchange at Stadium Drive and MD 214 the noise barrier initiative for 
the Centennial Village community falls under this category. Like the barrier for Lanham a 
Type I project does not carry the burden of requiring a county to share the financial 
obligations for the noise barriers. 

Thank you again for your letter. The Governor, as always, appreciates hearing from 
you. On his behalf, I thank you for your interest in our fellow citizen's concerns. If I can 
be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to call on me to help. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary of Transportation 

cc:      Governor Parris Glendening 
Mr. John Lewis 
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Tbe Honorable Pams Oleadeoing 
Governor. State of Maryland 
Sate House 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

Dear Govenaor Glendening' 

Tlus is in fimba reference co the Uaiam-Scabrooic and Kiagswood Estates sound bam-ar 
projecis which an pcadisg in my disaicc. Eodoaed please find our correspondeacc in (his 
tegatd. as well as my eorrespondfioce with the Staie Highway Adnumstranan and the d 
Executive in this rfigafd. 

X was disturbed to see thu SI siiliion has been allocated for sound barriers around the 
Redskin Stadium, when older commuaiues such as Lanham and Kingswood have 
confisue to, wait for this needed relief. This was i commitmeni nude last session and^Sne 
which I would like to see resolved as soon as possible. ^TV^ 

C Sincerely, 

Leo Green 
Staxc Senator 
23rd Distna of Maryland Sigpt*- 

(A 
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The Honorable Leo RGreen 
Saute of Maryland ^"^ 
212 Ames Senate Office Building 
Amajpafaldp 21401-1991 

Dear Leo: 

Jiut a quick note to thank you for your support and assistance in providing additional 
Statei finds for sound banier projects statewide. I am pleased we were able to identify funding in 
our Jri&year Consolidated Transportation Program to install sound barriers near the Lanfaam 
StAxta CoimiHiniiy. I have instzucted the State Highway Adnnnistzatxon to expedite design so 
thtttetaffiiKtion of the sound banien can begin next year. The cost estimate fbr the project is 
Ctnnrittir'titing finalized and a 20% match will be required by Prince George's County.! 

Hunk you again for your strong support in bringing this project toftuWon. Pleasedonot 
hesitate to contact me if I may ha of foft^ ^^fonf^ 

Sincerely, 

«»;:..:; 

'U   V 

itt;u' PanisN. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      Hie Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Department of Transportation 

•ostflT Fnx Note 

© 

7871 
To  CWir. 1&S\ 
Oa/Oepi 

Phono # 

**• f&y-w 

1&*+JL_ 
'&/•& CAfdlzy.*': 

Co. 

Phon,*     c? ?</-$02X4 
Fu* 



LEO E. GREEN 
^3R0 LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
^/RINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

JAMES OFFICE BUILDING 
ROOM 212 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND   21401-1991 SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYUND 21401-1991 

MAJOR COMMITTEES: 
BUDGET AND TAXATION 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON SPENDING AFFOROABIUTY 

I 
GOVERNOR'S WORK FORCE 

INVESTMENT BOARD 

TELEPHONE: 
WASHINGTON AREA-(301) 838-3631 

BALTIMORE AREA-I4I0) 341-363 I 
FAX* 858/84 I-3850 

1 

February 28, 1994 

The Honorable Parris Glendening 
County Executive 
Prince George's County 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

Dear Parris: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated February 24, 1994 regarding the sound 
bamers in the Lanham Station area. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
securing part of the funding for this very important and much-needed project. 

I will be in contact shortly with the State Highway Administration and the Maryland Department 
of Transportation in this regard. I am optimistic that we can work something out to elisure that 
these sound barriers are constructed quickly. 

Once again, thank you for all of your efforts. 

Sincerely, 
I 

Leo Green 



f    Parris N. Glendening 
County Executive 

THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

February 24, 1994 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senator, District 23 
212 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21404 

Dear Leo: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers 
in the Lanham Station area.  I share your frustration wilJh the 
State Highway Administration's (SHA) unwillingness to 
acknowledge its responsibility to provide sound barriers to this 
and other communities. 

Recognizing the very real need to mitigate the noise impact 
of the Route 50/Beltway interchange project and WSSC water line 
reconstruction on this community, I am willing to commit {the 
County to pay for twenty percent of this project, with trie state 
paying the remaining eighty percent.  I must emphasize that 
these sound barriers are the clear responsibility of the .State 
Highway Administration; however, in order to secure a State 
committment to quickly design and build these barriers, we are 
willing to pay a maximum of twenty percent. 

It is imperative that we continue to work together to 
persuade the State Highway Administration that providing (sound 
barriers is simply part of the cost of state roadway impJovement 
projects.  Please let me know as soon as you are able to fsecure 
aJ^:Lng  committment from SHA.  I am prepared to add our share 
of this project to the Bond Referendum List as soon as we have a 
bona fide committment from the State for expeditiously building 
these sound barriers.  Thank you for bringing this matter to my 
axtention. •* 

Sincerely, 

(*- 

Parris N. Glendening 
County Executive 

cc: Alvin Nichols, DCAO 
Bob Duncan, DCAO 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 
(301) 952-4131 ! 

TDD (301) 925-5167 
Printed on Recycled Paper 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

December 29, 1997 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

\ P 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles Adams sharing your concern over the 
impact which noise from the Capital Beltway has on the residents of Forest Glen Park 
I share your desire to find a timely solution. 

The State Highway Administration has (SHA) remonitored several sites within Forest 
Glen Park to verify the level of highway noise.   The extreme topography of this community 
makes it difficult to build an effective sound barrier.  We are revisiting this and related! 
design issues to determine what options are available that could reduce the noise impact to 
this community. 

My October 29 letter to you was intended as a follow up to our previous letter, which 
had promised to keep you informed of the progress of the general review of the 1996 noise 
policy.  The October 29 letter therefore was not a report on Forest Glen Park's specific 
situation.  As soon as we have completed our analysis of the design issues at Forest Glen 
Park, I will follow up with you on the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your continuing interest in this issue. If you 
need additional information, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Adams at 410-545-8640 or 
toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

r Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is     410-545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Page Two 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
mr. John M. I.ewis, State Legislative Officer, MDOT 

jMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Ms. Rhoda Washington, Special Assistant, SHA 

t 



^ ~ n M m ::' V) i^?; ^ iv; u w 

! :    Mnw 
2 5 1997 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COMMISSION 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

223B LOWE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301) 858-3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9906 OLD SPRING ROAD 
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 20895 

(301) 946-1003 

November 21, 1997 

Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
State Highway Adminstration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I have written several previous letters to the State Highway Administration and to 
Department Secretary David Winstead about installing noise barriers to relieve the intolerable 
condition in the Forest Glen Park neighborhood. In response to the most recent reply that I 
received from Parker Williams (copy enclosed), I wish to emphasize that it is not a 
comprehensive review of the 1996 noise policy that interests me, but that I want your 
Department to specifically address and respond to the situation at Forest Glen. 

A solution to the problem that exists along the unprotected area of the beltway that 
impacts this neighborhood is long overdue. Deadlines for an answer regarding the installation of 
noise barriers keep slipping. This is neither fair nor acceptable. 

I am convinced that previous studies have already determined the need for these noise 
barriers, and that promises made have not been kept. The time has come for an immediate 
decision that leads to swift action. I plan to discuss this further with Secretary Winstead and 
hope that a plan for closure is already in the works at Environmental Design. I look forward to 
hearing a conclusive answer soon. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Grosfeld 
Enclosure 



Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration g^ Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

W^o 
October 29, 1997 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy.  This letter is sent to bring you up to date 
on our efforts so far. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a statewide review to 
determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.   The review is taking 
longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end of the year.   A member of our noise 
team will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-&64Q. 

Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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July 28, 1997 
••'.'-T 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld: ll;* 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise barriers along 1-495 in the Forest   y^ 
Glen Park area of Montgomery County. I share your concern about highway noise. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a number of "1; 
communities which experience traffic noise impacts similar to Forest Glen Park.  Once these j 
analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise      c' 
barriers are warranted.  This review will be complete by the end of this Summer and we will 
contact you, at that time, with the results pertaining to Forest Glen Park. 

v*-- 

Again, thank for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding SHA's 
noise program, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY Forthe Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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David L winstead, Seoetaiy 
Maryland Dqiartment of Transportation 
POBox8755 
BW1 Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear Seoetaiy Winstead: 

Forest Gka Pa*, an old established area wMrin my District, is being severely impacted by 
noise intrusion from the Beltway. For two years now, I have been seeking relief for these dozens from 
your Department 

I have received several letters from constjiuafls and from die Citizens Assodarion saying that 
sound bamerB were promised twemy years ago. Property sales are suffaring because of the aoise lavale 
and the quality of life in this neigbboriiood-in the process of bong designated an historic district-has 
deteriorBied. Other nearby neighborhoods have had baxriers erected and previous studies from die 
early SO's indkattfd that noise levels in Forest (Hen Park area were unacceptable. Downshifting and 
explosive backfiring from trucks at this particular segment of the Beltway exacerbates the problem. 
Recent tree tmnming and brush clearing has increased noise levels.' 

I know thai Governor Glendening is enaesmvA about highway noise and its insidious 
environmental impact, and I am convinced that noise hairier criteria exist in Forest Glen Park. Please 
do everything you can. to expedite thia construction sooner rathex than later. Thank you. 

Sincerely. 

^fjjsroaGrosfeld 

copy James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Director 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 
SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORYBOARO FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

COORDINATING COMMISSION 

David L Winstead, Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

July 16,1997 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

223B LOWE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301) 858-3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9906 OLD SPRING ROAD 
KENSINGTON. MARYLAND 20895 

(3011 946-1003 

Dear Secretary Winstead: 

Forest Glen Park, an old established area within my District, is being severely impacted by 
noise intrusion from the Beltway. For two years now, I have been seeking relief for these citizens from 
your Department. 

I have received several letters from constituents and from the Citizens Association saying that 
sound barriers were promised twenty years ago. Property sales are suffering because of the noise levels 
and the quahty of life in this neighborhood-in the process of being designated an historic district-has 
deteriorated. Other nearby neighborhoods have had barriers erected and previous studies from the 
early 80's indicated that noise levels in Forest Glen Park area were unacceptable. Downshifting and 
explosive backfiring from trucks at this particular segment of the Beltway exacerbates the problem. 
Recent tree trimming and brush clearing has increased noise levels. 

I know that Governor Glendening is concerned about highway noise and its insidious 
environmental impact, and I am convinced that noise barrier criteria exist in Forest Glen Park. Please 
do everything you can to expedite this construction sooner rather than later. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Grosfeld 

copy James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Director 

JUL 17 
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July 2,1997 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Grosfeld: 

Thank you for your letter to James Hade concerning highway traffic noise in the Forest 
Glen Park area, located near 1495.   I apologize for the delay in responding to your letter. 

There are a number of communities similar to Forest Glen Park that are being evaluated 
to determine if they meet the revised criteria for a noise barrier. It is anticipated that we will 
have more information to share by the end of this summer. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please 
feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
Maryland State Highway Administration 

cc:       Mr. Thomas E. Natan, Jr. 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 



!# 

bcc:     Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\'5f,EARER.PFW   last saved: 07/02/97 5:26 PM 



0 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND  21401-1991 

SHARON GROSFELD 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 18 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

VICE-CHAIR, BI-COUNTY COMMITTEE 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FAMILY VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COMMISSION 

March 12, 1997 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

223B LOWE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301 I 858-3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9906 OLD SPRING ROAD 
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 20895 

1301 1 946-1003 

James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Director 
Maryland Highway Administration Environmental Design 
P.O. Box 717 Mailstop C 303 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203 

Dear Mr. Hade: 

My constituents in District 18, especially those in the Forest Glen Park area, have been 
requesting noise assessment for sound barriers for some time. Testimony was presented to a 
State Legislative Panel regarding a review of the SHA Sound Barrier Policy in September of 
1995. 

In December of 1996 Secretary David Winstead sent us a copy of SHA's Revised Noise 
Policy. The decibel level in the Forest Glen Park area impacting on more than 100 homeowners 
is intolerable and needs to be remedied as soon as possible. Private testing shows that the 
community more than meets the State's noise barrier construction criterion 

Would you please make solving this problem in the Forest Glen Park area a priority. 
The community is prepared to cooperate and Mr. Thomas Natan, Jr., who has been in contact 
with your office reports that he has already assisted you in gaining the permission of several 
neighbors willing to have acoustic devices on their property. 

Please advise my office and Mr. Natan of your testing schedule.   We look forward to 
hearing from you and to working with you to resolve this serious situation. 

Sincerely, 

^li 
Sharon Grosfeld 

Copy: Thomas E. Natan, Jr. 
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December 30, 1996 

The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
Senate of Maryland 
Suite 301 
6615 Reisterstown Road 
Baltimore MD  21215-2603 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Erdhardt about the proposed noise barrier 
along 1-695 for the Village Green community.    Mr. Erdhardt has also written to me and I 
will respond to him directly.   I am pleased to confirm that funding has been approved to 
construct a noise barrier from Joppa Road to Thornton Road.   Construction is anticipated to 
begin in Spring 1998. 

The State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental Design will be in 
managing this project.   I spoke with Mr. Charlie Adams, Director of Environmental Design 
regarding the Trinity Assemble of God ChurwiS) position on this project.    Mr. Adams is not 
aware of any objection to the noise barrier from this church.   The proposed barrier is not 
designed to protect the church, which means highway visibility will still be available at this 
location.  The noise barrier is intended to protect only the homes adjacent to the beltway. 

Thank you again for your letter.   I hope that this information eases your concerns 
about the future noise barrier.   When design of the barrier is completed and the project is 
close to advancement,   a community meeting will be scheduled.   In the meantime, if you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charlie Adams, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., Legislative Officer, MOOT 
Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David 1. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 30, 1997 

The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
Senate of Maryland 
206 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael J. Finifter 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12147 Faulkner Drive 
Owings Mills MD 21117-1261 

The Honorable Robert Frank 
Maryland House of Delegates 
15 Sunny King Drive 
Reisterstown MD 21136-6143 

The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Suite 100 
8 Park Center Court 
Owings Mills MD 21117-5609 

Dear Senator Hollinger and Delegates Finifter, Frank, and Morhaim: 

Several of you have inquired about noise issues along 1-83 on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. 
Brummel of 20 Arverne Court in Baltimore County.   As the response may affect other of 
your constituents, I thought it would be appropriate to bring each of you up to date on the 
subject of noise abatement for the Mays Chapel community. 

Unfortunately, this community does not meet the basic date criterion of our noise 
policy because the homes do not predate the highway.   Our Director of Environmental 
Design, Mr. Charles Adams, recently responded to Mr. and Mrs. Brummel on this issue.   I 
have enclosed a copy of his letter for your review. 

My telephone number is (410)    545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Again, thank you for your interest in this issue.  If you need additional information, 
please do not hesitate to call me or Mr. Adams, who can-be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

m 
,    i- Vis' Jarker F. Williams 

Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
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bcc:     Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecture Secretary, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John M. Lewis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr, Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
I Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration \: 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - October 27, 1997 
Serial #NAT-FINIFTER/BRUMMEL 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 2!S!^,lliams 

February 21, 1997 \ 

The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
Senate of Maryland 
206 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Hollinger: 

This letter is a follow up to a request from Ms. Lorrie Thomas of your office to Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, our Director of Environmental Design about a noise barrier for the 
community of Longford North.  The Longford North area, located adjacent to 1-83 north of 
Seminary Avenue was one of those that was discussed during the recent noise policy review 
process. 

Longford North was built after the construction of 1-83 and under our initial policy 
was not eligible for consideration of a barrier.   During the policy review, the date of 
eligibility for our retrofit noise barrier program was discussed at some length.  The 
recommendation from the policy review panel was that the original eligibility requirement for 
the Type II program should be retained in the revised policy, i.e. the community must 
predate the construction of the highway.  The eligibility of Longford North remains 
unchanged from our earlier determination. 

I hope this information adequately addresses your question.  Please contact me or feel 
free to call upon Mr. Adams if you need any additional information.  He may be reached at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sinj 

'ClLK^- 
Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation A 

CMf. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. David J. Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible. If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641. The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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P 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES ««.,«,••«««. 

BOOM 313 
JOHN ADAMS HUHSON ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND ?WOI.IBBI 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Novembers, 1997 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I appreciated receiving your letter of October 29th. I am glad to see that the Department 
is in the final stages of its statewide review to determine those communities that are eligible for 
sound barriers. I have enclosed a letter from a constituent of mine, Mr. John Gillon, Jr., who is 
extremely concerned with the extension of the deadline. I would urge the State Highway 
Administration to expeditiously complete the work on this study. 

The enclosed letter also seems to indicate that this particular neighborhood have yet to 
attain adequate consideration when considering that surrounding neighborhoods have already 
received sound barriers. I hope that you will consider this fact when making your decisions. 

Thanks for your help in this matter, and I look forward to your response. 

Sinceri 

L Adams Hurso: 
slegate-Dist. 18 

Majority Leader 

BAUIMORE AflEA (410) 641-3464 WASHINGTON ABEA (301) 85*3464 
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Telephone 
(301)589-6527 

JOHN J. GILLON, JR." 
SHELLEY HERMAN GILLON " 

Attorneys at Law 

2921 Starrton Avenue 
Forest Glen Park 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-1218 
E-MailiJgBI0n@cpcu9.org, E=ySHG@aol.com 

\ ft 
0 

Data/FAX 
(301)589^528 

Louisiana, 
District of Columbia 

"Louisiana 

November 2,1997 

HOIL John Adams Hureon 
Delegate/District IS 
State of Maryland 
Lowe House Office BldgTRoom 313 
6 Governor Bladen Blvd. 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991 RE: Beltway Noise: Forest Glen Park, Maryland 

Delegate Hurson: 

As you will recall, iaJulymy wife SheUey and I asked oa behalf of our forest Glen Park neighbor and omsdves your assistance 
in Hghway-noise abatement in your Montgomery Comty District: We Uve on a hilltop in Forest Glw Park between Georpa 
AvcSe and Rock Creekinhomes built almost 20 years before the Washington Beltway, but sound bamers never were installed 
to protect our neighborhood from the unrelenting noise generated by the Beltway. 

In July the Swte Highway Adminisnation of thfc Maryland Department of Transportation (SHA/MDI) promised one group of 
^officials acSibTtheendof September andpromised another group action by the end of Octobcr-atachc not unlike that 

of SHA/MDT when the Beltway was built and again in the 1980's. 

Well, again wc have passed both of those SHA/MDT deadlines without action by the agency. 

But more to the point, SHA/MDT still seems incapable of underetanding that it does not get to decide whether or not it will take 
action on a problem that it created. 

As a neighborhood we are not asking comideraiion for sound banicis-we are reminding the elected and appointed officials that 
their agency created a problem and now must correct it 

The residents of Forest Glen Park have been incredibly patient with officials these many years-and our patients are waning. 

Please assist us in resolving this matter without further excuses or delays by installing sound walls cfsufficient height and 
structure in our neighborhood on the Inner Loop of the Betavay between Georgia Avenue and Rock Creek. 

Very truly yours. 

JOHN J. GILLON, JR. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tibn 

:   •;'.• August 28, 1997 
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.   David L. Winstead 
Secretary . VjV'."^ 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 
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'   '< * i 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building   ; " 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991   K >' v' 

Dear Delegate Hurson:    *      * '• .•:;-^-. ;,."' -^..•':,;;••'•;:.. '    ^ 

Thank you for your letter and recent telephone inquiries to our Office of *v- 
Environmental Design regarding noise abatement along 1-495 in the Forest Glen Park area of ^ 
Montgomery County. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on your ^., ,:^ 
constituents'quality of life. ,, ^^       „,   ,       .       ;,   . ,T>r ^i^S-J 

Forest Glen Park was evaluated for a barrier in connection with the 1-495 widening    . ,. 
project in 1987.  Although the predicted noise levels met the definition of "impacted" under ^ 
the guidelines then in use, it was determined that we could not design a sound barrier which    - 
would effectively protect this community. The main stumbling block to an effective barrier ;•; 

was the dramatic change in elevation between the beltway and the community. ,, .rf, •! 

Since then, we have adopted a new noise policy (copy enclosed).  Communities along   /-: 
existing highways can be eligible for sound barriers under our Type II program.  In the     * - - 
Spring of this year, several sites within the Forest Glen Park community were remonitored to    - 
verify the level of traffic noise impact. While topography remains a sizable challenge, we 
will reexamine possible barrier options to see if something can be done.  When this work is 
concluded, we would be pleased to provide you with the results, 

Again, thank you for letting us know your constituents' concerns.  If you have any " •^ 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who can be reached at 410-   ' 
545-8640. .::\.     •; 

Jarw6r F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is .        '       '  " 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MO 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc: Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway 
Administration 
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The Honorable John A. Hurson 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Hurson: 

Thank you for your letter and recent telephone inquiries to our Office of 
Environmental Design regarding noise abatement issues along 1-495 in the Forest Glen 
Park area of Montgomery County. I share your concern over the impact of highway 
noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. I'd like to bring you up to date 
regarding a sound barrier for the Forest Glen Park community along 1-495. 

This community was studied for a potential barrier with the 1-495 widening 
project in 1987. Under the guidelines in use in the 1987 Type I study, the predicted 
noise levels met the definition of "impacted". The other guidelines governing sound 
barrier qualification included a provision that a barrier provide effective noise reduction. 
The barrier design studied could not provide adequate protection for the impacted 

residents, mostly because of the extreme topography change between the beltway and the 
community. 

Communities can be eligible for sound barriers to be built along existing state 
highways under our Type n program. In the Spring of this year, several sites within the 
Forest Glen Park community were re-monitored in order to verify the level of traffic 
noise impact. While the topography of this area does present a sizable obstacle to 
effective noise reduction, we will reexamine the possible barrier options. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a number of 
communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Forest Glen Park to 
determine if noise barriers are feasible and justified. Once these analyses are finished, 
a priority list will be established for those communities where noise barriers are 
determined to be warranted. We anticpate that this review will be concluded by the 
end of this summer and we will contact you with the results when this work has been 
completed. 
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Again, thank you for your letter and your interest on behalf of your constituents. 
If you should have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design, who can 
be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 
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bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Charles Watkins, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- July 31, 1997 

D: \CORRESP\ 1997\DRAFTS\HURS0731. CBA     08/07/97 11:23 AM 



JOHN ADAMS HURSON 
MAJORITY LEADER 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

August 1, 1997 

LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 
ROOM 313 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1891 

Mr. Charlie Adams 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

Ihave received several letters from residents of the Forest Glen Park area requesting the 
installation of sound barriers along the beltway in Forest Glen Park. I support the efforts of these 
citizens, and I would appreciate it if you would update me on the status of appropriating funds 
for the installation of sound barriers. I appreciate your help in this matter, and I look forward to 
your response. 

Sincere! 

Adams Hurson 
)elegate-Dist. 18 

Majority Leader 

^\ 

BALTIMORE AREA (410) 841-3464 WASHINGTON AREA (301) 858-3464 .S'^£3^!6 



July 31, 1997 

The Honorable John A. Hurson 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Hurson: 

Thank you for your recent telephone inquiries and letter regarding noise abatement issues 
along 1-495 in the Forest Glen Park area of Montgomery County. I share your concern over the 
impact of highway noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. 

With the active participation of communities and citizens, we have continued to take 
positive steps to improve the quality of life and enhance safety for our fellow citizens both for 
today and in the future. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is presently evaluating a 
number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Forest Glen Park. Once 
these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those communities where noise 
barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be completed by the 
end of this Summer and we will share the results with you as soon as this work is concluded. 

Again, thank for your letters and your interest. If you should have any other questions or 
concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James D. Hade, of our Noise 
Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 



,£.    „     -.-   #• 

bcc:     Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration V U \ 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- July 31, 1997 
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Maryland Department of Transportation * SZSi!1-G,endening 

The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

May 22, 1997 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate-Hurson: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the concerns of your constituent, Mr. Eric 
Eisen, about a sound barrier for the Wildwood Hills community.  Mr. Eisen is correct that a 
recent analysis performed by the State Highway Administration (SHA) shows the Wildwood 
Hills area now meets the eligibility criteria for a barrier. 

The SHA is analyzing a number of additional areas along the east and west spurs of 
1-270, as well as the leg of the Capital Beltway between the two spurs, to determine how 
many other communities may also be eligible for barriers.   All of the technical analyses are 
on schedule for completion by early Summer.  Once this information has been reviewed, we 
will be able to assess the funding that will be required for barriers in this area.  We 
appreciate the continued patience of the residents of Wildwood Hills. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  State Highway Administrator Parker Williams will 
be giving you an update in early July.  In the meantime, if you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles Adams, who is 
Mr. Williams's Director of Environmental Design and may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 

865-1000 
My telephone number is (410)  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



1 

# 

t 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Page Two 

bcc:   ^MfrJames"Ha(ie; Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

THROUGH: Mr. David S. lannucci 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

FROM: David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

DATE: December 12,1997 

SUBJECT:    Sound Barrier Program 

At our meeting on sound barrier issues, you requested additional information regarding 
sound barriers in Prince George's and Montgomery Counties. This memo responds to your 
request and puts that information in a statewide context. 

The Maryland Department of Transportation's noise policy has been in place since 1987 
and was designed to make the best use of the limited financial resources available for noise 
abatement. Growing concern expressed by communities and their elected officials that the policy 
was unfair and too restrictive led to its revision in 1996. 

When the policy was revised, we agreed to review communities that had expressed 
concern about high noise levels. The results indicated that, if protection were provided for all of 
these communities, the estimated cost of building those barriers would be in the $280 Million 
range. It is likely the total would be higher because we have only evaluated those communities 
from which we have received complaints. 

One key element of the new policy is the requirement that a county have noise ordinances 
in place before the State will build new sound barriers in that county. The rationale for this 
provision is that new residential development proposed adjacent to highways should include 
protection from noise. We thought, as did the legislative panel that advised us during the policy 
review, that such local controls were essential to effective long-term highway noise control and 
were the best way to encourage responsible development. 
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To date, of the eight counties that have most of the noise problem, Howard, Montgomery 
and Prince George's Counties have enacted noise ordinances. The statewide review identified the 
need to invest an additional $26.9 Million (including a 20% local match) in noise wall 
construction in these three counties for communities that pre-existed the original construction of 
the State highway and meet all of the other policy criteria, including cost effectiveness. 
Attachment 1 lists the respective communities, by county, with the approximate barrier cost and 
the corresponding State legislative district. Funds are available in the Draft 1998-2003 
transportation capital program to fund these projects, and we recommend that you announce the 
approval of these noise walls in January when you release the Final 1998-2003 capital program. 

We have briefed the other five counties with potential noise abatement projects 
(Allegany, Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Frederick and Washington) on our new policy and have 
urged them to enact noise ordinances. We expect Anne Arundel and Frederick Counties to have 
noise ordinances in place within a year. If all five counties enact the required noise ordinance, an 
additional $29.4 Million (including a 20% local match) will need to be added to the capital 
program in future years. We are also recommending that these barriers be funded as the local 
ordinances are enacted. Attachment 2 lists these communities. 

Another key element of the noise policy is the requirement that the impacted community 
pre-exist the construction of the original highway. A number of communities impacted by noise 
do not meet this criterion but did pre-exist the expansion of the original highway. Under our new 
policy, the cost of providing noise abatement for eligible communities impacted by highway 
expansion projects is included in the cost of the expansion. Under the previous policy, these 
communities did not get barriers when the adjacent highway was expanded. There are a number 
of communities in the I-270/I-495 triangle that fall into this category. If we were to provide 
noise barriers, the estimated cost would be $13.9 Million for noise barriers in those counties with 
noise ordinances and another $18.4 Million in those counties without ordinances, a total of $32.3 
Million. Attachment 3 lists these communities. 

One of the points of discussion at our meeting with you was the applicability of Federal 
funds for sound barriers. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has established 
requirements for sound barriers. The date criterion is an example of one of the requirements. 
Ultimately Maryland's sound barrier policy must be approved by FHWA if future sound barriers 
are to be eligible for federal funds. It is important to note that new sound barrier construction for 
communities like those in the I-270/I-495 triangle that postdate the highway, may not receive 
federal assistance, thereby leaving the State to fund the majority of the construction cost. 
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The last key element of the new policy is the cost of a barrier. The new policy provides 
for a cost maximum of $50,000 per impacted residence. If the cost exceeds $50,000 per 
residence, the noise barrier is constructed only if funding can be secured from other sources. The 
estimated cost of providing noise barriers for communities that pre-dated the original highway 
but exceed the $50,000 cost per residence is $24.7 Million. There is an additional potential cost 
of $39 Million for communities that did not pre-date the original highway but did pre-date 
expansion of the highway and exceed $50,000 cost per residence. Attachments 4 and 5 list these 
communities. 

The financial effect of providing noise protection for the balance of the communities 
which have complained about noise levels but are not included in Attachments 1-5 is in the $129 
Million range. These communities are not eligible for a variety of reasons, e.g., because they 
were developed after the last expansion of the highway, they do not experience a high enough 
level of noise impact, a barrier could not be built which would effectively reduce the noise 
impact, and/or the cost to build a barrier is excessive. 

If you have any questions or if you would like any additional information, please let me 
know. 

cc:       Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Douglas Rose, Chief Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Environmental Design Noise Team, State Highway Administration 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

Pariis N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

David S. lannucci 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

David L./mnstead\ / *- 
Secretary 

October 6, 1?97 

#38294 Letter from Mr. James F. Miller 

This is in response to the Governor's note regarding the scheduling of sound barrier 
construction for the Forest Glen Park community adjacent to the Capital Beltway.  The issue 
for this community is whether an effective sound barrier can be built. 

This community sits well above the elevation of the highway.  When planning and 
design of the most recent widening of this section of the beltway was completed, location of 
a barrier along the highway would not have yielded effective noise reduction because of this 
difference in elevation. The State Highway Administration is now looking to see if there is 
a location beyond the State right-of-way where a barrier could be built that would result in 
effective noise reductions.  A consultant report is scheduled for completion by the end of 
October, at which time we will know whether there is a technical solution to this noise 
problem.  I will follow up once the analysis has been completed. 

cc:      Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Mr, David S. lannucci 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State 

Highway Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 

1 Noise Team, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David 1. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 24, 1997 

The Honorable James M. Kelly 
Maryland House of Delegates 
607 Fairway Drive 
Towson MD 21286-7842 

Dear Delegate Kelly: 

This letter is a follow up to your earlier letter on behalf of the residents of Marleigh 
Circle about an extension of the sound barrier along the inner loop of 1-695 between York 
Road and Charles Street,  We have completed the review and determined that the sound 
barrier can be extended from the presently designed end point in a westerly direction 
(towards Charles Street). 

The sound barrier will be extended a distance of 200 feet.  It will be placed adjacent 
to the ramp from northbound Charles Street to eastbound 1-695.  We expect to complete the 
design within a few weeks.  The extension itself will be completed within the time frame for 
completion of the current project. 

Again, thank you for your interest in this project.  If you have any other questions or 
would like to discuss this matter further, please feel free to call me or Mr. Charles Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design, who can be-reache^ at (410) 545-8640. 

/Sincerely,   y 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Thomas G. Kent 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 

My telephone number is 
(410)    545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable James M. Kelly |yi 
October 24, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

\ Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
NNoise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by:  Fred Eisen, OED/LAD/NAT - October 17, 1997 

N:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\KELL1017.DOC 10/21/97  1:01 PM 



hZF 
^x 

The Honorable James M. Kelly 
607 Fairway Drive 
TowsonMD 21286-7842 

Dear Delegate Kelly: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise abatement issues along 1-695 in 
Baltimore County. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on your 
constituents in the Marleigh Circle and Kenilworth Avenue area of Towson. 

The State Highway Administration is reviewing the design of the sound barrier in 
this area to determine what modification options are warranted. The review should be 
concluded within a month and we will contact you with the results when this work is 
completed. We will also explore landscaping opportunities. 

Our Office of Environmental Design has also received a number of telephone 
calls and letters on behalf of the families in the Marleigh Circle neighborhood. For your 
use, I am forwarding a copy of a letter from Mr. Thomas G. Kent, which contains a list 
of several of the citizens concerned over this issue. 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest on behalf of your constituents. 
If you should have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design, who can 
be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

end. 

^t cc:      Mr. Thomas G. Kent 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 



The Honorable James M. Kelly 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Charles Watkins, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- August 15, 1997 
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JAMES M. KELLY 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 98 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE 

HEALTH CARE SUBCOMMITTEE 

1^ 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

607 FAIRWAY DRIVE 
TOWSON. MARYLAND 2 I 236 

14101 321 -0342 

DELEGATION  OFFICE: 

LOWE HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
SUITE 308 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 
1410) 841-3359 

August 4, 1997 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I write to you on behalf of my constituents who live on Marleigh Circle and Kenilworth Avenue in 
Towson, Maryland. Over the past weeks I have received calls and letters from these families wherein 
they expressed their concerns on the sound barriers along 1-695. 

From my conversations with many Marleigh Circle residents, I understand that sound barrier placement 
will end between 1056 and 1058 Marleigh Circle. Residents of Marleigh Circle were informed by the 
Maryland Department of Environmental Design that sound barrier construction will stop at this location 
due to low recorded noise levels. Pursuant to the great neighborhood opposition, the Department of 
Environmental Design is reevaluating their decision to end construction. In a phone conversation with 
Charles Adams, Director Environmental Design, I was informed that the reevaluation would be 
completed during the second week of August. 

I respectfully appeal to you on behalf of the families who reside directly next to the Baltimore Beltway on 
Marleigh Circle to have the construction of the sound barriers continued. This critical situation is 
further exasperated through tlie excess removal of trees behind many homes, beyond which was required 
to facilitate barrier construction. These homes have now lost their natural buffer remedies. I believe 
sound barriers are just the right thing to do. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and cooperation in this matter. I know the residents of 
Marleigh Circle and the entire neighborhood would deeply appreciate your Department's favorable 
decision. I look forward to hearing from you, and until then, I remain. 

James M. Kelly 
Delegate 9B 

JMKA-ys 
enclosure 
cc: Charles Adams 

Perry R. Phillips 
Thomas G. Kent 



.,.,__, ._ , Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation &••* 
State Highway Administration S^'Winsteac' 

.£.L Parker F. Williams 
September 22, 1997 |// Administrator 

The Honorable Kaihy Klausmeier 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9500 Belair Road 
Baltimore MD 21236-1544 

The Honorable James F. Ports, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates - " 
Suite 106L 
4134 East Joppa Road 
Baltimore MD 21236-2223 

The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Suite 106 
4134 East Joppa Road 
Baltimore MD 21236-2223 

Dear Delegates Klausmeier, Ports and Redmer: 

Thank you for your letter to our Environmental Design Director, Mr. Charles Adams, 
regarding noise issues along 1-695 on behalf of Mrs, Gloria Kelly of St. Thomas Drive in 
Baltimore County. I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on the quality of 
life enjoyed by your constituents, and I appreciate the opportunity to update you on our 
efforts to address Mrs. Kelly's concerns. 

Mrs. Kelly's community was not previously eligible for a barrier because tax records 
show the majority of the homes were built after the construction of the beltway.  Our noise 
policy allows us to consider barriers for communities in which the majority of impacted 
homes existed prior to the highway. 

Mrs. Kelly has said that several homes were moved from the 1-695 alignment to her 
street.  This information needs to be checked, as well as where a noise impact contour would 
fall relative to the older homes.  We are currently remonitoring and will conduct further 
research of Assessments and Taxation records to determine whether the St. Thomas area 
could qualify for our sound barrier program. If Mrs. Kelly or her neighbors have any 
documentation which would help us determine exactly which homes predate the beltway, this 
information should be sent to Mr. Adams at Mail Stop C-303, 707 N. Calvert Street; 
Baltimore MD 21202. 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 



The Honorable Kathy Klausmeier 
The Honorable James F. Ports, Jr. 
The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer, Jr. 
Page Two 

ftfc" 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest? in this issue.  If you need additional 
information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call me or Mr. Adams who may 
be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

cc: 

Ker t. Williams 
Administrator' 

Mrs. Gloria Kelly 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 



^ 

§ 
The Honorable Kathy Klausmeier |!) I 
The Honorable James F. PortSj Jr. 
The Honorable Alfred W. Redmer, Jr. 
Page Three 

bcc:    Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecwjre Secretary, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the A4niimstrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
/transportation 

Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
v/Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Adminisjtration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - September 4, 1997 
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m 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

August 8, 1997 

!# 

III *®sisrw 
'i 

Charles Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 

• 

t 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Fred Eisen of your staff for forwarding us 
information on the request of Mrs. Gloria Kelly of St.Thomas Drive in Baltimore County for a 
noise barrier along her neighborhood next to the Baltimore Beltway as well as the "Noise Policy" 
criteria. 

We certainly understand the guidelines and reasons for installation of noise barriers around the 
Baltimore Beltway, i.e., decibel levels, date of development construction, etc. However, Mrs. 
Kelly has raised the issue that some of the homes in her development pre-date the Beltway 
because they were moved from Gravel Road, now a portion of the Beltway. 

On her behalf, we would like to know if this issue would effect the State Highway 
Administration's decision to construct noise barriers in this area, especially since the area has 
tested above the 66 decibel threshold. Any information which you can provide would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. If you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact us at our district offices. 

Kathy Klausmeier 
Delegate 

^TJim Ports, Jr. 
Delegate 

Al Redmer, Jr. 
Delegate 



Maryland Department of tmnsportation 
The Secretary's Office 

March 25, 1997 fl 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 

{nie^HoTOr^ble^Nancv'KrKo^ 
16th District Delegation 
202 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Frosh and Delegates Genn, Goldwater and Kopp: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding highway traffic noise along the 1-270 spurs 
and 1-495 in Montgomery County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to give you 
an update on the progress of our work on this issue. 

A number of communities have been identified in this area that are affected by traffic 
noise, including the Wildwood Hills and the Newbold areas.  We will essentially be looking 
at all communities in the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 "triangle," with particular focus on those 
which predate the original highways. Until the State Highway Administration (SHA) has 
completed the required analyses, and we are not making any new approvals for funding of 
new Type n noise barriers.  We have not yet established a priority rating system, but may 
consider one used in the early 1980s which was based upon the relative degree of traffic 
noise impact and the number of impacted residences.  Our intent is to be fair and objective to 
all communities statewide that are eligible for noise barriers.  We anticipate this information 
will be available by the end of this Summer.  I will advise you at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any further questions, please feel free 
to call Mr. John Lewis, Jr. of my office at (410) 865-1098, or Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

cc: 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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David L Wfnstead. 
Secretary 
Department of Trarwportation 
PO Box 8755 
BWI Airport, MD 21240-0755 

Dear David: 

«*«.,. USJ1?'6 .,?cahI?d numeroua letters and tetephone caJls regarding the stow pace at 
25L2SI SJS t0

B
aPfrav? .noi8a ^^"wnt I"** "tong M95 and 1-270 in 

Momgomery Caun^. Enclosed is a recant letter from the Wlldwood Mills Citizens 
Association. Similar points regarding study and r^examlnafion of areas dearly Impactad by 
ever increasing volumes of traffic and modifications to the -Noise Triangle" conffauration 
have been raised by Ms Marilyn Andrulis regarding the Bradley-Famwood- Greentrae-Armat 
area and the constituents living in the Newbold vicinity. 

We have met with Charfie Adams on a number of occasions to discuss these 
affected areas in light of the new noise abatement guidelines. It appears to us that these 
areas meet trie noise criteria, and have for the most part been In existence either before the 
Beltway was built or the modifications to the roads were announced. In addition, by 
piggybacking construction for tfie entire area onto an already approved prelect DOT 
could save considerable construction and study costs. 

Please look into this matter and help us quickly restore the quality of life to these 
neighborhoods. We appreciate your efforts in this matter. 

^ 

Sincerely, 

Brian E. Fresh 
4^ 

ti 
bed J. Genn        Marilyn Gddwater Nancy K. Kopp \ 



p Parrfs N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation G*•• 

,   ^ David L. Wlnstead 
The Secretary's Office Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

\ 

December 17, 1997 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Wemer Council Office Building 
RockvilleMD 208501^ ¥*— 

Dear CouncilwpwaffKrahnke: 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing support for the revised criteria for noise 
walls, I understand State Highway Administrator Parker Williams recently wrote to both you 
and Montgomery County Council President Marilyn Praisner to update you on the progress 
of the review of communities in the "noise itriangle" along 1-495 and the 1-270 spurs. 

This review is scheduled for completion by the end of this year.  A State Highway 
Administration (SHA) representative will contact you and Council President Praisner with the 
results when they become available. 

Again, thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier program.  If you 
have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free, at 
1-800-446-5962. 

ply, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My telephone number la (*'l<1)- 

Toll Ffee Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY Fttr the Deaf: (410) 065-1342 

Poet Office Box 8755, Baltlmore/Washllngton International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Stan Arthur, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
_ Transportation 
(Mr;._EhilipJEroll,-Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- November 3, 1997 
Serial #9747 
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Governor 

David L. Wlnstead 
Secretary 
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Deputy Secretary 
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RECEIVED 

December 17, 1997 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
.    Rqcnviu-8. MwrtANB 

Plaka* prepare BaaEoaoaloKjaorBtarx^ 
Sisnataro " November 20.1997 

IQV   86 1997 

BETTT ANN KRAHNKE 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
RockvilleMD 2085^ fl**- 

Dear Councawwaffkrahnke: 

Thank vou for your recent letter expressing support for the revised criteria for noise 
walls   I understand State Highway Administrator Parker Williams recently wrote to both you 
and Montgomery County Council President Marilyn Praisner to update you on the progress 
rfthe review of communities in the "noise xiangle" along 1-495 and the 1-270 spurs. 

This review is scheduled for completion by the end of this year.  A State Highway 
Administration (SHA) representative will contact you and Council President Praisner with the 
results when they become available. 

Again  thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier program.  If you 
have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Charles Adams SHA's 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free, at 

1-800-446-5962. 

iy. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner, President, Montgomery County Council 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My telephone number !• (410)- . .  

Ton Free Numbec 1-aaa.713.1414 TTY For the Ooaf: (410)065-1142 

Poet Office Box 8765. BelUmowWatlraigton lntem«tlon»l Airport. Maryland 2124O-07SS 

David Winstead 
Majylaind Department of Transportstion 
Seeretaiy's Offiea 
P.a Box 8755 
BWIAiiportMD 212400755 

Dear 

agCRETAJW DEPARTMtNT 
OF UMNSPORTATION 

T am nleaned witti thfl work you iniUated in revising the Statfa edtaila tewdse walls, 

xSoftite studies. I had been told by Mr. Adam at the County Road Show" that 
they were almost complete. 

I am verv interested^ seeing a nsoiation to this iwue which so profoundly affects the 
S^BSSSStalWt--. He-eke^puepostedonanyd^mthe 
SiSewalleriteiiaandimpiemaitatfon. thanks for your assatance. 

Sincerely, 

Betty Ann Krahnke 
CouncjJnieniber 

STE^awaWSScouN=.uO,ncEBu,aHN0.eoeKv1^H«-Noao85o-30./a,7.,9c0-rrY3,«9o8 

PHIN7BB ON dBCrCLBD flAPW 

^C? 
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The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Councilwoman Krahnke: 

Thank you for your recent letter in support of our revised sound barrier policy. I am 
pleased to hear that you feel there have been improvements over the previous policy. Our 
intent when we undertook the review was to increase the flexibility of the approach to the 
review and evaluation of requests for sound barriers. 

You have maintained a strong interest in the issue of sound barriers, particularly in the 
noise triangle area of the 1-270 spurs and 1-495. The State Highway Administration has 
completed a preliminary review of the issues at numerous communities and as a result of this 
review still has a little remaining work to do. It is anticipated that this additional analysis will 
be completed by the end of the summer, at which time you will be contacted. We want to 
make sure that our decisions on sound barriers are fair and equitable. 

Again, thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier program and also 
your patience'and understanding as we work through these reviews. If you have any 
questions, please give me a call or feel free to contact Ms. Leslie Frelow of my office. Ms. 
Frelow may be reached at (410) 865-1010. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Ms. Leslie Frelow, Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department 
of Transportation 



•^       The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke iv 

Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 
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TO:   WILLIAMS 

FROM:  KRAKNKE, BETTY A 

LOG DATES 11/26/97 /cdj 6ERZAL#:  9747 

I DATE: 11/28/97 

11/20/97 

RE:   STATE CRITERIA FOR NOISE HALLS ALONG 1-495  & 1-270 RESPOND BY:   12/05/97 
WOULD LIRE TO KNOW THE. RESULTS OF THE STUDIES. 

rjtf    PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[]     PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF 

GOVERNOR (Note Governor as cc) 
[   ]     REPLY DIRECTLY,  ACKNOWLEDGING SECRETARY'S RECEIPT,   SHOW 

CC TO SECRETARY 
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RECORD OF INTERIM TELEPHONE RESPONSE 

(You can buy yourself some additional time in preparing a written reply by telept^nins thg^ 
consticuent, explaining what's happening, and indicating when he/she may expecr^ founal^ 
reply. Please fifl this portion and mail back.the yellow sheet to obtain an extension on yoB* 
reply deadline.) 

Name of Person Called:       •' 
Written, iollow-up will be prepared by:. 

Date: 
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November 2D, 1997 
BETTY ANN KRAHNKE 

David Winstead 
Maryland Department of Tranepoibtion 
Secretary's Oifico 
P.O. Box 8735 
BWI Airport, MD 2124CW755 

Dear 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

I am pleaflfid with the work you initiated in revising the State's criteria for noise walls. 
Tine Stats recently followed up by reviewing communities in the "noise triangle" along 
1-495 and the 1-270 Spurs. This involved fating new noise measurements with the intent 
to apply the new criteria. Unfortunately, I have not heard anything concenung the 
results of the studies. I had been told by Mr. Adams at the County "Road Show" that 
they were almost complete. 

I am very interested in seeing a resolution to this issue which so profoundly affects die 
quality of life fcr residents in this area. Please keep us posted on any changes in the 
status of noise wall criteria and implementation. Thanks for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Betty Ann Krahnke 
Coundlmember 

t 
STEU-A a WEWES COUNCIL Ornca BUH-WNG. flocKviui. MARVLAND aoeso—301 /at 7»?eoo — TTV a i T-SSOB 
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

August 22, 1997 

Nahe- la CAM 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Member, Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Council Member Krahnke: 

^ii©SDWl 

SEP-81997 

" , i.Jl 

t 

At a briefing with Mr. Mark Crampton and Mr. Thomas Folse, you requested 
information on recent and ongbing analyses of the noise affecting homes on Windermere 
Circle and Chamwood Drive in the Windermere community of North Bethesda.  In response, 
I enclose an excerpt from the "Finding of No Significant Impact" (FONSI) for the 1-270 
interchanges at MD 187 and Rockledge Drive and the 1-270 Spur interchanges at Democracy 
Boulevard and Femwood Road. The excerpt summarizes noise impacts associated with 
approved combination of alternatives.  After construction, we expect noise receptors along 
Windermere Circle and Chamwood Drive (Noise Sensitive Area H) to experience up to a 
nine decibel decrease in noise compared to a 2020 No-build condition. 

The decrease will result from construction of the new ramps from MD 187 and 
Rockledge Drive to northbound 1-270.  These will be built on an earth embankment to be 
located between 1-270 and Chamwood Drive.  The embankment will prevent much of the 
noise generated on 1-270 from reaching the Windermere homes.  In addition, the ramps will 
carry less traffic (including fewer trucks), than 1-270 will, and traffic on the ramps will 
travel at slower speeds than will traffic on the highway.  As a result, the ramps will generate 
relatively less noise than will the highway. 

Areas along the 1-270 spurs and 1-495 are being reanalyzed to determine whether 
noise barriers would be warranted under our revised noise policy. The results should be 
available this Fall. 

- Thank you for the opportunity to bring you up to date on this issue.  If you would 
like to -discuss this further or need additional information, please feel free to call me or 
Mr. Neil Pedersen, our Director of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, who can be 
reached at (410) 545-0411 or Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, 
who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

'arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
Mr. 
Mr. 

cc: Charles B 
Neil J 

Adams, Director, State Highway Administration 
Pedersen. Director, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is ' 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

April 2, 1997 

\V 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John 0. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Maryland House of Delegates 
405 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD/ 2140^1991 

Dear De 

Thank you for your letter requesting early construction of a noise barrier for the 
Wildwood Hills adjacent to 1-270. We certainly appreciate your concern about the traffic 
noise impacts on this community. 

There are a number of communities similar to Wildwood Hills that are being 
evaluated to determine if they meet the revised State criteria for a noise barrier.  Until the 
State Highway Administration has been able to complete these analyses and a priority order 
has been established, we are not approving funding for any new Type n (retrofit) noise 
barriers.  A priority rating system has not yet been established, but we may consider one 
used in the 1980s which was based on the relative degree of traffic impact and the number of 
impacted residences. This seems reasonable and necessary in order to be fair and objective to 
all eligible communities Statewide. It is anticipated that we will have more information by 
the end of this Summer and we will notify you at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please feel free to call me or Mr. Charles Adams, the State Highway Administration's 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410) 
865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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A        Page Two 
The Honorable Richard La Vay i A U 

bcc:   .Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department 
/   of Transportation 
JMr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department 

of Transportation 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

\ 
<\ 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David" L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 23, 1997 

The Honorable Gloria Lawlah 
Senate of Maryland 
314 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Lawlah: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Robert Jones regarding sound 
barriers along 1-495.  I share your concern over the impact of highway noise on your 
constituents in the Temple Hills community in Prince George's County. 

The Temple Hills community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one 
could not have been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  That 
policy has been revised and we are evaluating a number of communities to determine 
whether they are now eligible for sound barriers.  The Temple Hills community is among 
those communities being reviewed.  We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and 
an SHA representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please feel free to call me or Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

..••- 1 
Sincerely,   •/ 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is 
(410)   545-0400 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Gloria Lawlah 
Page Two 

A^ 

bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John M. I^wis, State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
cMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT --October 15, 1997 ~ Serial #NATCBA 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\LAWL1008.PFW      10/15/97 1:24 PM 



•Js- 
GLORIA LAWLAH 

26TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

MEMBER 
BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE 

^EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
loiNT COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

6125 OXON HILL ROAD 
RIVERTOWNE COMMONS 

OXON HILL. MARYLAND 2074S-3I08 
TELEPHONE: OOI ) 839-4986 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 
314 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

TELEPHONE 
BALTIMORE AREA: (4IO) 841-3092 

WASHINGTON AREA: (SOI) 858-3092 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

October 8, 1997 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717 
Baltimore, MD  21203-0717 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

I received a request from a constituent, Mr. Robert Jones, for sound 
barriers. Mr. Jones lives at 4203 Canterbury Way in Temple Hills, 
Maryland. His neighborhood borders Exits 7 and 4, (Branch Avenue and 
Bamabus Road) off of Interstate 495. 

He has complaints about excessive noise, air pollution and 
decreased quality of life for himself and his family. I would greatly 
appreciate your department reviewing the situation and then responding 
back to my Annapolis office. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

-^S-'^-uu." i A... 

Gloria Lawlah 

t 
cc: Mr. Robert Jones 
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Maryland Department bf transportation SSSt?" G,endenin9 
The Secretary's Office David L Winstead 

^ 
, j Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

June 23, 1997 

The Honorable Gloria Lawlah 
Senate of Maryland 
314 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Lawlah: 

Thank you for forwarding the letter you received from Ms. Ruth E. Royster regarding 
a noise barrier for the Temple Hills community. The State Highway Administration (SHA) 
is evaluating the need for and feasibility of sound barriers for a number of communities 
along Maryland's interstate highways.  The Temple Hills community is included in this 
group. 

This evaluation will determine the extent of impact within the community, whether an 
effective sound barrier can be built and if the cost of a barrier would meet our cost 
guidelines.  We expect to know whether Temple Hills meets the warrants for a barrier by 
early Fall, and we will get back to you at that time. In the meantime, if you or Ms. Royster 
have any questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

SWZ.WhdsiZ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable Gloria Lawlah 
Page Two 

yit 

bcc:   'MrTJames Hade, Team Leader, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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SfiTN UIOISIATIVB PtSTRICT 
PHINCR esowes COUNTT 

CHMRMAN 
_ •UHCOMMrme 
HEALTH, EDUCATION ft hUMAN BMOUHCBI 

MEMBER 
BUPCET AMD TAJUTION eOMMITTM 

IMCUTlVfi NOHINATION6 eOMMITTSS 
JOINT eOMMlTTBR ON INVfifiTlOATIONe 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANHAPOLIS, MARYLAHP 21401-1891 

Juned, 

<T " *t 

DISTRICT opriees 
aiSSAKONHIULRaAD 

IHVBBTOWHK COMMONS 
OMAN HILL. MARVWANB aO»"«IO« 

T6LEPHONE: ISO I > •a»^»aB 
ANNAPOLIS OFFICBl 

»«« JAME0 WMAfB CPCTB* •U"*1*'0 

ANNAPOUS. MABYUND lUOLIMI 
TELEPHONE 

WA8MINSTOH AB«A: (MO 68*8098 

IECEIVED 
JUN    6 1997 

700O 

OF TRAWSPOffTATiriM Mr. David L. Wiastead, SearetMy 
MD Departnent of TiaMportalion. 
P.O. Box 8755 
B.WJ.Aiiport»MD  21240-0755 

Dear Secretary "Winstead: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter fiom Ms. Rufli E. Royster of Temple Hills, 

Maryland. 

Stehasdetsileddiesitua^ 
afdJ^^^^^^^^^^'yt^m^ Asyoutaow.duotote 

a^steraie suffering as aiesult. I would greatly Sffpieaaiehaviiig you ^e.vttu 
S^Systerdescribes. ^si^nwiUodybe^^as^ro 
SS^ioaddedaiul^tesidentswm^erienoea&rtherd^^ 
health as weU as property values. 

TtokyoufcryowWenftmtotoB-tw. BeawiStefcrconttoedsuccw. 

Sincerely, 

AlMtaj^g^d*/^ 
Gloria Lawlah 

t 
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•SsnanKHoria Lawteh 

Fa* #(301) 839-5231 

\* 

"'«.• • '"•" 

5401 KepplerHoad 
Temple Hills, MIX 20748-2U1 g OP 0 
April 25,1997 ^ oEPA^^; 

RetNoisftAbateae&t 
Betoway Souad'Sairier Wall 

Oar Sonstor Uwiah: 

Vfony of the houses in my neishborhoodaie locawd neartheUS 95/495 Hifihwajr (oM *• , 

inomi tai come i^tolenble insieases int«fiic noiseftotn cap and, especiIUMRH^Betwris. 
And now, on the belt**? and in the immediate vicinity of ourhome, n*"****"^ 

incrc^ in mffio flowing both north- and wuth-waidto and from the Woodraw Wson *•& 
^i^^.mnV^^tL^Ca^.Vb^^^'^i^^^ When there « a backup 
on the bridge (which happens often), the noise and gas fiimea are ghastly. 

We roJW need some relict: For this reason, we wrote to Mr. Jim Hade and Mr-QeneMUlerofthe 
State Habwy Administtaton'a Landscape AreMectaal Division iaMnpote, -Marylmd 
n^ngth.coT«tructionofaSound.Bam«rWall. Hower.Mr.Hadetonrtpinv.dedany 

eoMtruct^inMoatgooeij'CouniyhaveservedioniiaioMenoiMandpd^ 

cmSJpSuingourcommuniiiea. Sound BanierWaUs would help lestow a, measure of saeiuiy 
aTSSMSy-backtoeurneighborhood. TheurudeatingaodeoastwtBdt^jMaouoaad 

SS^yh^^v^be^aiuirapedlastsunmer. The police said ttotooow 
heard her fiaotio screens for helo due to the loud beltway noises. 

So would you please help us *t this sound^amer wall ocmstructedassooaaspossiUe^lfSiou 

expedite the construction of this wall, pleaseali n» at work en t (202) ^IHerflrilmiia 
h«fflieonl(301)42>7574. Ifyou prefer to ^please use the addroa l«ted abova Iteaks, 

Sincerely yours, 
RuthERoyster 

f 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Tha Secretary's Offica 

Parns N. Qtendening 
Qovemor 

OavldL.Wlnst©od 
Secretary 

John D. Poreari 
D»puty Seorotftty 

April 16, 1997 

The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Senate of Maryland 
402B James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21,401-1991. 

Dear Sena     ~^ 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the funding of the five retrofit sound 
baniers in Prince George's County. These barriers have been top priorities of Governor 
Glendening, and I am pleased to be able to infonn you we have reached an agreement with 
the County on funding, which includes a barrier for the Laurel Ridge community. The State 
Highway Administration (SHA) is completing the design and will move these important 
projects to construction as quickly as possible. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need any further information regarding this 
issue, please feel free to call me or SHA's Director of Environmental Design, Mr. Charles 
Adams, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

r^ 
My telephone number is (410) 

865-1000 
TTY For tha Deaf: (410) 866-1342 

Poa Ofllee Boot 8755, BaBmoroWashlngton International Airport. Maryland 21240O755 ® 



The Honorable Martin G. Madden 
Page Two 

i.  ^     fv^retarv Maryland Department of 
bcc-    Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, 

1  Transportation ^^ state Highway Administration 

JM, ^^^^^ss^Si^' ^^Department 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State UJgiMau 

MT'S W^tos, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 



Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department oi Transportation <£l*L 
The Secretary's Office jQ \ David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

October 9, 1997 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road 
Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

Dear DelggatSldalone: 

Thank you for your letter concerning noise abatement along 1-95.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Hunt Club Estates and 
Lawyer's Hill communities in Howard County. 

These communities were not previously eligible for a sound barrier because one could 
not have been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the 
policy including the cost criterion has been revised.  The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) is currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now 
eligible for sound barriers.  Hunt Club Estates and Lawyer's Hill are among the communities 
being evaluated.  We anticipate this work will be completed later this Fall, and an SHA 
representative will contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any other questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

ktuU* 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable James F. Malone, Jr. 
Page Two \$ 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Mr. Robert Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Ms. Nanette Schieke, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
•\Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
"JNoise Abatement Team, Environmental Design, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- September 10, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\MALO0826.DLW      09/10/97 3:39 PM 
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JAMES E. MALONC, JR. 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRrcT 13A 
BALTIMOR VHOWAAO COUNTIES 

COMMITTEE: 
COMMERCE ANb GOVERNMENT MATTERS 

JOIIXT coMMrrfKB or* Lcafawcnvc cpiic 

?1 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
I! 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

•^+* August 26,1997 

4108^'^; 7  */   * 

OIBTAICT OFFICE: 

14078 SULPHUR SPRIN6 RD. 

ANQI/TUS, MARYLANO 212Z7 
CATO) Z«7>SBao 

ANNAPOUS OFFICE: 

SOd LOWE HOUBfi OFFICE BUU-DINO 
ANNAPOUS, MARYLAND 21401-1881 

(TOLL rftBK) (410) 341-3378 

RECEIVED 
AUG   29 w? 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION David JL Wkstead 

Secretary 
Mar^juul Department of Txaaapoxtstion 
P.O. Box 3755 
Balmnore-Washington Meimational Airpoit 
Maryland 21240-0755 

DearSecretaiyWlastead, 

I amwdting to yoii in reference to lie feasibility ofSound Barriers iatLeElkddge area of 
Howard County. My area o£ concern is from die south. Tunnel Huuwoy of 895 and the 1-95 
connecdoa OIL die east side, south, to just north of Route 100. Tim. mdmks the neighboxhoods of 
Hunt Cbb Estates and Lawyer's H2L These areas were developed before 1-95 was built and have 
always been found to be above the allowable noise limit. 

In the past several years there has been a noticeable increase in nafSc volume all along the 
1-95 corridor. I am asking that you please review the entire sitnation along 1-95 in the above 
connnunzdes to reevahiate any possibility of giving these residents some type of noise relief that 
they so rightfully deserve. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, ffl look forward to your response. 

Most sincerely, 

^/James E^Malone, Jr. 

• 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

June 2, 1997 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
Maryland House of Delegates 
1407B Sulphur Spring Road 
Baltimore MD 21227-2703 

\ <& 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Dear Delegal^Malone: 

This letter is a follow up to the meeting held in your Annapolis office to discuss a 
possible extension of the noise barrier the State Highway Administration (SHA) is designing 
on 1-95 in the Arbutus area of Baltimore County.  Residents of the Riverchase community 
have expressed an interest in funding an extension of the barrier adjacent to northbound 
1-95 to protect their area.  The Riverchase Community is not eligible for a State-funded 
sound barrier as it was developed after the construction of 1-95. 

At our meeting, you asked what the State would charge the community for such an 
extension.  We have looked into your question.    It is reasonable to base the cost to the 
community on the materials, labor, drainage, and site clearing to construct the barrier.  This 
cost would be $19+/- per square foot of barrier.  Although no design has been performed on 
an extension, our preliminary estimate on the quantity of wall needed to extend to the Selford 
Road overpass is approximately 49,500 square feet, for a cost of $983,000.  This estimate is 
based upon a 2250 foot extension at an average height of 23 feet.  This information will have 
to be verified by detailed design analysis.  Although it would seem to be an excessive 
expense, it is in line with our typical cost for sound barriers we have erected in other areas 
that qualify under the State's highway noise policy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information for your constituents.  I 
trust this information adequately addresses your questions.   If the Riverchase residents are 
interested in pursuing an extension based upon this information, they may contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640.  If you 
need any additional information, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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The Honorable James E. Ma'lone, Jr. 
Page Two 

bcc:   ^SOImesIHade) Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE QOVSRNOR 

I ebruary 5, 1997 

The Honorable James E. Malone, Jr. 
House of Delegates 
304.1.owc House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Jim;' 

PAHBIS N. flLENDEMNG 
CSOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE H00S5 

100 STATE ClflCie 
ANNAPOLIS, WABrLANO 21401 

(4iq)BM'3901 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

44* HOPTH CAPITOL STPjer, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, 0,C. X000< 

C202) 634-2215 

TOO (410) 333-3098 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the noise barriers on 1-95 in the Arbutus area of 
Baltimore County. It was a pleasure to be able to provide funds for this long-awaited noise 
barrier project. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has looked into the possibility of including the 
Rivercbwe community in this project. Unfortunately, the jRiverchase community was built after 
the construction of 1-95 ar;d there have been no changes to the highway since it was originally 
built. SHA's policy has been to install barriers when a community predate? n road or it has been 
significantly impacted by increased traffic resulting from improvements made to a road or 
highway. State funding for a barrier in this location would open the SHA to a significant level of 
requests from other communities throughout Maryland which were constructed after a State road. 

It is my understanding that Riverchase residents may be interested in pursuing alternatives, 
including funding aome or all of a barrier themselves. Although the State cannot fund a noise 
barrier at Riverchase, I have asked Transportation Secretary David Wiristead and State Highway 
Administrator Parker Williams to lookjinto this to see if there is any technical or other assistance 
which we can provide the community to aid its efforts to obtain alternative funding. Secretary 
Winstead will contact you directly with the results of this evaluation. 

In the meantime, if you have afty questions, please feel free to contact Secretary Winstead 
at 865-1000. Again, thank you for your letter and we will be glad to offer any assistance possible 
to the Riverchase community in its effort to gain a noise barrier. 

Sincerely, 

6 

cc: 

PBrrisN.GIendening 
Governor / 

The Honorable David Winstead. Secretary, Department of Transportation 
Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

7      /7     # f OOTiCCOflTl. 1    r.Tj    T?*O        /ff_/T_o 
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The Honorable Jake Mohorovic 
State Delegate 
308 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 
Dear Delegate Mohorovic: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Glenn Werner, about a noise 
barrier for the Chesaco Park community. 

Over the last year we have been working to revise our noise abatement policy to 
increase its flexibility. While the policy review was underway, noise analyses were 
postponed pending completion of the review.   Now that the review is finished, the 
State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental Design will be revisiting the 
factors of the communities that previously did not qualify for noise barriers.  The 
Chesaco Park community falls into this category. It is expected that re-analysis of 
these communities will be underway by February 1997. A representative from the 
Office of Environmental Design will contact you soon to schedule this work. 

Thank you again for taking the time to bring the concerns of Mr. Werner to my 
attention. In the meantime if you have any additional questions please feel free to call 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., of my office at (410) 865-1098. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. John Grumback, President, Greater Chesaco Community Association 
The Honorable Lou DePazzo 
Mr. Glen Werner 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 



The Honorable Jake Mohorovic iQv 
Page Two \V 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 



/ Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation _ Governor.  
State Highway Administration .QJY        S^' Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE,  MARYLAND 21022 

1-800-962-3077 

August 12, 1997 

The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
Maryland House of Delegates ag 
8 Park Center Court, Suite 100 § 
Owings Mills MD 21117-5609 

Dear Delegate Morhaim: 

This is a follow up to your recent letter regarding sound barriers for the Timonium- 
Lutherville area along 1-83 in Baltimore County.  Over the years, we have received 
complaints about the level of noise from a number of the communities along 1-83 south of 

Timonium Road. 

Previously, under SHA's first noise policy, it was determined that these communities 
did not meet the requirements for a sound barrier.  In December of 1996, a revised policy 
was adopted.  We are now working through the reevaluation of numerous community 
situations to determine if sound barriers may be warranted under the revised policy.  Those 
communities along the lower portion of 1-83 are a part of this reevaluation.  This work 
should be completed by the end of the Summer.  Once we have finished, we will contact you 
with the results of our analyses relative to the 1-83 corridor. 

My telephone number is __ —— 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toil Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640.  A copy of our revised policy is enclosed for your 
information. 

Sincerely, 

David J. Malkowski 
Metropolitan District Engineer 

Enclosure 
DJM:ko 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 
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bcc:    Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Landscape Architecture Division ^ 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Departmehtdf Transportation A       Governor 

State Highway Administration      • At*       D
s^

Winstead 

' Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 30, 1997 

The Honorable William C. Mulford, II 
Member, Anne Arundel County Council 
Box 2700 
Annapolis MD 21404 

Dear Councilman Mulford: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental 
Design, regarding noise abatement along US 50. I share your concern over the impact of highway 
noise on your constituents in the Wellsview Neighborhood Federation area of Anne Arundel 
County. 

The Wellsview Neighborhood Federation area was not previously eligible for a barrier 
because one could not have been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy. 
That policy has been revised and we are evaluating a number of communities to determine 
whether they are now eligible for sound barriers. The Lindamoor and Riverview Manor 
communities in the Wellsview Neighborhood Federation are among those communities being 
reviewed. We anticipate this work will be completed this Fall, and an SHA representative will 
contact you once the results are available. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this matter, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

ParkerF. Willi 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

410-545-0400 
My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



t 

The Honorable William C Mulford, II 
Page Two 

tfft 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

I Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
J Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
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WILLIAM C. MULFORD, II 
Councilman 
Sixth District """ ~- 

COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

September 17, 1997 

Charlie Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
MD State Highway Administration - C-303 
707 North Calvert'Street       ~ 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

As the Councilman representing District 6, Annapolis, I am writing on behalf of 
one of my constituent community groups, the Wellsview Neighborhood Federation. This 
Federation is comprised of communities which border Route 50 on the west side of the 
Severn River Bridge. 

These communities are interested in obtaining sound barriers along Route 50. The 
communities pre-date the highway and register the required decibal level for sound 
barriers. I understand that SHA is currently undertaking a policy review of the standards 
for sound barriers, which will be completed this fall. 

I am writing to urge you to rank the Wellsview Neighborhood Federation 
communities high on your priority list. They have endured increased traffic congestion, 
noise and air pollution, and construction work long enough. Their neighbors just a few 
miles east over the bridge have received sound barriers during the recent improvements to 
that section of Route 50. 
 1 would appreciate your careful-consideration of this matter. Please contact me if-1 

can be of assistance. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Liles W. Creighton 

Box 2700 • Annapolis • Maryland 21404 
Phone •  (410)222-1401    FAX • (410)222-1755 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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ParrisN. Glendenin: 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 8, 1997 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement along US 50.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Riverview Manor 
community in Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise poUcy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for 
sound bamers.  Yours is one of those communities.  We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and a representative from SHA will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^feu^^Vt* 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

• My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 € 



Parris N. Glendening 

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
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Winstead 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

November 3, 1997 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Senate of Maryland 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville MD 21029-1225 

Dear Senator McCabe: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Environmental Design 
Director, regarding noise issues along MD 32 in Howard County.  Mr. Adams and his staff 
have been working with citizen and community groups interested in noise mitigation along 
MD 32, such as sound barriers and additional landscape screening. 

The homes in the River Hill community were built after our plans to expand the 
highway were approved.  For this reason, we are unable to consider sound barriers or other 
forms of mitigation.  While we certainly understand your concerns, this criterion is a basic 
requirement of our noise abatement policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for your interest in this issue.  I regret that we 
cannot provide a positive response.   If you need additional information or would like to 
discuss this matter further, please feel free to call Mr. Adams, who can be reached at (410) 
545-8640. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

My telephone number is (410 ) 545-0400  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:     Mrs. Sharon Blankenship, Landscape Architecture Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 

JMr. Robert Fisher, District 7 Engineer, SHA 
'Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 27, 1997 

Serial #NAT-MCCABE / RIVER HILL 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\MCCA1022.PFW      10/27/97 1:31 PM 



CHRISTOPHER j. MCCABE 

DISTRICT  14 

HOWARD/MONTGOMERY COUNTIES 

# 
ONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXECUTIVE 
AND LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

I 2400 CLARKSVILLE PIKE 

CLARKSVILLE. MD 21029-1225 

OOI ) 854-6020 (MONTGOMERY CO.) 

(4 101 988-981 8 (HOWARD CO. I 

ANNAPOLIS 

ROOM 404 SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

(410)841-3671 (BALTIMORE) 

(301) 858-3(571 (WASHINGTON) 

1-800-492-7122 

October 22, 1997 0CT2 4I997   j 

Mr. Charlie Adams 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
3rd. Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. 

Thank you for your efforts to work with the River Hill Community on the noise issue in 
connection with the opening of Route 32.1 was glad to be able to participate in the walk-through 
of portions of the Route 32 corridor in the Village of River Hill, last February. 

In an effort to keep abreast of ongoing developments, I would appreciate if you would provide 
me with a status of any action the state has taken since the tour. I am aware that the River Hill 
Community Association is interested in continuing meaningful noise mitigation activities and 
that the Ad Hoc Noise Committee has sent you and other members of the Route 32 work group a 
proposal and site diagram for your consideration and review. I am attaching another copy for 
your information. I would like to hear what action we can take on this proposal since noise 
barriers are not an option. 

I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

o-i^t-p 

Christopher J. McCabe 
State Senator 

t CJM:lb 

cc:       Josh Heltzer 
River Hill Community Association 
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TO: Chuck Dammers, Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning 

David Forester and Greg Klar, Howard Research and Development 

Charlie Adams, State Highway Administration 

FROM: Josh Heltzer, Chair, Ad Hoc Noise Committee (   />Vi/4 

DATE: June 21,1997 

SUBJECT:     Proposal for Noise Mitigation 

Following the walk-through of portions of the Route 32 corridor through the Village of River 
Hill last February, it was suggested that the next step of discussions be based upon a proposal 
submitted by the Ad Hoc Noise Committee for your consideration and review. Enclosed you will 
find such a proposal. It includes a site diagram in the form of a Master Plan with annotations on 
an attached key describing the Committee's proposal for various sectors along Route 32. 

The mitigation measures described in this proposal address two concerns: (1) the concern that 
residents in River Hill are currently experiencing excessive noise levels and (2) the concern that 
"dualization" of Route 32 between Route 108 and 1-70 would exacerbate this untenable 
situation. (Noise measurements taken by SHA in May 1997 revealed peak hour noise levels of 
67 and 70 dBA for 6369 Morning Time Lane and 6305 Morning Time Lane, respectively.) The 
Committee has therefore proposed a mix of noise retention walls, berm improvements, and heavy 
concentrations of trees and other vegetation to protect residences at various elevations. Noise 
walls are proposed for areas where berms cannot be constructed, and berm enhancements are 
proposed for areas where a sufficient base exists to support additional height. 

The Committee realizes that engineered controls such as the ones proposed are costly and, in this 
context, urges you to consider pursuing an option of noise source reduction. Specifically, the 
prohibition of heavy trucks or even the restriction of heavy truck traffic to certain hours would be 
the least costly means from your standpoint to provide for noise mitigation. The Committee 
urges you to consider such an option in conjunction with the others proposed. 

Please let me know when you would like to schedule the next meeting of our Work Group. 

The Meeting Room • 6330 Trotter Road, Clarksville, Maryland 21029 • 410-531-1749 • Fax: 410-531-1259 

t 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 28, 1997 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
Senate of Maryland 
404 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senaf&r McCabe: 

This letter is a follow up to our recent conversation about the noise barrier 
project on 1-70 for the!Millbrook community.  You asked if Howard County would be 
required to fund twenty percent of the construction cost and the status of this project 
and any others in Howard County. 

The I-70/Millbrook project is categorized as a Type II noise barrier project and 
will require Howard County to fund 20% of the cost.  The design for this project is 
nearing completion and we have been in contact with county representatives about the 
local cost share. It is our understanding that the county is now considering this through 
their budget process. 

You had also inquired about other projects in Howard County.  At this time, the 
Millbrook area is the only identified Type II area in the county.  If there are any 
potential additions to the Type II program in Howard County, these will be identified 
as we review our statewide program between now and the end of the summer. 

I hope this information adequately addresses your questions,   if you need any 
additional information, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas R. Rose 
Chief Engineer 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Robert Fisher 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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hoc:     Mr. James Hade      * 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

# 

> 

February 18. 1997 

The Honorable Daniel F. McMullen. Ill 
Administrator 
Allegany County 
701 Kelly Road 
Cumberland MD  21501 

Dear Mr. McMullen: 

This is a follow up to Secretary Winstead's recent letter to Alleeanv Coiintv 
Commissioner Bernard L. Loar which transmitted a copy of the revised Maryland 
Department of Transportation, State Highway Administration (SHA) noise policy   The 
policy includes a provision about future approval and fundina of Type II noise barriers 
Ihese  retrotit" barriers, are built for communities which were built before the adjacent State 
highway was constructed.  In the future, Type II barriers will only be considered where the 
local jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of noise-sensitive 
developments in high-noise areas adjacent to State highways.' The purpose of this letter is to 
provide you with a copy of the minimum requirements for control of noise at the local level 
and offer our assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  As residential developments continue to be 
approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are exposed to noise 
impacts   We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Alleeanv Couhtv   Each 
ot us-the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to successfullv"control hi"hwav 
noise   We are committed to working with you to determine if effective noise barrier are 
feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy. ' 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier eliizibilitv. we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore askin« 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide an/ 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policv and to help vou establish local' 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policy 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 . Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Street  .Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
v Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

cc: 
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Q Marytand Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

January 7, 1998 
% 
« 

Parris N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

David L Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senate of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21/01-1991 

najpi^reall: / Dear Sena 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the residents of the Lake of the Pines 
community regarding noise issues along US 50 in Prince George's County.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the subject of noise abatement for this community. 

The date criterion as defined in the State's noise abatement policy, reviewed by our 
legislative committee, allows for consideration of mitigation for communities where the 
homes impacted by highway noise were constructed prior to Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) approval of the highway improvements.  Previous monitoring by the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) determined the majority of the impacted homes post-date approval of 
the most recent improvements to US 50 and consequently do not meet this basic criterion; 
therefore, the Lake of the Pines area is ineligible for a sound barrier.  While I certainly 
understand your concerns, the date criteria is a basic requirement of the noise policy.  I 
regret we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, 
Environmental Design, State Highway Administration, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 
or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Da 
Secretary 

nstead 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My tolophone number It (410)- 
865-1000 

Toll Fre« Numbor 1-888-719-1414 TTY For th« Doaft (410) 865-1342 
Port Offlc* Box 8755, Baltlmow/Wathlngton Intornatlonal Airport, Maryland 2124<W>7S5 i 
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bcc:    Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 

I Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
I Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA l! 

Drafted by: Philip Tjroll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 16, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9867 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\NEAL1208.DLW      12/16/97 3:15 PM 



The Honorable Robert R. Neall 
Senate of Maryland 
307 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Neall: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the residents of the Lake of the Pines 
community regarding noise issues along US 50 in Prince George's County. I appreciate the 
opportunity to update you on the subject of noise abatement this community. 

The date criterion as defined in our noise abatement policy allows for consideration of 
mitigation for communities where the homes impacted by highway noise were constructed 
prior to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of the highway improvements. 
Previous monitoring by the State Highway Administration (SHA) determined the majority of 
the impacted homes post-date approval of the most recent improvements to US 50 and 
consequently do not meet this basic criteria and the Lake of the Pines area is ineligible for a 
sound barrier. While I certainly understand your concerns, the date criteria is a basic 
requirement of our noise policy. I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive 
response to your inquiry. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Mr. Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 16, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9867 
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SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLANC 21401-1991 

SECRETARY bEPARTWENT 
OF UttNSPORTAT&W 

ROBevr R. HCAU. 
D)3T»]CT as, ANNS ARUMD6L COUNTY 
ROOM 109 SENATE OPFICK BUILSINC " 
AHMAPOIJS, MARVLANB 21401*1991 

(AIO>a4|a3B9B 
DecembexS, 1997 (kJu*' 

0«MM>TTKCi 
BUDOET ft TAXATION 

BeByo£ae For fie 

The Honorable David L Winstead 
Maryland Dcpaflmcat of Tranapoitatioa 
P.O.Box 8755 
BWI Airport, Maiyland 21240-0755 

DearSecreiaiy Winstead: 

ilf 

I am witting on. behalf of the residents 6f lake oflhe Pines Community in Davidsonville 
regarding Aeix request to have noise abatmipnf barriers included in the MDOT. State Highway 
Administtiation's Noise Policy. 1 

I feel the decision to not instaJi these barriers should be reconsidered in light of the &ct that 
seventy-five percent of (he homes were already constructed at the time of MDOT's initial evaluation 
in the 1980,s. However, the remaining twenty-fiw percent we« not Unfoxiunately these remaining 
homes, which were constructed and sold in the mid SO's we» the most impacted by the; widening 
of Route 50 because of their location on Village Drive which is adjacent and parallel toRoute 50. 
Also, the widening ofBoute 50 took with it much of the natural tree buffer that had east^d between 
the existing houses and the original four lane roadway. This has not only impasted the lioise factor 
but has introduced a visual impactaswcll. '".j  • 

1 would appreciate your reconsidaafon regarding the installation ofnoiseabaremaff barriers 
in tbe Laka of the Pines Commumly and look ferward to your response to this request |i 

RRN;bc 

-•' ', ^ , 

if, 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

August 28, 1997 ^W 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator       V 

'.. . . r-.V.   v. 

The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner 
President •   *     • ' ; ^ ^ ,. 
Montgomery County Council r'   -- '   * 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building ^   0        - 
100 Maryland Avenue -      • '••J4-t'- r- -• 
RockvilleMD 20850 . •;••;... •.'.'t-i*. 

Dear Council President Praisner: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of correspondence between you, Mr. John J 
Gillon, Jr. and Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental Design.  This letter is 
sent to update you on the Forest Glen Park community's request for a sound barrier along 

•    ^0rf£ Glen Park was evaluated for a barrier in connection with the 1-495 widening 
project in 1987.  Although the predicted noise levels met the definition of "impacted" under 
the guidelines then in use, it was determined that we could not design a sound barrier which 
would effectively protect this community. The main stumbling block to an effective barrier 
was the dramatic change in elevation between the beltway and the community. : - 

Since then, we have adopted a new noise policy (copy enclosed).  Communities alone 
existing highways can be eligible for sound barriers under our Type II program   In the 
Spring of this year, several sites within the Forest Glen Park community were remonitored to 
verify the level of traffic noise impact. While topography remains a sizable challenge we 
will reexamine possible barrier options to see if something can be done.  When this work is 
concluded, we would be pleased to provide the results to both the Montgomery Countv 
Council and Mr. Gillon. 

Again, thank you for letting us know your constituent's concerns. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Adams, who can be reached at 410- 
545-8640. 

•"$# 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration . 

**   • •:. ... -* 

My telephone number is :  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc: 

^^tT 

Ms Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highwav 
Administration ,'-•••>.• 6  . J 

Mr" SeTD" •Ha?e' Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration" *'" C 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

*    if 

" -1 



The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner 
President, Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Council President Praisner: 

Thank you for forwarding a copy of Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr.'s June 22 letter to 
Mr. Charles B. Adams of our Office of Environmental Design and your subsequent July 
23 response to Mr. Gillon's July 9 inquiry to the Montgomery County Council. I'd like 
to bring you up to date regarding noise abatement issues for the Forest Glen Park 
community along 1-495. 

This community was studied for a potential barrier with the 1-495 widening 
project in 1987. Under the guidelines in use in the 1987 Type I study, the predicted 
noise levels met the definition of "impacted". The other guidelines governing noise 
barrier qualification included a provision that a barrier provide a 10 dBA reduction in 
noise. A barrier design was studied and was found not to provide adequate protection for 
the 12 impacted residents, mostly because of the extreme topography of the community. 

Communities can be eligible for sound barriers to be built along existing state 
highways under our Type n program. In the Spring of this year, several sites within the 
Forest Glen Park community were re-monitored in order to verify previous noise trend 
predictions and confirm the level of traffic noise impact. While the topography of this 
area does present sizable obstacle to effective and efficient noise abatement, we will 
assess additional barrier options. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has initiated a review and re-evaluation 
of a number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the situation 
in Forest Glen Park. As soon as these analyses are finished, we will establish a priority 
list for those communities where it is determined that noise barriers are warranted. We 
anticipate that this review will be completed by the end of this summer. When this work 
is concluded we would be happy to share the results with both the Montgomery County 
Council as well as Mr. Gallon. 



The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner Q,» 
President, Montgomery County Council 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest on behalf of your constituents. 
If you should have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design, who can 
be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 
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The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner 
President, Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Council President Praisner: 

Thank you for forwarding to Mr. Charles B. Adams the copies of Mr. John J. 
Gillon, Jr.'s June 22 letter to Messrs. Adams and James D. Hade of our Office of 
Environmental Design and your subsequent July 23 response to his July 9 inquiry to the 
Montgomery Council. Let me take a moment to help allay some of your concerns 
regarding noise abatement issues for the Forest Glen Park community along 1-495. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has already initiated a review and 
evaluation of a number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the 
situation in Forest Glen Park. As soon as these analyses are finished, we will establish a 
priority list for those communities where it is determined that noise barriers are 
warranted. We anticipate that this review will be completed by the end of this summer. 
When this work is concluded we would be happy to share the results with both the 
Montgomery County Council as well as Mr. Gillon. 

Again, thank for your letter and your interest on behalf of your constituents. If 
you should have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design, who can be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 



^ 

bcc:     Mr. Charles Watkins, State Highway Administration 
Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- July 29, 1997 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

July 23, 1997 

r^Uf. 

Ifv*** 

Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr. 
2921 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1218 

Dear Mr. Gillon: 

We received your July 9 letter requesting a noise wall on the Capital Beltway for Forest 
Glen Park. By copy of this letter I am requesting that the State Highway Administration evaluate 
whether this section of the Beltway meets the criteria for State-funded noise walls, and that SHA 
respond to both of us as to the results of this evaluation. 

Thank you for sharing your concern with the County Council. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Marilyn J. Praisner 
Council President 

MJP:go 
f:\orlin\praismai\misc\giilon.doc 
015939 ' 

^^Gopy:    Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Environmental Design Division, State Highway Administration, 
(w/incoming) 

STELLA B. WERNER COUNCIL OFFICE  BUILDING,   1 OO MARYLAND AVENUE,  ROCKVILLE,  MARYLAND 20850 

30 1/217-7900     TTY 301/217-79 14 
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



•.' '•' 
.• / 

Telephone 
(301)589-6527 

Hon. Marilv-n J. Praisner 
President and Council 
Member/District 4 

Montgomery County Council 
6th Floor 
100 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland  20850 

JOHNJ.GILLON,JR." 
SHELLEY HERMAN GILLON " 

Attorneys  at  Law 

2921 Stanton Avenue 
Forest Glen Park 

Silver Spring, Maryland  20910-1218 
E-Mail jjgillon@cpcug.org, EzzySHG@aol.com 

Julv9, 1997 

Itfo 

015939 

RE: Beltway Noise: Forest Glen Park, Maryland 

Data/FAX 
(301)589-652 m 
Louisiana and the 
District of Columbia 
Louisiana 

CT 

Council President Praisner: 

My wife Shellev and I ask your assistance in highway-noise abatement in Montgomery County: we live on a hilltop in Forest Glen 
Park, between Georgia and Connecticut Avenues, in a home built almost 20 years before the Washington Beltway. 

As you can see from the enclosed copv of our letter to Messrs. James Hade and Charles Adams-respectively Noise Abatement 
Team Director and Director/Environmental Design Division, Maryland Highway Admimstration-thirty years after the 
construction of the Beltway, MHA has failed to construct sound walls promised almost twenty years ago. 

As a result, from our bed room, sitting room, guest room, dining room, kitchen, both baths and both studies, we are compelled to 
look down into and hear-twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, year after year after year-the noisy abomination MHA 
allows to continue poisoning our neighborhood. 

Because the Beltwav is poorlv designed and constructed huge tractor-trailer rigs must downshift with explosive backfiring to 
negotiate the road right at our neighborhood, and trucks and cars screech to a halt in an often-times vain effort to prevent high- 
speed collisions. 

Because of the noise: 

• we cannot welcome visitors into our yard to enjoy the summer evenings, weekends and holidays; 

• we cannot hold a conversation on the street with our neighbors, and 

• our neighborhood is being destroyed. 

The Maryland Highway Administration has installed sound waUs of sufficient height and structure to protect neighborhoods either 
side of ours, but left ours unprotected. 

We respectfully request your assistance in resolving this matter without fiirther excuses or delays by installing sound walls of 
sufficient height and structure in our neighborhood on the Inner Loop of the Beltway between Georgia and Connecticut Avenues. 

Very truly yours, 

-K 
JOHN J. GILLON, JR. 



o Matyiand Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

^ 

Parris N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

David L Wlnstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 22, 1997 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Sen Toesser: 

Thank you for your recent letters regarding the status of a sound barrier for the 
communities bordering the west spur of 1-270 and the I-495/River Road (MD 190) 
interchange.  Thank you also for your efforts on behalf of the residents of the Wildwood 
Hills community. 

Funding decisions for highway improvements, including sound barriers, are made 
annually and are presented in the Department's Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) 
each January.  We are in the process of finalizing the CTP for 1998-2003 and have noted 
your request for the construction of a sound barrier for Wildwood Hills. The needs of this 
community, together with our overall transportation needs and the availability of funds, will 
be considered as decisions for the final CTP are made. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact State Highway Administrator Parker F. Williams or 
his Director of Environmental Design, Mr. Charles B. Adams.  Mr. Adams may be reached 
at 410-545-8640 or, toll-free in Maryland, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is (410)-_ 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Page Two 

tf* 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. John Petty, Assistant to the Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
v Ms. Nanette Schieke, Policy Analyst, Maryland Department of 
\ Transportation 
*Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 12, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9842 
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JEAN W. ROESSER 
ISTH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

A 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 
308 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 2MOI-I8BI 
WASHINGTON AREA OOI) 898-3188 

UP COUNTY AREA 1-800-482-7122 EXT. 31 SB 
BALTIMORE AREA (4101 841-3188 

FAX: (301) 858-3807 
E-MAIL: jean_roesseT@senate.state.md.us 

HOME ADDRESS: 
10830 FOX HUNT LANE 

POTOMAC. MARYLAND 20SS4 
(301) 299-9048   FAX (301) 299-9105 

c: ,<"•."> 

Decembers, 1997 w^ 

Mr. David L. Winstead 
Secretary, Maryland Department 
cf Transportation 

Post Office Box 8755 
BWI Airport MD 21240-0755 

•• •• / i 

DEC -s 1997 fin;; 

Dear David: 

Thank you for meeting with Delegate Jean Cryor and me to brief us on the status of sound 
barrier requests from communities bordering the 1-270 west spur and 1-495 southbound at the 
River Road interchange (MD 190). I am pleased that after many years of requests the 
Wildwood Hills community meets the State Highway Administration's criteria for sound 
barriers.  I would urge you to approve funding for the design and construction of these sound 
barriers in your Consolidated Transportation Program so that the barrier can be built, 
hopefully, in 1999. . 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Siqcerely, 

n W. Roesser 

JWR:el^ 

cc: Mr. Graham Norton 
Mr. Parker Williams 
Mr. Charlie Adams 
Mr. Eric Eisen 



JEAN W. ROESSER 
ISTH LEGISUVTIVE DISTRICT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 
308 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS. MARVLANO 21401-1901 
WASHINGTON AREA (301) 838-3189' 

UP COUNTY AREA 1-800-492-7122 EXT.'3I89 
BALTIMORE AREA (4101 841-3169 

FAX: (301) 838-3607 
E-MAIL: jean_roesser@sei»te.staie.md.us 

HOME ADDRESS: 
loeao FOX HUNT LANE 

POTOMAC. MARYLAND 20854 
(301)299-9046   FAX (301) 299-9 I OS 

Decembers, 1997 

Mr. Graham J. Norton, Director 
Montgomery County Department of 
Public Works and Transportation 

101 Monroe Street, EOB 10th Floor 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear Graham: 

At a recent meeting with Delegate Jean Cryor and me, David Winstead, Secretary of the 
Maryland Department of Transportation, and Charlie Adams, Director of the State Highway 
Administration Office of Environmental Design, advised us that the Wildwood Hills community 
in Bethesda meets the State Highway Administration's criteria for sound barriers.  I urge you 
to approve the county's portion of funding for the design and construction of these sound 
barriers in your Consolidated Transportation Program so that the barrier can be built, 
hopefully, in 1999. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

incerely, 

an W. Roesser 

JWR:elw, 

cc: Mr. David L. Winstead 
Mr. Parker Williams 
Mr. Charlie Adams 
Mr. Eric Eisen 



The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Jean: 

Thank you for your letter relative to our recent conversation urging approval of a noise 
barrier for the Wildwood Hills community adjacent to 1-270 in Montgomery County. I certainly 
appreciate your interest and concern about the impact of traffic noise on this community and 
want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue. 

The Governor's recent announcement of Federal, State and County government uniting 
to enhance the quality of life for citizens in this area was welcome news. We must keep in 
mind that these projects have been in planning for a number of years, but we have been able to 
work together to resolve long standing funding issues. The State Highway Administration 
(SHA) is currently defining a system for objectively prioritizing communities receiving noise 
abatement procedures, based upon the relative degree of traffic noise and the number of 
impacted residences. This approach seems both reasonable and necessary to insure that our 
actions will be equitable to all eligible communities Statewide. I anticipate that we will have 
developed this list by the end of Summer, at which time I will notify you of the results. 

It was very enjoyable speaking with you on the phone last week. If you should have any 
fiirther questions or concerns at this time, please feel free to call me, or Mr. Charlie Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 



Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

• 

prepared by : P. Troll - 06/24/97 
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JUN-1S-1997 

"10:29AM SHPl ADMINISTRPlTOR 410 333 1536 
' 14:36 SENATE MNORITY «fll0 841 3S69    'P.01^01 

JSAN W. AOCSEKR 
t5TM UCOIBl^TIVK QIBTRICT 

MONTBeacw CCOMTV 

TlNAHCt COMMITTCe 

JOINT cottKiTrce en CTHics 

' ^^^ENATE OF MARYLAND 
* .-^-jfljNAPOLlS. M*BTUND 21401-1991 

ANNAPOi.lS OFFICE; 

Aim aPoua. MABYUMe 11401 •IB»I 

urcouNrr«fiEA i-*e»«BZ>7iaciT, »)«• 
BALTmOM AMC* iAig)«a l•ail* 

FAXt (BOM •J10«0» 

MOMC Aooacss: 
io«eP9XNi/wTUANe 

POTOMAC. MARTl^NB 28iS4 
(SOU IflO-B***  F*XC30ntB»-0IO5 

June H^0 
VIA FAX AND USPS 
410865-1334 

Mr. David L. Winstead, Secretary 
MD Department of Transportation 
Post Office Box 8755 
BW1 Airport MD 21240-0755 

Dear David; 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation today, I am writing to ask you to approve the 
installation of sound bamers to shield the Wildwood Hille community from tho mcswant noise 
emanating from the widened 1-270 spur and the reconstruction of the Democracy Boulevard 

interchange. 

Wildwood Hills was built in the early 1950's. prior to the construction of 1-270. For years the 
community has sought relief from the adverse impact of the 1-270 corridor. The recently 
widened 1-270 Spur and the rebuilt Democracy Boulevard interchange have aggravated the 
noise problems In this neighborhood. 

Charlie Adams, Director of the State Highway Administration's Office Environmental 
Design has advised us that Wildwood Hills meets the State Highway Administration scrte^ 
to MUM baniere  With the welcome news of Governor Glendening's approval of .ncreaswl 
s^te funding for sound barriers, we urge you to approve this long awaited and much needed 
sound protection for Wildwood Hills. 

Thank you for your consideration, David, and for the extra effort that you made to return my 

telephone call to you. 

Sincerely. 

JWR:elv^ 

cc Charles B. Adams via fax 410/209-5003 
Eric Eisen 
John DeGooyer 

/Jean W. Roeeser 

TCTftL P.01 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Jean: 

Thank you for your letter relative to our recent conversation urging approval of a noise 
barrier for the Wildwood Hills community adjacent to 1-270 in Montgomery County. I certainly 
appreciate your interest and concern about the impact of traffic noise on this community and 
want to give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue. 

Wildwood Hills, I am happy to say, does indeed meet the criteria for a noise barrier. 
However, there are a number of other deserving communities that also meet the revised 
criteria. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is currently defining a system for 
objectively prioritizing all of these communities based upon the relative degree of traffic noise 
impact, and the number of impacted residences. This approach seems both reasonable and 
necessary to insure that our actions will be equitable to all eligible communities Statewide. I 
anticipate that we will have developed this list by the end of Summer, at which time I will 
notify you of the results. 

It was very enjoyable speaking with you on the phone last week. If you should have any 
further questions or concerns at this time, please feel free to call me, or Mr. Charlie Adams, 
SHA's Director of Environmental Design at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
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bcc:     Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. John Petty, Assistant to Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

prepared by : P. Troll - 06/24/97 
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JUN-19-1997 

"10:29m SHA ADMINISTRPTOR 410 333 1586 
14:36       SENATE fllNORITY 410 641 3569 >.01^01 

JEAM w. AOESCKB 

MCMTCOHCW eeUMT* 

riNANce coMMiTTce 

jekNTcoMHirree ON CTMICS ju   i/) 

s« ^^'   ^^SENATE OF MARYLAND 

June 1$, 1997       VX" 

ANNA^OUIS OFFICES 
MI jMtei >ciMtt wiee •unxcs 
AintAVOLiS. MAMVUMHO »I«01.|B»1 

W^COUNTTAHEA |.»a»«B2.7liaKlTi »)M 

HOME Aeoaccs: 
leuef OX Nl/MT U^NC 

POTOMAC. MAHYLANe 20«54 
(SOU t««-l»0*«  F»* «0\> MW* "OS 

VIA FAX AND USPS 
410-865.1334 

Mr. David L Wlnstead, Secretary 
MD Department of Transportation 
Post Office Box 8755 
BWl Airport MD 21240-0755 

Dear David; 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation today, I am writing 10 ask you to approve tbe 
Sation of sound tamers to shield the Wildwood Hille oommun.ly from the lfl«»|Sant noise 
SaSng torn M&Md 1-270 spur and the reconstrucUon of the Democracy Boulevard 

interchange. 

Wildwood Hills was built in the early 1950's, prior to the conBtruction of I-270. For years the 
community has sought relief from the adverse impact of the I-270 comdor. The recency 
W^hm^uia^L rebuilt Democracy Boulevard interchange have aggravated the 
noise problems In this neighborhood. 

Charlie Adams Director of the State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental 
nSn ^asadv^d us that Wildwood Hills meets the State Highway Administrat.or.'s cntena 
£r inunS barrieT WiUi ^e wSme news of Governor Glendening's approval of increased 

2S!!ffl^       %• ** «• •p^-"-lon9 awalted and much needed 
sound protection for Wildwood Hills. I 

•mank you for your consideration, David, and for the extra effort that you made to jjrtum my 
telephone call to you. 

Sincerely. 

n W. Roeeeer 

JWR:elv^ 

eci-Charles B. Adams via fax 410/209-5003 
Eric Eisen 
John DeGooyer 

TOTftL P.01 
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JEAN W. ROESSER 

I5TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

^ 
r 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

308 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301) 658-3169 (WASH. AREA) 
(4IO) 841-3169 (SALT. AREA) 

I-800-492-7122 X3I69 
FAX: (301) 8S8-38S0 
HOME ADDRESS: 

10830 FOX HUNT LANE 
POTOMAC, MARYLAND 20854-ISS3 

(301) 299-9046 

March 17, 1997 

^•7*75" 

Mr. David L. Winstead 
Secretary, MD Department of 

Transportation 
Post Office Box 8755 
BWI Airport MD  21240-0755 

Dear David: 

Following up on our conversation in the State House on Friday - and in response to your 
letter of March 11-1 hope that you can expedite the process for the Wildwood Hills 
community in Bethesda and authorize the construction of noise barriers there. This 
Wildwood Hills community predates 1-270, Democracy Boulevard, Montgomery Mall and the 
office park on the Davis Tract, which constitutes an enormous amount of development with 
attendant traffic. These residents need relief, and I urgently hope you will help them. 

With best wishes - 

Sincerely, 

ft/. Jean VV. Roesser 

JWR:elw 
Enclosure:"Letter from Eric Eisen, President Wildwood Hills Citizens Association 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Eric A. Eisen 
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NX/ ildwood Hills Cj-bi-zens /association 
10028 WOODHILL ROAD VT$ 

eETwcsDA MARYLAND -20817 % m 

TEL ac^oodn March ^ mi ^AX- ac^S^no 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Montgomery County Senate Delegate 
308 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear SretifOTKoesser: 

You may recall me as the final speaker in the pre-session funding-priorities meeting held by the 
Montgomery County delegation at the County's office building in October of 1996. To overcome the 
numbness caused by several hours of prior speakers, I shouted my opening remarks, noting that shouting 
was a not-unusual form of communication in my neighborhood, Wi|(}wood Hills, which needed sound 
barriers Jo protect it from the noise of adjacent 1-270. 

I reported that Wildwood Hills, bounded by the Devonshire townhouse community on the south 
side of Democracy Boulevard, the Bethesda Country Club and 1-270, is one of the older neighborhoods in 
the area, predating 1-270, Democracy Boulevard, Montgomery Mall, and the office park on the Davis 
Tract. As such, it was on the other end of the spectrum of the development concerns voiced that evening: 
we hadn't said "not in my back yard," we had witnessed the growth of the area, and what we had been 
asking for, for over a decade, was some insulation of our community from the worst impacts of that 
development. I noted that Wildwood Hills had at least arguably qualified for barriers for some time but 
had been caught up in an endless cycle of studies-reconfirming-studies that served as prelude to barriers 
we still have not seen. And I concluded by asking you to keep our community's need in mind when 
budget priorities were set in Annapolis. 

These points about Wildwood Hills' situation were reiterated by my neighbor John DeGooyer, 
who is Chair of our Sound Barrier Committee, in a presentation made to the delegation in December. 

I write now to advise you that Senator Roesser recently received a letter from MOOT Secretary 
David Winstead informing her that MDOT's latest study confirms what the ones before it have made 
eminently clear: as Wildwood Hills met the prior criteria of sound barrier eligibility, it also meets the new 
more relaxed criteria. The book in our community, however, is better than even that a subsequent study, 
in the year 2001, will confirm this again. I am hoping the odds-makers are wrong about the likliehood of 
yet more studies. But of one thing I am certain; the cost of all of the studies of our neighborhood's need 

' for sound barriers could have substantially contributed to reducing the cost of the sound barriers I believe 
we someday will get. Accordingly, I ask you to save our state's money by calling for an end to further 
studies of our community and a beginning of the next step; i.e., the final design phase for a sound barrier 
that will protect our neighborhood from the state's project that curves around it. This can be done by 
working with MOOT to make sure that funds are allocated for and directed to this end. I will attempt to 
keep you apprised of our own journey through the bureaucracy on this quest, and my community will 
appreciate your every consideration of its need. 

Sincere! 

Eric A. Eisen 
President 

^   dfllLfa/1*  
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Mary/and Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office # 

'Glandening—^ 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

March 11, 1997 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear SenatorJEteesser: 

Thank you for your letter requesting early construction of a no.s^^amer f" *e 

WUdwoomiU comrainity adjacent to 1-270 in Montgomery County. We certainly 
appSe your concern aliout the traffic noise impacts on th.s commumty. 

mere are a number of communities similar to Wildwood Hills that are teing 

beS. established, we are not approvmg ^8 forjmy newJ^ n Vetro ^ 

this Summer and we will notify you at that time. 

Aeain thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding this matter, 

please $2&£JL me oAfr. Charles Adams, the State^^T^^ 
Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410) 543 8b4U. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc: 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Mntoke^WilUams, AdministtaWr, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number Is (410)- 
865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore-Washington Internation.. Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Th* Secretary's Otflca ^a 

Pwria N. Glendtnlng 
(kfmno'  t<3. C5ctfxJ« 
Oavld L. Wlnttesd  0 
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Thonua L Osbom* 
Ovputy SKratwy 
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^      "                                 February 18.1997 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear 

This is a follow up to your request for the funding of a noise barrier for the 
Wildwood Hills community. The completed analysis shows nine homes are impacted and 
would benefit from a barrier. An additional, non-impacted home would also receive a 
perceptible benefit. The cost was found to be less than $50,000 per residence.  I trust you 
will be pleased to know the community meets the current eligibility requirements for a 
Type n barrier. 

A number of other communities similar to Wildwood Hills are being evaluated to 
determine if they meet the revised criteria. We anticipate this information will be available 
by the end of the Summer. We are not in a position to begin funding new Type n barriers 
until these analyses are complete and funding needs and availability can be assessed. I will 
get back to you when we reach that point 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding the technical 
side of this matter, please fed free to call Mr. Charles Adams, die State Highway 
Administration's Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administator, State Highway Administration 

My mapfioro numiMr la (4io)- 865-1000 

TTY For*« 0M£ (410) 005-1342 
Poat Qtficm Sox 6753. BttltlmoraWashingtofi Intamational Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 

to 
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bcc: Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer,.Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 



Maryland Department of Transportation G"!" G,enden,n9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

January 24, 1997 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senalop-Koesser: 

Thank you for your letter requesting funding for a noise barrier for the Wildwood 
Hills community. The State Highway Administration (SHA) is reviewing the issues 
surrounding Wildwood Hills. 

Wildwood Hills falls under our Type n, or retrofit program.  The criteria for that 
program include whether the homes predate the original construction of the adjacent highway 
and whether the noise levels equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 decibels (dBA). Our 
investigation showed that Wildwood Hills meets both of these criteria.  As a result, our 
analysis will now focus on the third criterion, which is whether an effective barrier can be 
built for a reasonable cost.  In order to reach a conclusion on that issue, we must determine 
the number of impacted homes as well as how best to design abatement measures which will 
provide adequate protection within our cost guidelines. 

Once SHA has concluded its evaluation, I will let you know the results.  Should this 
community qualify for noise abatement, we would then prioritize it and all other qualifying 
projects, according to available funding, balanced with the respective counties' willingness to 
share 20 percent of their projects' cost. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have any questions regarding this evaluation, 
please feel free to call SHA's Director of Environmental Design, Mr. Charles Adams, at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, SHA 

My telephone number is (410). 865-1000  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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February 18, 1997 
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The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Sena 

This is a follow up to your request for the funding of a noise barrier for the 
Wildwood Hills community. The completed analysis shows nine homes are impacted and 
would benefit from a barrier. An additional, non-impacted home would also receive a 
perceptible benefit. The cost was found to be less than $50,000 per residence.  I trust you 
will be pleased to know the community meets the current eligibility requirements for a 
Type n barrier. 

A number of other communities similar to Wildwood Hills are being evaluated to 
determine if they meet the revised criteria. We anticipate this information will be available 
by the end of the Summer. We are not in a position to begin funding new Type n barriers 
until these analyses are complete and funding needs and availability can be assessed. I will 
get back to you when we reach that point 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions regarding the technical 
side of this matter, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, the State Highway ' 
Administration's Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My waphona numMr la (4ioj- °"^"^0Q0 
TTY For *• O—t (410) 8*6-1342 

Post Offlc* Box 8753. Baitlmors-Waahinatrui Intamatinn.i AI—~.* ti 



Maryland Department of Transportation oSSE.!1'Glendenlng 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

April 1, 1997 

tft* 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear S^forKbesser: 

Thank you for your letter regarding a request for the immediate construction of a 
noise barrier for the Wildwood Hills community.  Your interest on behalf of your 
constituency in this matter is clearly appreciated. 

The State Highway Administration is presently evaluating a number of communities 
statewide that experience traffic noise impacts similar to Wildwood Hills.  Once these 
analyses are finished, an equitable priority list for constructing noise barriers will be 
established.  Until this investigation is complete, new approvals for funding retrofit barriers 
will not be made.  We anticipate concluding this review by the end of this Summer.  I will 
let you know the results at that time. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design at 410-545-8640. 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

» .,  K u     /««        865-1000 My telephone number is (410)  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 86&-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



David L. Winstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation Secre,ary 

State Highway Administration *        S!S^l,,iarns 

March 13, 1997 

The Honorable Ida G. Ruben 
Senate of Maryland 
204 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Ruben: 

This letter is a follow up to the discussion on March 10 about the use of recycled tires 
in noise barriers.  You had expressed interest in knowing more about the DuBrook wall 
system that is being used on a State Highway Administration project in Montgomery County 
and has been used extensively in Virginia. 

By incorporating shredded rubber from recycled tires into the concrete, the Dubrook 
system creates a very durable, porous surface that absorbs sound.  The DuBrook system is 
being used on 1-495 from Old Georgetown Road to west of Femwood Road.  One of the 
walls being constructed needed to have an absorptive surface on the highway side to prevent 
the reflection of noise to the opposite side of the highway. The DuBrook system was 
proposed by the contractor and was accepted because it met our requirements for absorption, 
was visually acceptable, is long lasting and is not subject to vandalism that could destroy the 
system. 

One of the important elements of any noise wall system is its appearance.    The color 
of the barrier being built on 1-495 will be darker than the pictures show, to match the dark 
brown color of other noise barriers on the beltway in Montgomery County.  The ribbed 
texture is the standard surface for this wall and we found it acceptable in this location. The 
wall will be located back off of the highway in a wooded area where the texture of the wall 
will be less visible.  A brochure on the DuBrook wall is enclosed for your information. 

Thank you for this opportunity to explain the DuBrook barrier.  I hope this 
information answers your questions.  If you would like any additional information or have 
any questions, please let me know. 

"arker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:   4AT. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. John Lewis Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration A 

David L Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 18, 1997 

The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
County Executive 
Baltimore County 
Court House 
Towson MD  21204 

Dear Mr. Ruppersberger: 

This is a follow up to Secretary Winstead's recent letter to you which transmitted a 
copy of the revised Maryland Department of Transportation, State Hishwav Administration 
(SHA) noise policy. The policy includes a provision about future approvafand funding of 
Type II noise barriers. These "retrofit" barriers are built for communities which were built 
before the adjacent State highway was constructed.  In the future, Tvpe II barriers will onlv 
be considered where the local jurisdiction has enacted measures to prevent the location of' 
noise-sensitive developments in high-noise areas adjacent to State hiahwavs.  The purpose of 
this letter is to provide you with a copy of the minimum requirements for control of noise at 
the local level and offer our assistance in your efforts to address this requirement. 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief to communities which have 
been impacted by noise from State highways.  As residential developments continue to be 
approved and built in close proximity to State highways, new residents are exposed to noise 
impacts.  We have identified potential new Type II noise barriers in Baltimore County.  Each 
of us-the State and local jurisdictions-has a responsibility to successfullv control hiahwav 
noise.   We are committed to working with you to determine if effective noise barriers are 
feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy. 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier eliaibilitv. we thought 
it would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   I am therefore askin" 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue.   We will provide any* 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policy and to help vou establish local' 
noise controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policy. 

My telephone number is   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street   > Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
Pace Two 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meeting.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640. 

.Sincerely.   /A 
/ /! 

Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams. Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 
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The Honorable Paul Sarbanes 
United States Senate ^ 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

Thank you for your letter expressing the concern of your constituent, 
Mr. Bob Whitby, about the impact from Perring Parkway on the Herring Run 
Watershed.   Your interest in this matter is sincerely appreciated. 

The parkway designation given to this route is somewhat misleading. 
Although Federal funds were used in the construction of this artery, it is not 
considered a true parkway by Federal Highway Administration definition. 
They define a parkway as, "An arterial highway for noncommercial traffic, with 
full or partial control of access, and usually located within a park or a ribbon 
of parklike developments." 

Perring Parkway has always been open to commercial traffic and its 
relationship to parkland is problematic.  While there are some forested buffers 
adjacent to the highway, there are many more areas that are highly 
developed.   The section that borders on Mount Pleasant Park is in Baltimore 
City beyond the jurisdiction of the State Highway Administration.   Initially the 
route was planned to extend into Harford County that would have taken it 
through Gunpowder Falls State Park.  This may be partly the reason for the 
original "parkway" designation. 

Requests by the developer to remove vegetation within the State 
Highway Administration (SHA) right of way have consistently been denied. 
Any removal of vegetation that may have occurred at the shopping center 
was done beyond SHA limits.  We have no jurisdiction over private property 
and are unaware if the developer procured any necessary permits in 
anticipation of this work. 

The new access ramp to the shopping center was approved by the 
State Highway Administration.   In granting the permit, the SHA required the 
developer to secure any necessary permits.   Baltimore County is responsible 
for overseeing the permit process.  We have checked with the County and 
they have informed us that all necessary permits had been obtained. 

The State Highway Administration is extremely attentive to 
environmental issues within our highway rights of way.  Land use 
development  beyond these limits generally fall under County jurisdiction. 
Regrettably, there are also conflicting views between developers and those 
who would protect the environment. 
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The Honorable Paul Sarbanes 
March 12, 1997 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your interest in this sensitive matter.   If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or feel free to call Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.   Mr. 
Adams may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
bcc:    Ms. Linda Singer 

Mr. Ronald T. Burns 
Mr. Joseph Vervier 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

February 18. 1997 

The Honorable Rodney M. Shoop 
County Administrator ' 
Washington County 
100 W. Washington Street 
Hagerstown MD  21740 

Dear Mr. Shoop: 

of Transportation, State HJi^SS^0^ ^ ^.^^r• 
provls,on about future approval and fundmg of Type 0 noi    b^s   The'e "retlofi"      " 

Significant investments have been made to provide relief tn rnmm,„i,-„ 
been impacted by noise from State hi»hwav,   V 'eSthf wt„con,mun>nei.»'hKh have 
approved and built in dose proximity's Se &££. Zir^T^^""^0 "' 

high4 noif ^^STS^ 
barriers are feasible and warranted based upon our revised noise policy 

Before we proceed with technical analyses to determine barrier eli^ibilitv we thought 
•t would be appropriate to address the requirement for local controls.   Urn ^Jore ^ n« 
to meet with you or members of the County staff to discuss this issue    CvJill or     de mv 
assistance needed to explain the requirements of our policv and to help «"u e tS Si UteaT 
no.se controls which meet or exceed the requirements of our policv 

My telephone number is  . ____^^^ 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Soeech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

«str—""fill?9 Add:ess: P0- Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street . Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Rodney M. Shoop 
Page Two 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, will be in touch with you soon to discuss this meetina.  If you have 
any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call him at (410) 545-8640. 

^Sincerely,       y' 

'arker I-, wnnams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA 

The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
ISTH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE 

SENATE OF MARYLAND 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

CHRIS VAN  HOLLEN, JR. 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE: 

304 JAMES SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991 

(301 I 858-3137 (MONTGOMERY COUNTY AREA) 
(4)0) 841-3137 (BALTIMORE AREA) 

HOME OFFICE: 

3514 FARRAGUT AVENUE 
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 20895-21 32 

(301) 933-3213 

m 
August 21, 1997 

Mr. Charles Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
MD State Highway Administration 
707 Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD  21203 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

©IQWI^ 

i m2zm 
j) 

For decades the residents of the Forest Glen community bordering on the Washington 
beltway (1-495) have been requesting the installation of sound barriers. The noise problem has 
only been getting worse over the years as beltway traffic and congestion have increased. 

I appreciate the work you did to help bring noise barriers to the portion of 1-495 that runs 
adjacent to the Woodside Forest community. I believe the Forest Glen community faces just as 
serious a noise problem. 

I understand that you and your office are reviewing the case for sound barriers for the 
Forest Glen area and that this study will be completed by the end of the summer (I assume this 
means no later than September 21, 1997). I believe that the Forest Glen community qualifies for 
sound barriers under the old criteria. However, even if it doesn't, it should certainly quality 
under the more flexible standards recently announced by the Governor. 

Please keep me updated on this project. 

Sincerely, 
'    > / n/? 

Chris Van Hollen, Jr.   
•F;U 
' l—o^ "To<-~"To\\ou3 ^ 

icav^ 

cc: David Winstead, Secretary 
Department of Transportation 

Kurt G. Ehrman 
John J. Gillon, Jr. 
Mary Cross Huntley 
James F. Miller CUL 



The Honorable Albert R. Wynn 
. 407 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515-2004 

Dear Representative Wynn: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Mr. Frank Vispo's concerns about highway 
traffic noise along 1-495 in the Camp Springs area of Prince George's County. I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the quality of life enjoyed by your constituents. 

A noise level re-evaluation was conducted in Mr. Vispo's community in July. The 
initial steps in processing the raw data of these analyses have been performed. The analysis 
process should be completed within a month and a State Highway Administration (SHA) 
representative will contact you and Mr. Vispo with the results. 

A number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the Camp 
Springs area are presently being evaluated and reviewed by SHA. Once these analyses are 
finished a priority list will be established for those communities where noise barriers are 
determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this review will be concluded by the end of this 
summer and we will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Thank you for your interest in this issue. In the meantime, if you should have any 
other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr.^Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-864U. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 



Mr. Frank Vispo * \\ 
Page Two V 

bcc:     Mr. James D. Hade, Team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Noise Abatement Team 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- August 25, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\WYNN0813.PFW     08/25/97 2:23 PM 



ALBERT R. WYNN 
4TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

COMMITTEE 

COMMERCE 

cDCO' & - 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TRADE 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

ENERGY AND POWER 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2004 
August 13, 19-97.. 

Mr. Charlie Adams 
Director of Environmental Design 
Maryland State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

• 407 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2004 
(2021 225-8699 
Web site: http://www.house.gov/wYnn/ 

DISTRICT OFFICES 

• 9200 BASIL COURT, #316 
SPRINGDALE, MD 20774 
(3011773-4094 

• 8601 GEORGIA AVENUE, #201 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
(3011588-7328 

• 6009 OXON HILL ROAD 

OXON HILL, MD 20745 
(3011839-5570 

Enclosed please find a letter I received from one of my constituents, Mr. Frank Vispo, 
expressing his concerns about noise along I-95/I-495 near Auth Road in Camp Springs, 
Maryland. It is his contention that the noise pollution level in this area exceeds 120 decibels 
each day. 

I am sure you would agree that excessive noise at homes near the Beltway can be a 
serious problem for residents. I would like to ask you to investigate Mr. Vispo's concerns to 
determine if a sound barrier is needed at this location, and if so, please advise me of the steps 
necessary to begin the construction of a barrier. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my Legislative Director, Claudia 
Arko, at (202) 225-8699. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Albert R. Wynn,        (f 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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THE HONORABLE ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

\W iJUL 08 ; 
FRANK  VISPO 
6024 AUTH ROAD 
CAMP SPRINGS MD. 2074 6 
JULY 2, 1997 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN, 

THIS IS A REQUEST FOR YOUR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION TO HAVE THE STATE 

OF MARYLAND BUILU AN EVIRONMENTAL NOISE BARRIER ALONG INTERSTATE 

95/1NTERSTATE 495 WHICH IS AJACENT TO MY PROPERTY. 

OVER THE YEARS THE COMERCIAL TRUCK TRAFFIC HAS INCREASED 

EXPONENTIALLY, ALONG WITH COMPLETELY UNREGULATED ENVIORNMENTAL 

NOISE POLUTION. THE ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE POLUTION LEVEL AT THIS 

LOCATION AVERAGES AND EXCEEDS L20 DB. CONTINUOUSLY EVERY DAY. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE POLUTION HAS REACHED AN INTOLERABLE 

LEVEL AND INCREASES DAILY AS THE COMERCIAL TRUCK TRAFFIC IS 

PERMITED TO OPERATE WITH COMPLETE/ABOSLUTELY NO RESPONSIBILITY. 

THEREFORE, THIS IS AN URGENT REQUEST FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION 

IN HAVING AN ENVIORNMENTAL NOISE BARRIER CONSTRUCTED ALONG 

INTERSTATE 95/INTERSTATE 4 95 TO BUFFER SOME OF THE OBTRUSIVE 

AND EXCESSIVE NOISE TOLUTICN AT THIS LOCATtCtl. 

SINCERELY,% 

FRANK VISPO 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

July 22, 1997 
\ 
n 6 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Mr. Frank Vispo 
6024 Auth Road 
Camp Springs MD 20746 

Dear Mr. Vispo: 

Thank you for your recent letters to Governor Glendening and State Highway 
Administrator Parker F. Williams regarding highway traffic noise along 1-495 in the Camp 
Springs area of Prince George's County. I certainly appreciate your concern and want to 
give you an update on the progress of our work on this issue as it relates to your area. 

A noise level evaluation was conducted a number of years ago and at that time a noise 
barrier was not justified based on our cost criteria. Our policy for sound barriers has 
undergone a number of revisions which could potentially affect the eligibility of some 
communities which did not qualify under the previous policy. A new analysis will be 
initiated, the details of which will be discussed and coordinated with you by the State 
Highway Administration (SHA) staff. 

There are a number of communities identified in Prince George's County that 
continue to be affected by traffic noise.  We are reevaluating all communities that did not 
previously qualify for noise barriers, with the intent to assess these areas under the new 
policy.  We anticipate the analyses and review will be completed by the Fall of this year, at 
which time we will contact you with the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you 
need any additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Mi^/ftA^^ 
4 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

The Honorable Kathleen Kennedy-Townsend, Lt. Governor, State of Maryland 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)-_ 
865-1000 

TTY Forthe Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

June 20, 1997 

Dear Resident: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration will hold an informational meeting on 
Wednesday, July 2, 1997 at 7:30 PM. The meeting will be held in the second floor 
Assembly Room of The State Highway Administration's District 4 Office, located at 
2323 West Joppa Road (Near Falls Road and Joppa Road) Brooklandville, MD 21022. 

The purpose of this meeting is to present design details for the traffic noise barrier to 
be constructed along 1-695 (Baltimore Beltway) between Loch Raven Boulevard and 
Perring Parkway. A question and answer period will be included as part of this 
meeting. 

We encourage your attendance. Your active participation in the meeting is always 
welcome. 

aarles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       The Honorable F. Vernon Boozer 
The Honorable A. Wade Kach 
The Honorable Martha S. Klima 
Baltimore County Council 
Mr. David Malkowski 
Ms Linda Singer 

My telephone number is _  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



CITIZEN 
ADDRESS 
ZIP CODE 

Baltimore County Council 
Old Court House, 2nd Floor 
TowsonMD 21204 

The Honorable F. Vernon 
Boozer 
614 Bosley Avenue 
TowsonMD 21204-4066 

The Honorable A. Wade Kach 
214 Ashland Road 
Cockeysville MD 21030-1902 

The Honorable Martha S. 
Klima 
1403 Newport Place 
Lutherville MD 21093-5920 

Resident 
8740 Lackawanna Ave. 

JBaltimoreMD 21234 

Resident 
8742 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8743 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8744 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8745 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8746 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8748 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8750 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8754 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8756 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8758 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8760 Lackawanna Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1700 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1702 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1704 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1705 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1706 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1708 Wayne Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8729 Emge Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8727 Emge Road 

Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8713 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8714 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8715 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8716 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8717 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8718 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8719 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8720 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8722 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8723 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8724 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8726 Eddington Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

% 

$ 



Arnolia United Methodist 
Church 
Baltimore MD 21234 

"Resident 
8619 1/2 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8621 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8627 1/2 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8635 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8637 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
rS639 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8640 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8642 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8643 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8644 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8645 Quentin Ave. 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8647 Quentin Ave. 

Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8704 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8705 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8706 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8707 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8708 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8709 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8710 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8711 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8712 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8714 Jennifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1805 Cromwood Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1803 Cromwood Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1802 Cromwood Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1760 Dunwoody Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
1762 Dunwoody Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8711 OakleighRoad 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8715 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8717 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8718 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8719 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8720 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8721 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8728 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Resident 
8732 Oakleigh Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

% 
$ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration y «/> 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

May 14, 1997 

Dear Resident: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration will hold an informational meeting on 
Friday, May 23, 1997 at 7:30 PM. The meeting will be held at High Point High 
School, 3601 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville, MD 20705. 

The purpose of this meeting is to present design details for the traffic noise barrier to 
be constructed along 1-95 from 1200' north of MD 212 to south of Old Gunpowder 
Mill Road. A question and answer period will be included as part of this meeting. 

We encourage your attendance. Your active participation in the meeting is always 
welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Mr. Charles Watkins 
The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Barbara Frush 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 

My telephone number is —_  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



tease 
sitter aided police 
his wife vanished 

[TLIN FRANCKE 

LFF 

ward County prosecu- 
;vealed yesterday that 
arranged to secretly 

jonversations between 
Stephen Riggins and1 

en-age girl with whom, 
tccused of having an il-.; 
ixual relationship, 
addition to the sex of- 
charges that Riggins, 
he has been the center 
itroversy since his wife, 
!, mysteriously disap- 
d more than a year ago. 
ough police have never 
;ly labeled Riggins a 
ct in her disappear- 
Riggins acknowledged 

• oath last fall that he 
he target of a homicide 
;igation. i ,, ,   i 
e existence of the tapes 
to light' in a hearing 

rday in Howard Circuit. 
;. Riggins, 40, whalived' 
kridge with Nancy, is 
l to bar a jury from 
ng the tapes in the trial 
:es on charges he had a 
term relationship with 
laughter's baby sitter, 
snow 19 years old. 
is unclear exactly what 
;apes reveal; they were 
dayed iri court. Lawyers 
the baby sitter allowed 
e to tape telephone con- 
itions she had with Ste- 
i Riggins, as he is called 
lends and family, begin- 
four days after his wife 
speared in July 1996.   . 
iggins*  attorney,  How-! 
Goldman, told Judge 

es B. Dudley that he 
,sto     [SeeRiggiif,5B\ 

ea tne case wiui mc .i>i"e> 
Enforcement Administra- 
tion, FBI and Baltimore po- 
lice- ..,     i.. The case began with a tip 
from an area resident about 
unusual activity at the 
Chemical Treatment, Inc. 
warehouse on Moravia Park 
Drive in Baltimore. Federal 
agents staked out the ware- 
house, setting up cameras 
inside, combing through 
trash containers outside, 
and tailing cars driven by the 
suspects through six states, 
court records show. 

Federal [See Cocaine, 5B] 

reeling. 
The six friends had put 

about $3,000 each into what j^ 
amounts to an annual high-seas ^mP 
game under way 100 miles off the CSast 
of Maryland. With a record 264 boats 
chasing the elusive white marlin this 
week the tournament remams the 
largest such event in the world, its orga- 
nizers say. , •  ^ 

The three grand is a drop in the ocean 
for many of the entrants, the types who 
spend $2.4 million on fishing boats the 
size of a decent back yard or send their 
private jets to Florida to fly in a world- 
class captain. 

In one sense. Brown is something or 
an exception.  The  61-year-old  from 

Marina in Ocean City to have their fish weighed. 

Broad Run, Va., is the only painting con- 
tractor known to be in the tournament. 
Last year, he used his cut of the $416,890 
first prize to remodel part of his hoiise 
and help his wife pay credit card debts. 

Now, 12 months later, with the marlin 
on the line, it looked as if he could go to 
work on the rest of the house. 

But each time the marlin jumped 
from the water, the oohs and aahs on 
deck became less and less enthusiastic. 

By the time the fish was lifted into the 
boat, it was clear that it wasn't going to 
win anyone anything. Estimated at 
about 45 pounds — a relative tyke by 

other categories 01 usn, m- 
cluding the much larger blue 

marlin — a 691-poui^K- was caught 
Wednesday — but th^p money is on 
the finicky whites. 

White marlin often swim after bait for 
minutes before deciding whether to 
strike. When they do, they thrash and 
jump so much that they often pull out of 
the hooks. The angler must find a deli- 
cate but decisive balance, holding the 
line taut enough to keep the fish hooked 

' but not so tight that the line breaks. 
On land, the anglers turn to more so- 

cial pursuits as the affair becomes a gi- 
ant dockside cocktail party every 
evening. One rumor      [See Marlin, 5B]. 

Beltway neigtibors get 
reacquainted withquiet 
$44.2 million project 
isblockingtheroar 
of rash hour on 1-695 

By MELODY SIMMONS 
SUN STAFF 

For once, members of the 
Ciociola family can hear 
summer's sweet symphony 
of crickets. Or the ring of the 
phone. And maybe a little 
television  every  now  and 
then. •>•.•.•• 

After nearly 20 years of 
waiting, the , Cibciolas and 
others on1 their Lutheryille 
street are finally getting re- 
lief from the din of Interstate 
695 just beyond their back 
yards, thanks to the new 26- 
foot sound barriiers in their 
neighborhood., 

"It's made a difference — 
for the better," says Shawn 
Ciociola, 42, who lives at the 
MeadowWe   Road   home 

with her parents.. "You can 
leave the windows open now 
and hear the TV." 

This summer, the hulking 
beige concrete barriers are 
going up across the north-, 
eastern ring of the Beltway, 
part of a $44.2 million push to 
shelter 1,173 homes in seven 
border   communities  from 
the noisy and intense traffic. 

Many, like the Ciociolas, 
have lived just behind the 
Beltway  for  decades  and 
watthed it grow from a mod- 
est thoroughfare that han- 
dled 45,000 cars a day in 1965 
to a speed track that today 
serves 170,000 drivers daily in 
the Towson area alone. 

With that growth came 
the hum of commuter noise 
— the loud whizzing of cars, 
an occasional whine from 
overburdened tires and the 
baritone rattle of 18-wheel- 
ers. Residents retreated in- 
side, many reluctant even to 
hold a backyard barbecue or 
a game of horseigioes. 

CHIAKIKAWAJIRI: SUN BTAPF; 

Wall of quiet: Mitetf Ciociota and her husband, Salvatore, 
in front of the new 26-/00* sound barriers that separate their 
neighborhoodfrom Interstate 695 in Lutherville. 

"If someone was at the 
door, I had a hard time hear- 
ing them," says Louise Long, 
also a resident of Meadow- 
vale Road, who says she isi 
getting used to the barrier; 
that dwarfs her backyard 
garden. 

Her neighbor Charlene 
Oaines adds: "I got so used 
to the noise that one day I 
woke up and I finally realized 
that I didn't hear it anymore. K 
I don't think the kids real-j 

ized it until they moved away 
and came back to visit." 

. The sound barrier project, 
funded through state, feder- 
al and local dollars, in some 
areas complements a $55 
million Beltway widening 
project now under way be- 
tween Towson and Pikes- 
ville. 

Noise relief is also being 
offered to residents in parts 
of the county near other 
high-        [See Barriers, 12B] 

Group plans to 
IDth-centnry a 
Opponents say homes   h 
are too dilapidated       u 

By MARILYN MCCRAVEN -^ 
SUN STAFF 

Controversial plans are 
moving forward to save a 
patch of long-neglected and 
vacant 19th-century alley 
houses in the 900 block of 
Lemmon St. in Southwest 
Baltimore. 

Working through the new- 
ly founded nonprofit Lem- 
mon Street Local Develop- 
ment Corp., a small band of 
neighborhood preservation- 
ists say they have contracts 
of sale on five of the alley 
houses. They also plan to 
buy three others. 

The hous.es, near the 
B&O Railroad Museum, 
were built for Irish immi- 
grant railroad workers 
around 1840, say preserva- 
tionists. 

A "Saving these houses will 

O. ^   ! 

o 



© Weather Central' 
41 in Youngstown, Ohio unner io 

^palMe 
peace, quiet 
[Barriersjrom Page 1B] 

ways, along with residents hear 
busy roadways in other counties. 
. In June, for example, Gov. Par- 
rls N. Glendening announced a $6 
million project to build barriers on 
both sides of Interstate 95 in Ar- 
butus, between Metropolitan and 
Southwestern boulevards. 

Barriers also will be placed 
along interstates in Howard, 
Montgomery and Prince George's 
counties. Many such walls already i 
line the region's other Beltway — 
Interstate 495 in the Washington 
suburbs. 

"I'm sure it will improve the 
quality of life," says Johns Hopkins 
University psychology Professor 
Stewart H. Hulse, an expert on 
sound and acoustics, of the barrier 
construction. "I'm sure it's noisy. 
The barriers are going to have 
some effect on the sound levels." 

Jesse Free, an engineer for the 
State Highway Administration's 
barrier project, said acoustic tests 
are performed on the Beltway be- 
fore the walls are designed to de- 
termine how high the barriers 
should be. „ >   \ 

A height between 20 aind 30 feet 
slets up a sound wave, as the noise 
from the road comes up at an an- 
gle, bounces off the concrete walls 
and is deflected back onto the 
Beltway. '   - 
-'- That sound ricochet would 
make it louder for commuters on 
IT695, but many have their win- 
dows up anyway, so it wouldn't 
matter, said Randall Scott, an 
SHA traffic chief. ^ 

1 The construction follows a well- 
orchestrated blueprint. Trees and 
shrubs are plowed; cranes put up 
concrete supports and/finally, the 
barriers arrive — placed upright 
into golden-colored steel columns 
like a jigsaw puzzle. Doors Eire 
added for access to fire hydrants. 
Z Along the Beltway's Inner Loop 
at the Perring Parkway exit and in 
some areas in Towson, barriers 
have not sprouted as they have 
near Dulaney Valley Road and in i 
I^andallstown.    (     .Tf i 

CH1AKIKAWAKIRI   BUN STAFF 

Asking questions: Joan Jewell talks with construction worker Tom 
Boyle about the barrier project. 

Those already up generally get 
good reviews from their new 
neighbors, who appreciate the 
quiet. Even so, some say they have 
had to adjust to being cut off from 
the passing scene of the Beltway, 
which they eiyoyed in an odd sort 
of way; 

"The Christmas that it was so 
icy was ftm watching all the cars 
stop and slide," said Ciociola. "At 
night now, it's very dark. You can't 
see anything at all." 

Some neighbors even compare 
the appearance of the tall walls to 
prisonlife. / 

"I was bom and raised in the 
city, one block from the peniten- 
tiary, and that wall reminds me of 
the one at the Pen," says Harold 
Long, of the barrier in his back 
yard just offDulaney Vailey Road. 

For families who now await the 

wall, however, living with com- 
muter clatter has proven trying 
and tiresome. 

"Yes, the noise keeps me 
awake," says Joan Jewell of the 
8600 block of Quentin Ave. in the 
Loch Raven area, which soon will 
have barriers. 

"The barriers are not going to 
eliminate the noise, but they will 
be a more livable situation," she 
adds. "We can't entertain in the 
back at all — we even put up a 
glass porch and had reinsulation, 
siding, new windows, everything 
possible put in to make it as noise- 
less as possible, but it can't be 
helped." 

Says neighbor Ellen Bamaba, a 
29-year resident of Quentin Ave- 
nue: "About 4 a.m., you can hear it 
start — it's a dull roar and then we 
can hear brakes squeal. It's just 
terrible. We need them. The sound 
has gotten worse and worse over 
the years." 

Hopkins tests allergy medicine effect on SATs 
BY A SUN STAFF WRITER 

Johns Hopkins Allergy and 
Asthma Center in Baltimore is 
seeking high school students who 
are allergic to ragweed to take the 
SAT in an effort to determine the 
effects of allergy medications on 
SAT scores. 

Student scores QA the test, 

which will be administered tomor- 
row, will not appear on their 
records unless they request it. 

Candidates must be at least 14 
years old and have completed 
their freshman year of high school. 
They also must never have taken 
the SATs. 

Those interested should call 
1-800-845-3942. I 
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• STATE OF MARYLAND 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

. — ——"•        ~ CONTACT:    Judi Sciou 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        ^ '    p^ypeidmann 

Governor's Press Office 
(410)974-2316 

Valerie Bumette Edgar 
State Highway Administration 

(410) 545-0303 
(800)323-6742 

GOVEBNOR'S PRESS OFFICE 

-sssssssssssssar" 
» , ,„, afoe SOM„rf terriers in/^r cottirito $22 million earmarkedfornmesouna 

n     16l997)-Takingactiontoin,provethequaHty0flifeand 
^OVERHIEL^MD (^16,1997) ^ 

,       •aentsUvingnearmterstatevGovemorPamsN.Gendemngto 
enhance safety for residents Uvingn 

unnprf for four counties, nine new sound bamers are planned tor , nf Cheryl and Scott Delamater's 
riendeningtnadetheannouncementfromthebackyardofCherylan 

Governor Glendemng ma aTTc 50 at MD 410 will provide pnvacy 
„-..   The neW sound barner along US 50 at MW 

homeinBellemeade/LandoverBlls.Thenewso 

n« homes in the community. 

^CoumywiUbuildasoundbamertoprcectyo 

in their backyards" ^ havehoped for a sound 
THeDe.amaters.whoHveMfce.fto.n.heUSSOMD 

bam« since buying thdt house in IW      • 

more • 
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Sound Barriers 
Page Two 

t1* 
"After many years of tad work, it's «<* «te ti. community md coun^ state and federal 

governments Ca„cometogether,osoive a common proMem,»8,d Mr, Defter. ^ been a iong time 

coming, but we're finaliy going to be ab,e to have oor dream house and be able to enioy our badcyard" 

This year the state will be^n consmrction on sound barriers in a.ota, of nine residential areas 

including: five in Prince George's County, two in Montgome^ County, one in Howard County and one in 

Baltimore County.  The federal, state and county govenunents are paying 

$22 million to build the nine sound barriers. 

The new sound barriers are just one way the governor's Smart Grow* program helps 

comntuniUes. The State's SIS Mlion Smart GrowAbudget offers incentives to businesses and 

communities that work to improve and enhance existing neighborhoods like this one. 

••This sound barrier is a prime example of the cost of building and expanding roads today," 

Covemor Glendening said. "We must take into account communities, as well as the en—, and 

p.ovidesoundbamers.streeucapeimprovementsand.andscapingwherenecessa^" 

Senator Paul G. Pinsky, who was insuumenta! in helping the Delamaters and other residents «the* 

strivefor soundbamers, said the years of effort were well worth it. 

; ..ionreallv does pay off," Senator Pinsky said. "The people of these 
"Persistence and organization really aoes pay « , 

communities deserve this victory." 

• • .H«d,e event by the Delamater family, Maryland Transportation Secretary 
The Governor was joined at the event oy mo i^ 

.A • • •,^ Parker F Williams, County Executive Wayne Cuny, local 
David UWinstead, State Highway Administrator Parker F. win 

dected officials and residents of the community. 

### 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration *' 

\P 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

March 13, 1996 

Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
Director 
Baltimore County Department of Public Works 
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue 
Towson MD 21204 

Dear MrjQ&en: $J> 

I am writing in response to your recent letter to Mr. Neil Pedersen about the accepta- 
bility of Baltimore County's requirements of developers in the area of noise mitigation. 

One of the areas emphasized during the noise policy review was the construction of 
new developments adjacent to highways without controls. It was felt that there 
needed to be more control at the local level, where decisions on land use are made. 
Without this, the State will continue to be faced with requests for noise barriers from 
new developments. 

The noise policy review process is coming to a close and, once it has been 
completed, we will be in a position to formally address the issue of local controls and 
the exemption of counties from the match for noise barriers.  It would be premature to 
address this prior to the completion of the review process. You may wish to review 
the requirements that are presently in place in Howard and Montgomery Counties to 
get an idea of how they address noise controls for new development. The information 
you sent to Neil Pedersen did not include any specific requirements based on existing 
or future noise levels. While we have not determined what the minimum requirements 
would be to qualify for an exemption, specific noise level thresholds will likely be key 
to the acceptability of local programs. 

If you have any additional questions, please call Charlie Adams.  Charlie may be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

• 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •Baltimore,'.Maryland 21202 

 sa. ssas- teO-rf-jr. 



Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
March 13, 1996 
Page Two 

bcc:   Noise Abatement Team 

t 
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PAULA C. HOLLINGER 
1 I   DISTRICT 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

HOME  ADDRESS: 
55  RAISIN TRr-IE CiRCLb 

BALTIMORE. MO III 2W- !"!,:.l 

•..1 lui S.Q.I-.-.i'-l*} 

FAX    -.l UJi .lyG-'sSDti 

April   25,   1995 

David L.   Winstead 
Secretary 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
P. 0. Box 8755 
BWI-Airport, MD  .21240 

Dear Seer stead: 

I am in receipt of your recent letter regarding the noise 
barrier solution for the Eden Roc/Saxony Court area of the 
Baltimore Beltway (1-695). I am delighted that this area will be 
included in the upcoming project. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this effort. 

Paula C. Hollinger 

PCHrdlm 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

-.v-'I^^W-.,.-.- : 

V <t> 

William Donald Sch»«for 
Governor 

0. James Ughthlzer 
Secretary 
Stephen G. Zentz ., . 
Deputy Secretary 

July 19, 1993 .___- 

The Honorable Leo E. Green" 
Senate of Maryland 
212 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MDS 21401-1991 

Dear reen: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the Lanham Station Area Citizen's Association 
about a sound barrier on the Capital Beltway (1-495) between MD 450 and MD 704. 

Selofohe primary criteria which must be met for an area to be considered for noise 
'abatementis'the construction date of the homes.   Our retrofit sound barrier program applies 
only if the homes were constructed before the original highway. The studies conducted by 
the State Highway Administration showed that the majority of the homes in Lanham Station 
were built after' the,Beltway,,and,therefore, ..this, communityis.jTOpdisibletfor..miT.;program^ . 

Regrettably, the 1992 letter you received from Mr. Creston Mills, SHA's District Engineer 
was in error.   I have enclosed a copy of a letter from Mr. Hal Kassoff to you (dated 
November 1, 1988) which correctly states the facts.   I regret any confusion which may have 
been caused.' Unfortunately, this community does not meet our program eligibility..-, 

requirements. ; - '?;'•• J  ' 

;.'Lighth;i'zer. 
Secretary 

Enclosure: 

cc:      Mr. Hal Kassoff   ,- 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

t 
My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600 

nY For the Deal: (410) 684-6919 
Post Office Box 8755. Baltirriore/Washington International Airport. Maryland:2124p-0755 
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Mrs. Susan J. Binder 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
The Rotunda - Suite 200 
711 West 40th Street 
Baltimore MD 21211 

Dear Mrs. Binder: 

The Maryland State Highway Administration has completed final design for a 
noise barrier project on US 50 in Prince George's County, Maryland for the 
communities of Willow Grove, Enterprise Estates and Lottsford/Glendale Estates. 
These communities should have received noise barriers as part of a previous widening 
project for US 50, but have now been committed to be constructed. 

As a condition for the use of Federal funds, and prior to bid opening, an 
analysis of all communities along the upgraded US 50 corridor from 1-95 (Capital 
Beltway) to east of the South River Bridge, and within the Baltimore-Annapolis 
Transportation Corridor Study (BATCS). A report on the findings of this analysis is 
attached. The findings indicate no was requested by FHWA additional noise barriers 
are warranted. 

We therefore request approval for bid opening for project NH-130-1(8)N from 
FHWA to apply Federal aid to this project.  We are available to discuss the attached 
report or provide any additional information that you may need.  Please contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Office of Environmental Design if you have any 
questions or need additional information.  Charlie may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker Williams 
Administrator 

Attachment 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams,  Office of Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Office of Project Planning and Preliminary Engineering, 

SHA 
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Mrs. Susan J. Binder 
Page. 2 

Prepared by:  Douglas Rose 
Chief Engineer 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Ken Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
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Maryland Department of Transportation Governor 
The Secretary's Office Davi'd L- Winstead 

Secretary 

September 27, 1996 Thomas L. Osborne 
\ Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Wayne Curry 
County Executive 
Prince George's County 
County Executive Administration Building 
5th Floor 
Upper Marlboro MD 20772 

Dear County Executive Curry: 

Funding for a number of new noise barrier projects was included in the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) capital budget beginning in Fiscal Year 1997.  Five of 
these projects are located in Prince George's County.  Barriers would protect the Calverton 
and Laurel Ridge communities on 1-95, the Bellemeade community on US 50 and the 
Kingswood and Lanham Station areas on the Capital Beltway.  The attached maps indicate 
the general limits of each project.  Previous analyses performed by SHA determined that all 
of the noise barrier eligibility criteria have been met.  Until now, funding for construction 
was not available. 

These projects are included in SHA's Type II or retrofit noise abatement program. 
One of the requirements of this program is that the local jurisdiction provide a twenty 
percent share of the project costs.  The design of all of the projects is underway.  In order 
for SHA to proceed with construction, we will need a commitment from Prince George's 
County for the twenty percent funding share.  The estimated cost for these projects is 
$9,950,000. The Prince George's County share would be $1,990,000. 

Prince George's County's agreement to provide the twenty percent share of the 
project costs can be confirmed by writing to Mr. Parker F. Williams, State Highway 
Administrator.  His representatives will contact your staff once this confirmation has been 
received, to initiate the preparation of a formal agreement between Prince George's County 
and SHA. 

We are pleased to be able to move these projects forward with your assistance.  If 
you have any questions or would like any additional information about the specifics of the 
projects, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA Director of Environmental Design, at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

VU.l/J*^ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Mr. Parker F. Williams 

865-1000 
My telephone number is (410)- 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 665-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 



David L. Winstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation HaiTaLoff 
State Highway Administration . Administrator 

March 5,1996 

The Honorable Dana Dembrow 
Maryland House of Delegates 
219A T. H. Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 » 

Dear Delegate Dembrow:    r- 

Thank you for your letter about the status of funding for the noise barrier project for 
the Indian Spring community. 

The Indian Spring community is one of a number of areas which were previously 
determined to meet all of the eligibility criteria for a noise barrier, as you indicated in 
your letter. Additional funding for noise barriers has been included in the Consoli- 
dated Transportation Plan. The funding schedule and preliminary design information 
for the Indian Spring barrier project will be determined over the next few months. This 
project will require a 20% match from Montgomery County. As soon as the prelim- 
inary design details have been developed, we will schedule a meeting with the 
community to present and discuss this information. We will contact your office when 
this meeting is scheduled. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to call Charlie Adams, 
Director of our Office of Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

HalKassoff 
Administrators 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mvteleohohe number is _ :  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
: 1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

'rr. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 •Baltimore, MD 21203-0717  *'";•'' 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

,Xs»- viz.      -»*. -*-- — -   —"----'    -- *•- 



t 

The Honorable Dana Dembrow 
March 5,1996 
Page Two 

bcc:   Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Jim Hade 
Ms. Shawn Newson 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 

Prepared by: :^^ Shawn Newson, OED 

~>ir A'i'^-i'/'jf. 
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The Honorable Louis L. DePazzo 
County Council of Baltimore County 
County Courthouse 
Towson MD 21204 

Dear Councilman DePazzo: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Glenn Werner, about a noise 
barrier for the Chesaco Park community. 

Over the last year we have been working to revise our noise abatement policy to 
increase its flexibility. While the policy review was underway, noise analyses were 
postponed pending completion of the review. Now that the review is finished, the State 
Highway Administrations Office of Environmental Design will be revisiting those 
communities which previously did not qualify for noise barriers. The Chesaco Park 
community falls into this category. It is expected that re-analysis of these communities 
will be underway by February 1997. A representative from the Office of 
Environmental Design will contact Mr. Werner, to schedule this work. 

Thank you again for taking the time to bring the concerns of this community to 
our attention. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Mr. Charles Adams, Director of Environmental Design. Mr. Adams may be reached 
at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, OED, SHA 
Mr. Glenn Werner 



The Honorable Louis L. DePazzo fa 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
Mr. Kenneth Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

rt* 



y^t      Maryland Department of Tmnsportation SSi•G,endening 

N._.. The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osbor'ne 
Deputy Secretary 

June 28, 1996 

tffc 

The Honorable Arthur Donnan 
The Honorable Barbara A. Frush 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable Jim Rosapepe 
21st District Delegation 
210 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Dorman and Delegates Frush, Menes, and Rosapepe: 

Thank you for contacting me on behalf of your constituent, Mrs. Linda Howard, 
regarding the noise from 1-95/495 near her home.  As you may already know, Mrs. Howard 
contacted the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of Environmental Design last 
summer with her concerns about the highway traffic noise. 

In response to Mrs. Howard's concerns, it was determined a reanalysis of her 
community would be conducted once the noise policy review was complete.  Now that it is, 
SHA is scheduling reanalyses of those areas potentially affected by the policy changes.  A ' 
representative from SHA's Office of Environmental Design will contact Mrs. Howard within 
the next three weeks to schedule this work. 

Again, thank you for letting me know your constituent's concerns.  If you have any 
questions in the meantime, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^Lrfc iLfc*- 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Ms. Grace Mary Brady 
Mrs. Linda Howard 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

859 7fiflO 
My telephone number is (410)- o->       uw 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 



The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Barbara A. Frush 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable Jim Rosapepe 
June 30, 1996 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James Hade 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Ms. Shawn Newson 
Mr. Kenneth Polcak 

j 



Mary/and Department of Transportation 0••/G,endenin9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
/i Secretary 

A' ^ / Thomas L. Osborne 
September 24, 1996 ^ Deputy Secretary 

The Honorable Douglas M. Duncan 
County Executive 
Montgomery County 
101 Monroe Street 
RockvilleMD 20850 

Dear County Eje»«tl^Duncan 

Funding for a number of new noise barrier projects was included in. the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) capital budget beginning in Fiscal Year 1997.  Two of 
these projects are located on 1-495, the Capital Beltway, in Montgomery County. The 
barriers would protect the Indian Spring and Woodside Forest communities. The attached 
map indicates the general location of the projects.  Previous analyses performed by SHA 
determined that all of our noise barrier eligibility criteria have been met.  Until now, funding 
for construction was not available. 

These projects are included in SHA's Type II or retrofit noise abatement program. 
One of the requirements of this program is that the local jurisdiction provide a twenty 
percent share of the project costs.  The design of both barrier projects is underway.  In order 
for SHA to proceed with construction, we will need a commitment from Montgomery 
County for the twenty percent funding share.  The estimated cost for these projects is $5 
million.  Montgomery County's share would be $1 million. 

Montgomery County's agreement to provide the twenty percent share of the project 
costs can be confirmed by writing to Mr. Parker F. Williams, State Highway Administrator. 
His representatives will contact your staff once this confirmation has been received, to 
initiate the preparation of a formal agreement between Montgomery County and SHA. 

We are pleased to be able to move these projects forward with your assistance.  If 
you have any questions or would like any additional information about the specifics of the 
projects, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA Director of Environmental Design, at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Mr. Parker F. Williams 

My telephone number is (410)- oOJ-HJUU 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
® i 



Mary/and Department of Transportation ZZ"•G,endenin9 

The Secretary's Office David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

September 24, 1996 

tfl 

The Honorable Charles I. Ecker 
County Executive 
Howard County 
The George Howard Building 
3430 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043/ 

Dear County Ej^SatfteEcker: 

Funding for a number of new noise barrier projects was included in the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) capital budget beginning in Fiscal Year 1997.  One of 
these projects is located on eastbound 1-70 in Howard County.  The barrier would protect the 
community located on Millbrook Road, just east of the St. John's Lane overpass.  The 
attached map indicates the general limits of the project.  Previous analyses performed by 
SHA determined that all of our noise barrier eligibility criteria have been met.  Until now, 
funding for construction was not available. 

This project is included in SHA's Type II or retrofit noise abatement program.  One 
of the requirements of this program is that the local jurisdiction provide a twenty percent 
share of the project costs. The design of this barrier project is underway.  In order for SHA 
to proceed with construction, we will need a commitment from Howard County for the 
twenty percent funding share.  The estimated cost for this project is $1 million.  Howard 
County's share would be $200,000. 

Howard County's agreement to provide the twenty percent share of the project cost 
can be confirmed by writing to Mr. Parker F. Williams, State Highway Administrator.  His 
representatives will contact your staff once this confirmation has been received, to initiate the 
preparation of a formal agreement between Howard County and SHA. 

We are pleased to be able to move this project forward with your assistance.  If you 
have any questions or would like any additional information about the specifics of the 
project, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA Director of Environmental Design, at 
(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Mr. Parker F. Williams 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



David L. Winstead 

M^ndDwrtmentof Transportation ^^ 
Sfafe Highway Administration <yi ^ Administrator 

January 29, 1996 

The Honorable Nathaniel Exum 
Maryland House of Delegates 
201 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Delegate Exum: 

I am writing as a follow-up to your recent telephone conversation with Charlie 
Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, about a noise barrier for the 
Centennial Village area. 

This area was developed after the original construction of the Capital Beltway, 
and is not eligible for noise barrier consideration under our existing noise 
policy. As Charlie discussed with you, this policy is under review by a panel of 
legislators convened by Secretary Winstead. The review is nearing completion 
and, once a new policy is in place, we will give consideration to Centennial 
Village in connection with any revisions that might affect their situation. 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to call me or Charlie 
Adams. Charlie may be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, „ 

7 
/(/ 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 



The Honorable Nathaniel Exum 
January 29, 1996 
Page Two 
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bcc:   Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Jim Hade 
Mr. John Lewis 

r Ms. Shawn Newson 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 
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July 12,1996 

\:4 ̂
 

The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
Senate of Maryland 
6615 Reisterstown Road 
Suite301     t    , 
Baltimore MD 21215-2603 

Dear Sen 

This letter is written as a follow up to our recent discussions regarding a sound 
barrier for. the Grasty Road community adjacent to 1-695. When we last talked, I indicated 
that we needed to complete additional noise measurements at Mr. Orlove's residence to 
determine if noise levels would reach the impact threshold. 

This measurement work has been completed and the results show that noise levels 
today are below the impact threshold. They are, however, at a level that the future noise 
levels resulting from the beltway expansion will reach the threshold of 66 decibels. We have 
also determined that the noise barrier we analyzed can provide some protection to Mr. 
Orlove's residence. The result is that we have determined that the cost criterion for a noise 
barrier can be met and we will proceed to add this barrier to the current construction 
contract. The State Highway Administration will need to complete final design plans for the 
barriers. As this information is available, SHA designers will meet with the community to 
present the design. 

Thank you for your continued interest in this matter.  If you have any questions, 
please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Thomas Osbome, Deputy Secretary 

tit. 

My telephone number is (410)- 
865-1000 

TTY Por the Deaf: (410) 684^919 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 212404755 
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The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
Page Two   " 
July 12, 1996 

'W 

bec:    Mr. Charlie Adams 
Mr. John Lewis 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 

f 



The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffinan 
Senate of Maryland 
Suite 301 
Reisterstown Road 
Baltimore MD 21215-2603 , 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

Thank you for your inquiry on behalf of Ms. Eleanor Fenwick about the 
highway traffic noise from the Baltimore Beltway (1-695), near the Brightwood 
community. 

The evaluation of communities for noise abatement eligibility consists of criteria 
that include: whether the homes predate the original highway, and whether the noise 
levels equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 decibels (dBA). Results of a 1995 a 
noise monitoring study performed at the Brightwood community show that noise levels 
were well below the State Highway Administration's (SHA), impact threshold. Also, 
when the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), gave its approval for ithe 1-695 
expansion, the Brightwood community had not yet been constructed. The approval 
date is considered the date of public knowledge of a: project. In view of this 
information, the community is not eligible for noise barriers. Another factor to 
consider is that because the Brightwood community is located several hundred feet 
from the Beltway, it is likely that a noise barrier in this area would not provide 
substantial noise reduction. 

When the Falls Road Bridge constructionis almost complete, the SHA's Office 
of Environmental Design will perform a re-analysis of the Brightwood community. 
They will perform noise momtoring analysis to verify the noise levels, and will look 
into the feasibility of replacing the vegetation previously removed. When this work has 
been completed I will contact you with the results of the analysis. 



tf" 
The Honorable Barbara Hoffman 
Page Two 

Thank you again for your interest in this matter. If you have any questions in 
the meantime, please feel free to call Mr. John Lewis, Jr., of my office 
at (410) 865-1098. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

cc:      Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 



^ The Honorable Barbara Hofftnari 
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bcc:     Mr. David L. Winstead 
Mr. Charles B. Adams... 
Mr. James Hade 
Ms. Shawn Newson 
Mr. David Malkowski 
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March 19, 1996 

The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
State Senator 
Senate of Maryland 
100 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Hoffman: 

D^ !   fexsexl upor»   our discossi 

o^ ou<-   re^\eoJ j^ftxvs   ^oold y\oT SLO 

0p' ^1  4Vc Source i^^lu  \i 

accov^ocWr^^V^NS, "To  our k-v^ouolejWe- 

:tionofthe I am writing regarding your interest in the construction of noise barriers along the secrioH 
Baltimore Beltway between the Jones Falls Expressway and the Harrisburg Expressway. 

As we had discussed previously, the Department of Trajisportation agrees to proceed with the 
design and construcnon of noise barriers adjacent to the inner and outer loops of the highway 
along this section of the Beltway. These barriers would normally have been constructed at the 
dme that future expansion in this area occurs. Given this circumstance and the unusually high 
level of noise m the area, I believe that it is reasonable for the Department to consider advance 
construction of noise barrieis in this area. Hie fimding for the barriers will be 80% state fends 
and 20% from Baltimore County. This will require agreement from Baltimore County for their 
portion of the fending. Adequate right of way to accommodate permanent location of the 
burners also will have to be donated by the property owners. 

The final limits of the noise barriers have yet to be determined and there are still environmental 
issues that must be worked out. Generally, barriers will be designed and constrocted to provide 
noise level protection to the residences closest to the highway on Canbridge Circle and Barrow 
Court along the inner loop and on Fox Hunt Lane, White Manor Drive, Lochmoor Court, TaUy- 
Ho Road, Wilderfield Court and Summer Fields Court adjacent to the outer loop. I anticipate 
that design work will commence for this project in FY 199f and that construction will begin in 
FY 1998. 1 will contact you again once a firm schedule has been developed. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions please call me or feel free to contact Mr John Lewis 
of my office. John may be reached at (410) 859-7966. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

% 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September 10, 1996 

The Honorable Paula Colodny Hollinger 
Senate of Maryland 
206 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Senator Hollinger: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Charlie Adams about a noise barrier for the 
Rockland community adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway.  Your constituents have also written 
to Secretary Winstead and me. 

As you are aware, we recently revised our statewide noise policy to increase its 
flexibility.  One of the key components of the policy relates to the cost of noise abatement. 
We previously had a ceiling of $40,000 per residence, which has been raised to $50,000. 
We are aware that in a number of instances, particularly with new highway construction 
projects, this criterion results in communities not receiving protection.  The Rockland area 
falls into this category. 

All of the issues and factors involved in the Rockland area are being reviewed to 
determine if there is a way that a noise barrier can be provided.  We should reach a decision 
shortly and I will let you know as soon as we have done so.  In the -meantime, if you have 
any questions, please feel free to call me or Charlie Adams, who can be reached at 
(410)545-8640. 

Jiineerely, 

(   i 
eft, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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bcc:    Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
Mr. David Malkowski, District Engineer, State Highway Administration 
Ms. Shawn Newson, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, Director, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Douglas Rose, Chief Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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The Secretary's Office r  - David L Winstead 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
' Deputy Secretary 

September 24, 1996 "-- __J 

The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
County Executive 
Baltimore County 
Court House 
Towson MD 21204     jt 

Dear County Execijtive-Kuppersberger: 

Funding for a number of new noise barrier projects was included in the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) capital budget beginning in Fiscal Year 1997. Two of 
these projects are located in Baltimore County.  One is on 1-95 in the Arbutus area.  The 
other is on the Baltimore Beltway between Joppa Road and Thornton Road.  The attached 
maps indicate the general limits of the two projects.  Previous analyses performed by SHA 
determined that all of our noise barrier eligibility criteria have been met. Until now, funding 
for construction was not available. 

One of the requirements of our noise abatement program is that the local jurisdiction 
provide a twenty percent share of the project cost.  The design of these projects is underway. 
In order for SHA to proceed with construction, we will need a commitment from Baltimore 
County for the twenty percent funding share.  The estimated cost for the two projects 
combined is $12 million. Baltimore County's total share would be $2.4 million. 

Baltimore County's agreement to provide the twenty percent share of the project costs 
can be confirmed by writing to Mr. Parker F. Williams, State Highway Administrator. His 
representatives will contact your staff once this confirmation has been received, to initiate the 
preparation of a formal agreement between the county and SHA. 

We are pleased to be able to move these projects forward with your assistance. If 
you have any questions or would like any additional information about the specifics of any 
project, please contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA Director of Environmental Design, at 
(410) 545-8640. e 

Siflceidy, 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Mr. Neil Pedersen 
Mr. Parker F. Williams 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000  

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
® 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

June 26, 1996 

The Honorable Paul Sarbanes 
United States Senate 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

P^tf K? J:  Cedr 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the Rockland Community Association, 
about a noise barrier along the Baltimore Beltway to protect their community. 

While we will contact Mr. Idie Ingelhart to discuss the community's concerns, I want to 
give you some background.   During the planning and design phases for the beltway 
expansion project, a detailed noise analysis was performed to determine the impact 
that could be expected as a result of the expansion. The Rockland community was 
one of a number adjacent to the project which was included in this analysis. The 
results showed that four homes directly adjacent to the inner loop of the beltway, west 
of the Falls Road bridge, would experience noise levels exceeding the impact 
threshold. 

One of the criteria we use to determine where to build noise barriers is cost. The 
number of impacted residences which would benefit from a perceivable noise 
reduction from the barrier is divided into the barrier's cost. The result cannot exceed 
$50,000 per residence.  In the case of the Rockland community, the few homes 
located adjacent to the beltway are quite a distance apart. To protect them would 
require a long barrier that would cost more than $100,000 per home, well above our 
maximum. Our studies showed that other areas within the Rockland Community 
would not experience noise levels above the impact threshold. This does not mean 
that they do not hear noise from the beltway, but that the levels do not approach that 
at which we begin to look at abatement. 

If you have any questions or would like any additional information please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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June 26, 1996 
Page Two 

bcc:   Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. David Chapin 
Mr. John Lewis 
Mr. David Malkowski 

vfflr. James Hade 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

April 4, 1996 

The Honorable Dennis R. Schrader 
Vice Chairman 
County Council of Howard County 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-4392 

Dear Council Member Schrader: 

Thank you for your letter about the noise from I-95 on behalf of the residents of the 
Cardinal Forest community. 

When we receive requests for a noise barrier, we evaluate the area and measure the 
results against criteria that include: whether the noise levels exceed an impact 
threshold of 67 decibels; whether the homes predate the highway; and whether a 
noise barrier is appropriate and can be built at a reasonable cost. 

As you state, our noise policy is under review to determine where revisions may be 
needed. When the review is complete, we will gladly investigate to determine if the 
community meets the criteria for noise barriers. A representative from our Office of 
Environmental Design will give you an update on the policy review by the end of June. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to 
call me or Charlie Adams, our Director of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2253 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 717 » Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:  707 North Calvert Street  a Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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State Highway Administration 
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$ 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 13,1996 

Ms. B. Diane Wilson 
Special Assistant 
Howard County Council 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Dear Ms. Wilson: 

I am writing to let you know about the noise monitoring study for the residents along 
Glen Oaks Lane in Howard county. 

As we discussed, the State Highway Administration will initiate a study to determine if 
the community meets each of our criteria for noise abatement. When we investigate 
communities for noise barrier consideration we evaluate each area based on criteria that 
include: whether the noise impacts approach or exceed 67 decibels (dBA), whether the 
homes predate the highway, and if an effective noise barrier can be built for a reasonable 
cost. I will coordinate directly with residents Mr. Edward McKoy and Mr. Adrian Irby to 
establish a schedule for the noise study. You can expect to hear from me by the end of 
June with a timeframe for this work. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)545-8600. 

Sincerely, 

Shawn Newson 
Noise Abatement Team 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Adrian Irby 
Mr. Dave Lyon 
Mr. Edward McKoy 
Ms. Camelle Washington 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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State Highway Administration 
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(\\ David L. Winstead 

Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Npvember 1, 1996 

The Honorable Decatur Trotter 
Senate of Maryland 
313 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Trotter: 

This letter is a follow up to your conversation with Mr. Charles Adams, Director of 
our Office of Environmental Design. You had asked him about the noise barrier project on 
US 50 for the Willow Grove/Enterprise Estates/Lottsford communities. 

This project has been advertised for construction bids.  We are currently completing 
several revisions to the design to provide a greater opportunity for landscaping between the 
barriers and the highway, to soften the appearance of the finished barriers to motorists. 
These revisions should be completed within the next few weeks, and we expect to open bids 
in December. 

Thank you for your continued interest and support of this project.  If you have any 
additional questions, please do not hesitate to call Mr. Adams, who may be reached at 
(410)545-8640. 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director-Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

Mr. John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, Maryland Department 
of Transportation 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Decatur Trotter 
November 1, 1996 
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bcc:  \'Mi. James Hade" 
Mr. Earl S. Freedman 
Mr. Charlie K. Watkins 

Prepared by:  Charlie Adams, Office of Environmental Design 

m 



0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Hai KaLff 
State Hiqhway Administration Administrator 

April 7, 1993 

Mr. Bryan Lee 
7910 Cypress Grove Lane 
Bethesda MD  20818 

Dear Mr. Lee: 

Thank you for your recent letter, to County Executive Neal Potter concerning the traffic 
noise situation at your residence adjacent to I-495 in Montgomery County.   ! am 
responding to your inquiry since the State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
responsible for this highway and oversees Maryland's Noise Abatement Program. 

There are many more requests for noise abatement than we have the resources to 
address.  To utilize these limited resources in the fairest manner possible, we feel it is 
necessary to restrict noise abatement to those areas where State construction 
activities cause significant impacts to existing communities.  The criteria which must be 
met for approval of noise abatement for new highway construction includes a 
significant increase (five decibels or greater) over no-build noise levels.   Because the 
improvements to I-495 were constructed in the median, themaximum increase in 
noise levels will be one to two decibels. 

In addition, we investigated the cost of a noise barrier for the entire area between 
Seven Locks Road and Persimmon Tree Road.   It was determined the cost per 
residence would far exceed $40,000 per residence, which is the maximum allowable 
under SHA's policy.  To be specific, the cost of a barrier would be about $3.5 million, 
which equates to a cost per residence of over $140,000. 

In summary, the Cypress Grove Lane community fails to meet the reasonable cost 
criterion, and the noise level increase resulting from the highway improvements will be 

•minor.  Therefore, this area is ineligible for noise barriers under our policy. 

I regret we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry, but hope 
you understand our position in this matter.  If you have further questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

reiy,,,   *   Hi     • 
-   / 11 rl 

fiarles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Mr. Ronald C. Welke 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

My telephone number is 

Teletvoewriter for Imoaired Hearing or Speech 
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O.James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Maryland Department of Transportation m Kassotf 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

September 22, 1993 A^g 

Dr. Robert G. Vaughan, III 
President 
Lutherville Community Association 
Post Office Box 6 
Lutherville MD 21093 

Dear Dr. Vaughan: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise barrier eligibility for the Country Club 
Park community along I-83 in Baltimore County. 

For a community to be eligible for our retrofit noise abatement program a number of 
criteria mTt be met. An area must predate the original highway consfrucaon. which 
vour communi^ does.  Secondly, noise levels must exceed the impact threshold of 67 
decSand Jhe cost of a noise barrier to reduce the noise levels at the .mpacted 
residences cannot exceed $40,000 per residence. 

We analyzed the County Club Park area for potential eligibility for our program and 
fnnndThat noise levels at only four residences exceeded the impact threshold. 
Th^^costX^protect ^e fences would be approximately $700,000, which would 
greaSy exceed the cost criteria. Based upon this, your commun.ty ,s not eligible for 

our program. 

I rearet we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry   If you    . 
hLvfanrquestions or wish to discuss this matter further, please fee. free to^contact 
Mr ChaLs B. Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Mr. Adams 
may be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Mr Hal Kassoff 
V    Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

•^^^asawarspeech 
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State Highway Administration r 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 
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November 29, 1993 • 

Ms. Marsha Gardner ,. 
10709 Lady Slipper Terrace . 

.Rockville MD 28052 

Dear Ms. Gardner: ^ 

I am writing in response to your recent^^'^your residence.        .      . 
regarding noise abatement along the l//uc        y .        ^^^ 

Earlier this year, in cooperation -th the ^^^t^^^• 
an e"ensive noise measurement study m.the ^^ not eJ(Ceed 67 decibels (dBA). 
evetin the tacky** of the ^\^*Tued to determine traffic noise irnpa^ 
Sixtv-seven decibels is the threshold standard us were constructed as a 
The reason for the reduced noise ^vels ts the - «h berm ^ ^ greatest 

nart of the Timberlawn development. The terms 
Seleduction for ground level receptors. ^ 

•^ add.tion it is predicted tha, any future increase in r^se^f ^the 
LSf 'the IP270 East^. ^e — £*£ O. ^ ^ Timberlawn 
addttional lanes are.constructed^ « 
areais not eligible for noise bamers. _ 

questions concerning this matter ui _ 

me. 

ams, 
Director -.;:. •     • _    . 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc: Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

My telephone number is ly telephone nun.^- - - 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
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September 29, 1993 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

f 

Mr. Brian Thomson 
7221 Grubby Thicket Way 
BethesdaMD 20817-1510 

Dear Mr. Thomson: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning traffic noise at your residence adjacent to 
the West Spur of I-270 in Montgomery County. 

The State Highway Administration Noise Policy requires that a number of criteria be 
met before noise abatement measures are considered. One of these requires that a 
significant noise increase must occur as a result of the highway improvement project, 
or a substantial physical impact be made to the existing conditions. 

Since the widening of I-270 will take place in the median of the existing highway, 
neither of these events will occur.  Noise levels are predicted to rise only two decibels 
- an increase that is not discernable to the human ear.  In addition, the roadside 
environment, which presently serves as a buffer between your residence and the 
highway, will be untouched. Therefore, this area is ineligible for noise barriers under 

<our policy. 

Thank you again for sharing your concerns with me. I regret we are unable to provide 
a more positive response to your inquiry, but hope you understand our position in this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

//fTtePKassoff 
0   Ac Administrator 

My telephone number is —  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
c»r««» ftrM-qc.-: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 



#1 0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Hai KaLotf 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

June 24, 1993 

Mr. Tom Moore 
2 Owens Court 
Rockville MD 20850 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise barrier eligibility along 1-270 near your 
home. Let me explain the process involved in determining where noise barriers are 
constructed. 

During the planning stage for the project, 1-270 widening, we conducted a detailed 
environmental impact assessment, and studied the potential adverse impacts including 
noise   In assessing potential noise impacts, noise levels are evaluated based on the 
projected future traffic volume for the highway.  In addition, noise measurements are 
taken at "worst-case" noise sensitive locations (typically those closest physically to the 
highway) to establish a baseline of impact. The "impact zone" in this area was 
identified as extending out from the edge of the highway no more than about 200 feet. 

Future noise levels will not equal or exceed the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) criteria of 67 decibels at any of the homes along Nelson Street, Owens Court, 
and Beall Anderson, or Wilson Avenues.  The reason lies mainly in the distance of the 
homes from the highway (over 300-600 feet).  Noise energy dissipates as it travels 
from its source, thus reducing the decibel level.  Noise levels at Owens Court would 
be 3-4 decibels (dBA) below the FHWA criteria level. 

For an area to be considered for noise abatement, noise levels must equal or exceed 
the FHWA criteria level. The noise barrier that was constructed was not extended 
further to the south because the residences on Nelson Street and others in West End 
Park are not within the noise impact zone. 

Thank you again for sharing your concerns with me.  I regret that we cannot offer a 
more positive response, but I hope this has clarified the factors and rationale behind 
the noise barrier decisions made in this area.  If you have further questions, please 
feel free to contact Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design. 
Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

-rn-r M~,-»K r^\^ar>i otroot, Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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MarylandDepartmentofTransportation 
Sta te High way A dm in is tra tion f o 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

fundi n 7 
PLEASE REPLY TO: 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
2323 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BROOKLANDVILLE.  MARYLAND 21022 

March 5,   1993 

# 

Mrs. George McGarrigle 
5605 Oregon Avenue 
Baltimore Maryland 21227 

Dear Mrs. McGarrigle: 

Thank you for your recent letter about highway noise by your home 
on Oregon Avenue and 1-95. 

This particular area had been identified as meeting the noise 
level criteria and other requirements for sound barriers. 
However, in all candor, the issue is one of funding. 

In addition to the tight state funding outlook, our noise barrier 
retrofit program requires that if a noise barrier is to advance 
to construction, there must be county participation in its 
funding.  While I cannot speak for the county, I can tell you 
that the funding outlook for the program is not very positive. 
It would be unfair to even venture when or if this barrier will 
ultimately be built. 

I regret we cannot give you a more positive response.  However, 
if you would like more information about the noise barrier 
program or if you would like to check periodically if there is 
any movement, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design. He may be 
reached at 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Charles R. Harrison 
Metropolitan District Engineer 

CRH:LIS:ko 
cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams 

Mr. Gene Miller^ 
Mrs. Linda Singer 

My telephone number is 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

-rn-r !M_-»u r»-3l..or+ Ct     n-.ltirnr>ro   Msrvlanrl 21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

April 27, 1993 

9 
> William Donald Schatftr 

Governor 

0. James Ughthlzer 

Secretary 

Stephen G. Zentz 

Deputy Secretary 

JjlJ^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger J. Lewis 
4011 Caribon Street 
Mitchellville MD 20716 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lewis: 

Governor Schaefer has read your recent letter concerning noise barriers for the community of 
Willow Grove, and is very concerned.  He asked me to see if there was something we can 
do to help   I can understand your feelings about the decision to construct noise barriers at 
locations where you feel circumstances are similar to yours.  I would like to take a moment 
and explain the rationale behind this decision. 

The Willow Grove area does not qualify for a noise barrier because the community was 
developed after plans for the expansion of US 50 were approved   The difference between 
your community and the communities of Heritage Harbour and North River Forest is that 
ihose two community's barriers were addressed and committed to in the Environmental 
mpact Statement prepared by the State Highway Administration (SHA). The developmenr 

plans for these communities were known at the time the planning for the expansion of US 50 
was performed.  Since Willow Grove was developed after approval of the US 50 
improvements, it is not eligible for noise abatement. 

I know this may seem harsh and unfair, but our emphasis on noise abatement must be on 
those communities existing before highway construction is approved In the case of your 
area, the expansion of US 50 was known and approved prior to the development of your 

community. 

I regret we cannot offer a positive response to your request, but I hope this clarifies the     - 
situation.  If you have additional questions, or wish to discuss this matter further, please feel 
freTto contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA's Office of Environmental Design, 

at(410) 333-8063.       , - • 

Sincerely, 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 

My telephone number is (410)- 
859-7600 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 
M-irvlanW ?l9.<m'V7S? 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration y ,i) 

v 0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 29, 1993 

The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley 
United States House of Representatives 
District Office 
200 East Joppa Road 
Towson MD 21204 

Dear Congresswoman Bentley:. 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. William A. Spiegel, secretary of the 
Hazelwood Park East Civic Association, concerning noise barriers for I-95 between 
Hamilton and Hazelwood Avenues. 

«A review of our records indicates that this community does not meet the date 
requirement for noise barriers under our noise abatement policy. Although many of 
the homes in this area are relatively old, this community postdates the original 
construction of the highway, which was completed in 1961. 

As you know, there are more requests for noise barriers than we have the resources 
to address. We must strictly adhere to the policy requirements in order to ensure a 
fair and equitable method of determining where noise abatement is provided. 

I regret we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry.  If you 
have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact 
me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie may be 
reached at (410) 333-8063 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:   -Mrf Charles B.Adams 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
..» « JJ.?^». TO-r M^>»h r?i"°rt ctroot . Baltimore. Marvland titv* 
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August 16, 1993 

Mr. Stephen M. Turner, CPA 
Turner, Jones & Associates, p.c. 
Certified Public Accountants 
8245 Boone Boulevard, Suite 704 
Vienna VA  22182 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

d^^ 

Dear Mr. Turner: 

Thank you for your recent letter to District Engineer Creston Mills requesting noise 
barriers for the planned development at Manchester Estates adjacem to 1-95/495 ,n 

Prince George's County. 

The State Highway Administration Noise Abatement Policy specifically excludes _ 
lommumtifs wlch' post-date the original construction of the highway from^nsidenjnon 
of noise abatement measures.  To be specific, the actual construction of houses must 
occur prior to the completion of the highway. 

There are many more requests for noise abatement than «_ have the^^ 
address   To utilize limited funds in the fairest manner poss.ble, we feel it s necessary to 
estr ct no se abatement to those areas where State construction acnvmes unpact e  s mg 

communities. Since the planned development at Manchester Estates tails to meet the 
daS requirement, this area is ineligible for noise barriers under our current policy. 

I reqret we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry, but hope you 
undfmand our position in this matter. If you have further questions, please do no. 

hesitate to contact me. - 

raries ts. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc: Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

My telephone number is  ' 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 
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Mr. David H. Bader 
Managing Agent 
Grosvenor Homeowners Association 
11141 Georgia Avenue, Suite 512 
Silver Spring MD 20902 

Dear Mr. Bader: 

! am writing in response to your recent letter to District 3 Engineer, Creston J. 
Jr   concerning traffic noise along I-270 in the vicinity of the Grosvenor commun.ty.   . 

•Our records indicate that development of this community *^^l^* was 
homes did not exist at the time approval forthe widening of the I-270 East Spur was 
received   This is one of several criteria that must be met for an area to b, considered 
for nofse abatement under the State Highway Administration Noise Abatement PoUcy. 

There are many more requests for noise barriers^iat^we have the resources to 
Iddress   We must strictly adhere to the policy requirements in order to ensure a fa.r 
and equitable method of determining where noise abatement should be cons.dered . 

and constructed. 

I reoret we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry   If you 
hive any questions, or wish to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact 

me at (410) 333-8063. 

icere 

ml 

^ _ \fp—- 
Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design  i 

cc:      Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

My telephone number is 

383-7555 Baltimore Metro 
T-W^jHUr*.' *g££«8£8Z&l S*„U. TO,! Fr5e 

. ,..,|_,,,-)   i-i in' 
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THOSE BITS OF CORRESPONDENCE ON HOLD 

''Kii. 

]    BERLAGE. DERICK -- Administrator's Control #97NOV12 J 
I     Date Due:       11/17/97 '. Of 

•w^ VTI^U n : „l~.,~ T A as r Re: Noise Barriers along 1-495 
Community:   Forest Glen Park 
Notes: No need to respond per CBA 

Add name to list to receive the final report 

BOWERS. tfONALD F. - Secretary's Control #7546   DLW for PNG 
DateDue-r      11/25/97 
Re: Requests assistance w/proposed chpge to road -- Barriers for 1-83 
Qymmunity:   Longford North 
Notes: On hold per CBA - 11/19/97 

PESCRILLE. JOSEPH D. - Secretary's Control #7610  DLW for PNG 
Date Due:       12/03/97 . 
Re: Requests consideration of highway noise barriers for 1-83 that impacts Longford 
Community:. Longford North 
Notes: On hold per CBA - 11/19/97 

Supersedes Secretary's Control #9684--Due 11/26/97 

Same letter - To DLW 

SNOOK. WILLIAM. - Administrator's Control #970CT42 
Date Due:       10/28/97 
Re: Sound Barriers for 1-695 
Community:   Trinity Assembly of God 
Notes: Please File per CBA--9/08/97 

^ 

E:\CORRESP\lSON ICE.DOC     11/25/97 4>09 PM 



The follow up end of Summer letter regarding noise .barriers went to the following 
citizens from Charles Adams: - 9 

A 
Ms. Karen Cook 
Anne Arundel County Council 
P.O. Box 2700 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Mr. David W. Doar 
Ms. Marjorie S. Klein 
8225 Stone Tail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Ileana Fleishman 
8204 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. John J. Gillon, Jr. 
2921 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Mr. Thomas Harman 
3641 Sylvan Lane 
Ellicott City MD 21043 , 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Havrilko 
6370 Lawyers Hill Road 
ElkridgeMD 21075 

Mr. Miles M. Heater 
4614 Westhill Road 
Ellicott City MD 21043 

Mr. Philip R. Hertz 
10700 Lady Slipper Terrace 
North Bethesda MD 20852 

Mr. David Hussong 
Ms. Amy R. Hussong 
8215 Stone Trail Drive 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Mrs. Surinder K. Juneja 
President for the Residents of 
Timberlawn South and 
Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's 
Association 
10734 Pine Haven Terrace 
N. Bethesda MD 20852 

Mr. Marvin Katz 
7506 Shadywood Road 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Kelly 
7606 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Ms. Paula Titus Laboy 
Carderock Springs Citizens Association 
P.O. Box 34831 
BethesdaMD 20827 

Mr. Steven Landsman 
Property Manager 
Abaris Realty, Inc. 
11820 Parklawn Drive 
Suite 110 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Ms. Barbara B. Langhoff 
7511 Hamilton Spring Road 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. Barry Maker 
7334 Heatherhill Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. Joseph P. Martin 
7224 Longwood Drive 
Bethesda MD 20817 . 

Ms. Sonja Macy McHugh 
2920 Newcastle Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
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Mr. James F. Miller 
2922 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1217 

Ms. Pom O'Neill 
10710 Pine Haven Terrace 
RockvilleMD 20852 

Mr. Roscoe R. Suddarth 
Ms. Michele R. Suddarth 
7403 Machekzie Court 
BethesdaMD 20817-4554 

Mrs. Stewart 
2518 Forest Glen Road 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Ms. Joan H. Wolf / 
7005 Rainswood Court 
BethesdaMD 20817 

Mr. Wolfgang L. Wiese 
8229 Stone Trail Drive 
BethesdaMD 20817 



.-      .      ,_ .'.-«. Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation Gme(^ 
State Highway Administration S) °eaclSrL Winstead 

¥ 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 29, 1997 

Ms. Karen Cook 
Anne Arundel County Council 
P.O. Box 2700 
Annapolis MD  21401 

Dear Ms. Cook: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy.  This letter is sent to bring you up to date 
on our efforts so far. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a statewide review to 
determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.  The review is taking 
longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end of the year.   A member of our noise 
team will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 545-8640. 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator 

t My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The follow up end of Summer letter to elected officials regarding noise barriers wen. to the following: 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Frank P. Casula 
Mayor 
City of Laurel 
8103 Sandy Spring Road 
Laurel MD 20707-2502 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
Senate of Maryland 
Suite 800 West 
7475 Wisconsin Avenue 
BethesdaMD 20814-3202 

The Honorable Gilbert J. Genn 
Maryland House of Delegates 
7000 Fawn Trail Court 
RockvilleMD 20817-3914 

The Honorable Marilyn Goldwater 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael R. Gordon 
Maryland House of Delegates 
416 Hungerford Drive 
Rockville MD 20850-4127 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
3123 Belair Drive 
Bowie MD 20715-3198 

The Honorable Sharon Grosfeld 
Maryland House of Delegates 
9906 Old Spring Road 
Kensington MD 20895-3235 

The Honorable John Adams Hurson 
Maryland House of Delegates 
313 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor. Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable James M. Kelly 
Maryland House of Delegates 
607 Fairway Drive 
TowsonMD 21286-7842 

The Honorable Betty Ann Krahnke 
Montgomery County Council 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Richard La Vay 
Maryland House of Delegates 
405 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

/ 
The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Suite 507 
51 Monroe Street 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Dan K. Morhaim 
Maryland House of Delegates 
Suite 100 
8 Park Center Court 
Owings Mills MD  21117-5609 

The Honorable Marilyn J. Praisner 
President 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue 
RockvilleMD 20850 

The Honorable Jean W. Roesser 
Senate of Maryland 
308 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

^ 

\\ 
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i The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen, Jr. 
Senate of Maryland 
304 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

The Honorable Albert R. Wynn 
Member 
U.S. House of Representatives 
407 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515-2004 
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.»      .      ._ . .    ,_ Parris N. Glendening 
MarylanaDepartment of Transportation Governor 

State Highway Administration ^      °^. wmstead 

W Parker F- Williams 
Administrator ^ 

October 29, 1997 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Maryland House of Delegates 
151 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Busch: 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the State Highway Administration's (SHA) 
comprehensive review of the 1996 Noise Policy.  This letter is s$nt to bring you up to date 
on our efforts so far. 

The State Highway Administration is in the final stages of a statewide review to 
determine those communities that may be eligible for a sound barrier.   The review is taking 
longer than hoped, but should be completed by the end of the year.  A member of our noise 
team will contact you with the results as they become available. 

Again, thank you for your interest.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, our Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at (410X545-8640. 

'afker F. Williams 
Administrator 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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John J. Gillon, Jr., Esq. 
2921 Stanton Avenue 
Silver Spring MD 20910-1218 

Dear Mr. Gillon: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding sound barriers along 1-495 in the Forest 
Glen Park area of Montgomery County.  I empathize with your concern over the impact of 
highway traffic noise on your community. 

Forest Glen Park was considered for a barrier in 1987, when the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) was preparing to widen 1-495.  Unfortunately, SHA found that the 
drastic difference in elevations between your community and the Beltway would have 
rendered a barrier ineffective. 

Since becoming Governor, I directed the Department of Transportation to conduct a 
comprehensive review of sound barrier issues.  This Spring, SHA remonitored several sites 
in Forest Glen Park to verify the level of traffic noise impact.  Although topography still 
presents a sizable obstacle, SHA will revisit the design issues to determine whether any 
^ftions are available that would help alleviate the noise impact on your community. 

Other residents of Forest Glen Park have also written and referred to a previous 
commitment by the State to build sound barriers in this area.  It is my understanding that no 
record of these commitments has been found.  If you or your neighbors have any written 
documentation, please forward a copy of it to Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, at Mail Stop 303, 707 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. 

The review of the Forest Glen Park community will be concluded this Fall.  Mr. 
Adams will keep you involved and informed as this review progresses.  He will also contact 
you with the results when this work has been completed. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for the interest which prompted you to write.  If 
you need additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
Adams at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

=^-      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration m 



Ms. Susan D. Schwarten 
8578 Autumn Harvest A. 
Ellicott City MD 21043 VJ 

Dear Ms. Schwarten: 

Thank you for forwarding a copy of your recent letter to Mr. James D. Hade of the 
State Highway Administration appealing the decision to limit additional noise abatement 
measures for the Autumn Harvest residents.   I have reviewed the objections you have raised 
and offer the following observations. 

A review of the environmental documents prepared for MD 100 indicate that noise 
levels were predicted to increase less than 10 decibels over the pre-highway conditions.   It 
was also anticipated that future noise levels would not exceed 66 decibels in the Autumn 
Harvest area.   The noise measurements you have taken challenge the State Highway 
Administration (SHA) results.   You specifically pointed out that noise levels at the third floor 
level of your home exceed 77 decibels. 

The firststep is to reconcile the differences between the noise level results.   One of 
the variances might be explained by the type of measurement used in each case.   The SHA 
uses a measurement technique which averages the noise levels during a specific period of 
time.  This is called the equivalent noise level or Leq.  Another discrepancy might result 
from the location where the measurements were taken.  The SHA predictions are based on a 
ground level location, generally in the backyard where outdoor activities take place. 

In order to ensure fairness to your concerns I have asked Mr. Parker F. Williams, 
SRAk Administrator to have the situation reviewed and determine if there is a basis for 
changing the decision.   Someone from the State Highway Administration will be in touch 
with you shortly to discuss the specifics of the noise measurement differences. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Charles 
Adams, SUAk Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 
Again,-thank you for your letter and efforts on behalf of the Autumn Harvest residents. 

Sincerely, 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:   Adams, Hade, Williams 
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Mrs. Jean M. Zawitoski 
16 Francis Avenue 
Baltimore City MD  21227 

Dear Mrs. Zawitoski: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding noise abatement 
issues along 1-195, in the vicinity of Francis Avenue in Baltimore County. The Governor asked 
me to thank you and respond on his behalf. 

As you indicated in your letter, your experiences with noise from 1-195 are well 
documented, including your participation in our recent noise barrier policy review. It is 
situations like yours that directly led to the issuance of a new sound barrier policy to guide our 
noise abatement program. As a result of the policy revisions, the State Highway Administration 
is reviewing a number of past decisions on sound barriers to determine if communities that did 
not previously meet the requirements for a barrier may now qualify. Your community is one 
of those being reviewed. 

One of the basic requirements is that noise levels must be at or above an impact threshold 
of 66 decibels. Initial noise level measurements taken by the State Highway Administration 
earlier this year showed that this threshold was not reached in your area. Review of this data 
has determined that additional noise level measurements are needed because, based upon your 
input there is reason to believe that the noise level information is not representative of the 
situation along 1-195 at Francis Avenue. Steps are currently being taken to re-monitor the noise 
levels in your area within the next month. This additional data will determine the level of noise 
impact and ensure that the noise measurement survey accurately reflects the existing noise 
conditions. A representative from the State Highway Administration will contact you about the 
scheduling of these additional measurements. Once this information has been obtained and if 
it is determined that noise levels do exceed the impact threshold, an analysis will be completed 
to determine if an effective noise barrier could be built that meets the cost criterion. I have 
asked that the State Highway Administration keep you involved and informed as this work 
progresses. 

You raised several additional points in your letter that I would like to respond to. While 
it is true that we are proceeding with a sound barrier project along 1-95 in the Arbutus area, this 
will not include a state funded barrier to protect those homes which were built after 1-95 was 
completed. Residents of the River Chase community are considering the option Of funding an 
extension of one of the sound barriers to provide protection to these homes. If this happens, it 
will not be funded by the State. Also, I have asked the State Highway Administration to look 
at the condition of 1-195 and see if there is anything that can be done to reduce or eliminate the 



impact noise problem at the bridge over Francis Avenue. / 

You also raised the question about reducing the speed limit on 1-195. This highway is 
presently posted at 55 m.p.h., which is consistent with its designation as an interstate highway. 
A reduction in the posted limit would not necessarily be effective in reducing the actual travel 
speed. Enforcement to try and attain the desired result would continue to be an issue. Lastly, 
you asked about purchase of your home if a sound barrier could not be provided. We have not 
done this in the past as a an alternative to the construction of a barrier, although our revised 
policy does identify this as a possible option in extreme situations. Before we address that 
possibility, I feel that we need to complete our analyses to see if the requirements for a barrier 
are met. I certainly recognize your level of concern and frustration with the effects of noise on 
your home and can only ask that you bear with us a little while longer. 

Again, thank for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on his 
behalf, I also thank you for taking the time to write. If you need additional information 
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, Director of 
Environmental Design, State Highway Administration, who can be reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

bcc:     Noise Abatement Team, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - July 25, 1997 
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June 26. 1997 
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Mr. Surinder K. Juneja 
President For the Residents of Timberlawn South and 
Tuckerman Walk Homeowner's Association ^g,   fe^ 

10734 Pine Haven Terrace ^^ arc__   a^a^^ 
N.Bethesda.  MD 20852 ^^   c^L  ^^^ 

Dear Mr. Juneja: ^eA" VcA--Vo   har-  UJU- — ' 

Thank vou for your letter of June 9, fefc Noise Abatement issues along the 1-270 East- 
Thank youjoi_you concerned about highway noise emanating from 

^O^^n^rl^lLu^  I would Uke to take a moment to exp.ain how 

our noise abatement policy works. 

The Mariand S^te Highway Administ^on,^"SHK^S-- 

Type I Policy.i^effe«.dU•fJ9
h

9iC
e

a
s

11,eo Sedate the approval of the highway improvements and. 
J; ^^etrS T^oZImproved at capacity must be 5 dBA greater than 

if no improvements were proposed, and 

5. a majority of affected residents want a barrier. 

analysis became a part of the highway development process 

called for: 

The Type II policy in effect in 1995 

Ms. Pom O'Neill 
10710 Pine Haven Terrace 
Rockville, MD 20852 
Page 2 

1 A majority of the impacted residences must pre-date the orig inalhigh way and. 
2. existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact threshold of 67 dBA and. 
•>, the impact level is 67 dBA or greater, and 
4. iSe cTof a proposed barrier is less than $40,000 per impacted and protected residence 

and, 
5. a majority of affected residents want a barrier and, 
6. funding is made available for the project. 

In the case of the Timberlawn community the majority of impacted homes in the area 
postdates the co^etL of 1-270 / I 495 system which we hold as 1964 and wou.d not qualify for 

our Type n noise barrier program. 

The new Noise Abatement Policy adopted in December of 1996 is more generous in 
qualifyS conltSes. As of Ms date we are studying how best to apply this new policy toward 
communities previously denied a barrier under the old Type I policy. 

The new Type II Policy still holds that a community must predate the construction of the adjacent 

highway in order to qualify for noise abatement measures. 

Arain thank vou for your letter and your concern. I regret that I am unable to offer a more 
• •      g      „t m vour reauest   If you have any other related questions, comments or concerns. 

^do'TS^TcS'S-clL B. AdaL, Director Office of Environmental Design at 

(410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 
Maryland State Highway Administration 

^ 

<D* 
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A Parris N. Glendening 
Maryland Department of Transportation \\        Governor 

Sfate Highway Administration A> °^--winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

December 31, 1997 

Ms. Dale Allen 
Mr. Richard Allen 
7000 Rainswood Court 
Bethesda MD 20817 

Dear Ms. Allen and Mr. Allen: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening, Secretary of Transportation 
Winstead, and me regarding eligibility and funding for a sound barrier on the inner loop of 
1-495, from Bradley Boulevard to Greentree Road.  The Governor and the Secretary asked 
me to respond on their behalf. 

You expressed concern about a gap between two areas eligible for sound barriers. 
The end points of a barrier for the Longwood area have not been determined.  This will 
occur during the detailed design phase, and the barrier will be designed to protect homes 
which are eligible under the provisions of our noise policy.  Enclosed is a brochure which 
will provide more information about the policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.   If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, who may be reached at 
410-545-8640 or 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

(j2A^tLo(^ XW^, \^i^ 
Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Ms. Dale Allen 4^ 
Mr. Richard Allen / 
December 31, 1997 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MOOT 

JMi. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
^Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - December 17, 1997 

SERIAL:       #????  This "Bumped-up" response replaces #97DEC14 
Secretary's Correspondence Serial Number yet to be assigned... 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\ALLE1209.DLW       12/18/97  11:33 AM 
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7000 Rainswood Ct. 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
December 9,   1997 

Mr. Parker P. Williams 
Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Re: Noise Barriers 

""iDiar Mr. 'Williams: 

At a board meeting of the Bradley Boulevard Citizensi Association 
(SBS*) on November 19, 1997, Senator Brain ?. Froah and State_ 
Delegate  Marilyn  Goldwater,  announced  that  Secreta^-  or 
uexegate  W<IJ.-L*£     c^a^-» of Maryland has determined that tne 

decision because these homes should also receive the benefit from 

the barriers. 

Would you please review thl- -i^tlon %*£%££ ^L'incSd 
- from from Greentree Rd. to 500 ft. west: ®f.^e^f" ^ Beltway was 

for eligibility, although newer homes (built after "»e Beltway ^s 
bSilU were constructed there. This "gap" runs along ^inswood Ct^ 
Sd'aff.cts other homes on nearby streets as *el 1 These newer 

homes should be treated on an ^d
b^0^^r^e. we feel they 

says sss^ttsz ^^^s^is^r^ the Beltway) located along Longwood Drive., B.ooke Drive 

Newbold. Drive. ....-• •'  

-    we    fear   tnlt   with" this" potential    "gap;.    |^•ef of^noise? 

Thank you. 
Yours truly. 

Dale & Richard Allen 

cc 1 
Governor Parris N. Glendening 
The Honorable David L. Winstead 



DEC 11 '97 04:03PM SHfl ADMINISTRflTOR 010 333 1586, P.1/2 

MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINlSTRATldN pNj 
THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE fK^ 

REQUEST FOR PREPARATION OF CORRESPONDENCE        J 

CONTROL #97DEC14 
LOG DATE:12/11/97 

SENDER:  ALLEN, DALE & RICHARD 

RE: KOISE BARRIERS 

[V] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR ADMINISTRATOR'S SIGNATURE 
i 

[ 1 PREPARE RESPONSE FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] PREPARE RESPONSE FOR GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE 
[ ] REPLY DIRECTLY, CC: ADMINISTRATOR 

ASSIGNED TO:  CHARLIE ADAMS 

TO BE RETURNED TO ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE BY:  12/18/97 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

C     J       C\ (Name ? Telephone / Date) ' ' 
RESPONSE PREPARED BY 

TYPED BY:   ^^jC^^r 

PROOFREAD BY:    ^ ^ \ »-^-  -HyDt^ 

SENIOR MANAGER'S APPROVAL: 

FOLLOW UP BY:  " ^_ DATE DUE: 

WAS THERE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE SENDER?   [ ] YES   [ ] NO 

REMARKS: _^— . - 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND PREPARED CORRESPONDENCE TO 
DONNA AUSTIN,  SHA 

PHONE# (410) 54S-0406   FAX# (410) 333-1586     



Maryland Department of Transportation 
Th« S«or«Ury'« Offlc* 

^ 
'V 1) s 

Panto N. Glendtnlng 

Governor 

David L. WlnatMd 
Sacrstanr 

Thomas L Oaboma 
Deputy Sacratary 

Febmaiy 27, 1997 

Ms. Sandra Amundson 
24 H Deer Run Court 
Baltimore MD 21227 

Dear Ms. Amundson: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening and the copy of your letter 
to Delegate Murphy regarding a noise barrier for the Riverchase community. The Governor 
has asked me to respond to you on his behalf. 

When a decision is made whether to construct a noise barrier, several factors are 
considered. These include whether the homes predate the original construction of the 
adjacent highway, whether the noise levels equal or exceed an impact threshold of 66 
decibels (dBA), and whether an effective noise barrier can be built for a reasonable cost. 
Mr. Charles Adams, the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Director of Environmental 
Design, attended a meetine several months ago at which he explained your community is not 
eligible for noise barriers because the homes were constructed after the highway. 

Mr. Adams informs me the residents of Riverchase may be interested in pursuing 
alternative funding, including funding some or all of a barrier themselves.  Though State 
funding for a noise barrier at Riverchase is not possible, we have offered to provide technical 
assistance to aid the community's efforts to obtain alternative funding. The State Highway 
Administration will be in contact with the Riverchase Community leaders about providing 
this technical support. 

Again, thank you for your letter. I am sorry I cannot offer a more positive response 
to your request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to call 
Mr. Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

1 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My Mephon* numbor to (410)- 865-1000 
TTY Fbr*a Daaf: (410) e«-1»«2 

Poet OfBoa Box eras. BeWmor»W«irf>ington Intomatfonal Airport. Maryland £1440-0785 



Ms. Sandra Amundson 
Page Two 

bcc:   jMr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
David J. Malkowski. District Engineer. SHA 
Parker F. Williams. Administrator. SHA 

i) fi 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
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July 16, 1997 

Ms. Marilyn Andrulis 
7220 Armat Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Dear Ms. Andrulis: 

This is a follow-up to our recent telephone conversation regarding the material on 
the highway traffic noise studies for the Longwood community.   My original intention 
was to fax the information but as you will see, it is somewhat extensive. 

Specifically, I have enclosed a graphic depiction of the "sound exposure level" 
(SEL), one of the data parameters given in the sound level analyzer printouts. In 
addition, the site diagrams for the recent noise measurement study are also included, as 
you requested. These should have been included in the appendix of the report sent to you 
previously. 

Finally, we are proceeding with our gathering of the remaining "decision 
documents" for the projects you listed in your June 2, 1997 letter. Information for some 
of the completed projects has been a little more difficult to locate since some files are 
now located off-site, but we are making progress. I anticipate that we will have all the 
remaining documents assembled by early August. 

As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

KDP/kp 
Enclosures 

% 

Charles B. Adams 
James D. Hade 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration t y 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

July 3, 1997 

Ms. Marilyn Andrulis 
7220 Armat Drive 

\pethesda, MD 20817 

Dear Ms. Andrulis: 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to our recent meeting to discuss highway traffic 
noise issues as they relate to the Capital Beltway (1-495) and the Longwood community. 
Enclosed are several documents that we discussed in the meeting. 

Specifically, I have enclosed a complete copy of the "Finding of no Significant 
Impact" (FONSI) environmental document, dated January, 1989, and the report on the 
latest noise measurement study conducted in the area. 

It was a pleasure to finally meet you in person after many months of telephone 
conversations, and I look forward to our continued cooperative dialogue and work on this 
matter. If you have any questions, need more information , or wish to discuss any of the 
materials enclosed, please feel free to contact me at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely 

Kenneth D. Polcak 
Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team 

KDP/kp 
Enclosures 

cc:       Charles B. Adams 
^^Na James D. Hade 

% 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Tiansportatlon 
State Highway Administration % 

A 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

September^ 1997 

Ms. Lisa Arthur 
5123 Clifford Road 
Perry Hall, MD 21128 

Dear Ms. Arthur 

Thank you for your concerns about highway noise from the I-95/MD 43 interchange. It was a 
pleasure meeting you on August 26, I have attached the results of the 24 hour noise measurement for 
your information. 

As the attached chart shows the noise levels were below the impact threshold of 66 decibels 
(dBA) for all hours of the measurement. To qualify under the Type II program the noise must equal or 
exceed the impact threshold and the majority of the impacted homes must predate the original highway. 
Our records indicate that the community of Lawrence Hill was constructed after 1-95 and after the 
improvements to MD 43 had received approval. Based on date and noise level information your 
community does not qualify for a sound barrier. I have attached a copy of our noise policy and a copy 
of our Community Resource Guide for your information. 

The Maryland Transportation Authority (MdTA) is responsible for the construction of any 
sound barriers along 1-95 in the area of your community. I have forwarded the 24 hour noise 
measurements to Mr. Doug Novocin at MdTA. 

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response. However, if you have any questions 
regarding this information, please feel free to call Mr. Novocin (MdTA) at (410) 288-8484 or me at 
(410) 545-8598. 

Sincerely; 

^ . x-i'.-'--"1 — 

Fred Eisen 
Project Manager 
Noise Abatement Team 

cc:       Mr. Charlie Adams 
Mr. Doug Novocin w/ attachment 
Noise Abatement Team 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

^ 

^ 
> 

Parris N. Glendening 
• Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John 0. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

July 18, 1997 

Mrs. Melinda L. Baillieul 
1241 Village Lake Drive 
Davidsonville MD 21035 

Dear Mrs. Baillieul: 

^ Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding your community 
and highway noise ongmating from US 50. The Governor has taken a personal interest to 
alleviate highway noise to communities along our State highways and asked me to respond on 
his behalf. * 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is evaluating numerous communities in 
order to determine their eligibility under our revised noise policy. The Lake of the Pines 
community will be included among those evaluated.  This review is scheduled to be finalized 
in early Fall, and we will contact you when it is completed to discuss the results. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

"Sincerely," 

;-^^ 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore-Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755 
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June 17,   1997 
t 

EECSaVEDRECKlVKD 
Governor Parris M. Glondening     jy^ 9 4 1997 JUK f 9 fBf 
State House 

David L. Winstead,  Secretary f\ 
Maryland Department of Transportation AM, 
P.o:  Box 8755, Elm Road ^ 
Baltimore-Washington Airport, MD 21240 fj 

Gentlemen, 
;{-, •  • • 

- I was pleased to read the article entitled *Glendening 
Answers Call For More Sound Barriers" carried in today's 
edition of The Washington Post. 

-'' While I realize that not every single request can be 
met, I would like to restate the problem that I outlined in 
an earlier letter. 

: I live in Lake of the Pines, a Davidsonville community 
that backs up to Route 50. Soon after purchasing our home, 
the; highway was widened bringing it one lane and shoulder 
neaii-er to my property line. Trees were removed in the 
process and a 6 foot chain link fence installed. The 
proiflised reforestation has not taken place and the chain 
link certainly is ineffective with regard to noise abatement 
and/or personal safety.  (Se« enclosed newspaper article). 

Nearly every housing development along the stretch of 
Route 50 from Davidsonville Road to 665 had sound barriers 
installed, with the exception of Lake of the Pines and the 
homes directly across Route 50 from us.  I honestly believe 
the noise is as great along our section of Route 50 as it 
has been determined to be in Prince George's County. 

, -i 

<' However, of even greater concern is the detriment to 
property value. The traffic noise certainly impinges on our 
quality of life, but it has defeated our efforts to sell. 
Our home has been on the market for over 18 months without a 
single interested buyer. We have had many, many people look 
at the house ^nd have reicfrivad nothing but positive feedback 
with regard to the house and price - however, all of our 

, /D M.U^'donrt. SSST GEE 0^ aOlUHlSINIWda bHS WUT2:TT. ZGv.SS.Nnrz-g 
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f 
prospective buyers complain about the proximity to Route 50   fa 
ancfcjthe ever present traffic noise. rt 

'? My husband and I are both employed and pay all state 
and; local taxes. We have not registered any complaints when 
our 1 property tax assessments were made. We are concerned 
that we now, through no fault of our own, haye a two acre 
albatrofis. 

;••;. You gentlemen are invited to come to my home to enjoy 
refreshments in my back yard serenaded by birds and the 
WHOOSH! of the ever present 18-wheelers (as well as cars, 
motorcycles/ emergency vehicles) and rest to the less than 
soothing sounds of the amplified bass that comes from the 
stesHos ot  the passing traffic. 

? Please, please consider our stretch of ANNE ARUNDEL 
COUNTY as a prospect for sound barriers. I truly would 
welcome a dialogue regarding this possibility. 

•i Yours truly. 

(Mrs.) MelindaYL. Baillieul 
1241 Village Lake Drive 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 
(410)  721-134.0 Home 
(410)  222-5820 Work 

ccih  All residents of Lake 
of the Pines 

Delegate Marsha S. Perry 
214 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Senator John A- Cade 
407 James Senate Office Building 
AnnapoliS/ Maryland 21401 

it 
•i 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

^ 
A \ 

June 17, 1997 

Mr. Ned Bamburger 
60 Blondell Court 
Timonium MD 21093 

Dear Mr. Bamburger: 

This letter is a follow up to our recent telephone conversation about the 
eligibility of the Mays Chapel community for a noise barrier.  The revised state noise 
policy has retained the date of eligibility for noise barrier consideration as the date that 
the highway was built.    Developments which are built after the highway are not 
eligible for a noise barrier unless the state were to plan a further capacity expansion of 
the highway. I am sorry that I cannot give you a positive response to your question 
about a sound barrier for your community.  If you have any questions, please give me a 
call at (410) 545-8640. 

Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc: QMfrJames Hade 
Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 
Mr. Dave Malkowski 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of'Tranipdrtatitin 
The Secretary's Office 

*) 
?) 
W 

Partis N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

September 8, 1997 

Mr. David C. Barclay 
Ms. Elizabeth F. Barclay 
1921 Sleepy Hallow Lane 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Barclay: 

Thank you for your letter regarding noise abatement along US 50.  I share your 
concern over the impact of highway noise on the residents of the Riverview Manor 
community in Anne Arundel County. 

Your community was not previously eligible for a barrier because one could not have 
been built for a reasonable cost as defined in our prior noise policy.  Since then the policy 
including the cost criterion has been revised.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) is 
currently evaluating a number of communities to determine whether they are now eligible for 
sound barriers.   Yours is one of those communities.  We anticipate we will have this work 
completed this Fall, and a representative from SHA will contact you once the results are 
available. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

^JlpJk^ 
cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

f My telephone number is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 @ 



m 

Mr. David Barclay ^ / 
Page Two 0)' 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
^o1se]3®ement-Teaitt} SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT August 28, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\BARC0828.DLW      08/28/97 12:03 PM 
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4 August, J997 

S^u[f6^Y•rPanisK01radeninB The HonoroblPolSaWaS^ OFFICE 
Annapolis. MD21401" w Presidtotial Wing 

i* «.i^rfiWi ftp^w,.^ James Senate Office Building 
^^^IjEEJVpr^nnapolia. MD 21401 

The Honorable Michael fluach      • ,._ tL WA«-*I.I Tn  . . -. 

6 Governor BladenBlvd ^ |he Honorable Phillip Bissett 
Anaapolii, MD 21401 ^XSTAZV - 4 llL0We "^ 0ffice Bld* 

F •*^..rZ;!%*t  AjfflapoliE!MD2l40J 

Dear Governor GlendeBing and Diarict 30 Representatives; 

itmJtrtS ta^f?iJlU,0,*ol,li a0 ***" V M** instruction project, representatives 60m the SHA visited our community of Lindamoor and hn»^ „. ]1«. 

specificaily addressed both the increase in heawomm^ffiv^^    ^^ and 

greater £?iSL2i tW ^ ^ ""^ ^the ^^in ««* trafflo is ff«iter w,an annapued but, by us nature, occurs heavily during the evenins and eadv 
hours (i.e -on a 24-hour eontinuoui had^ Th* „,»A J^ .USLz^Sf..   *".y 

not only 
morning 

part of your 1998 fUcal planning. neagate Road exit as 

qo^ 
Sincerely, 

"^Tmdamoor JUsidem 



.,.„     ,., PUG 21 '97 04:32PM SHP ADMINISTRATOR 410 333 158S 
AUG. "21 3/UnUI 10-00      UU».WI  »i\ni'*. .^_ 

P.2/3 002 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

INSTRUCTIONS: Plftsse invreatlgate ths attaohed and tato wnattver action to necfiBBarv to reaoond to our canemunnt 

Also. If ttiere are any questlani as to how to respond, please call KitMbS.       P ^^^J•? Bi'8w' 

LID;  40620 *"'*- 
RecalveOate s  a/1B/87 Al/Q    g, lai!l_ 
AaBlenDate: a/14/a7 ^A-l3?7 

OaadllndDate;   M«r SSCR^A»J7P^ 9 
Noma;    David Barclay 

1921 Sleapy Hollow Lane 
Annapolis, MO 21401 

Subject:     SOUND BARRIER REQUE 

Agency;     MOOT 

Dascriptlon: ilS^"SSS!SSPJfltmM
t tarplerfrom tha Westalde of Routs so to Baetgate Road near Undamoor. 

unit:   DSI 
:#^ 

REDIRECT   INFORMATION 
iLlh2.Ps55n^B«S? ^JS wf«PpndanM should ba handled by another asaney, please eomoleta 
the following information and forward (he eamplatad fwm and tho correspondenM ta ^BSSSr 
aganey. Alto, copy the complated form and send the copy to Sie unit IndEated above.   P P 

Re-Dlrscted to: 

Date:  
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

^ 

\ 

November 6, 1997 

fro* 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcari 
Deputy Secretary 

Mr. William E. Bellamy 
Ms. Karen J. Bellamy 
6392 Morning Time Lane 
Clarksville MD 21029 

Dear Mr. and Ms. Bellamy: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Glendening regarding development 
issues along MD 32. The Governor received your letter and asked me to respond on his 
behalf. 

The impact of noise from MD 32 on River Hill has been under discussion with 
representatives of your community, the State Highway Administration (SHA), Howard 
County and the Howard Research and Development Corporation for approximately one year. 
Unfortunately, the State is unable to consider providing noise mitigation for the River Hill 
community because the land was developed after the plans for expansion of MD 32 were 
approved and made public. 

The current project planning evaluation being conducted by the State Highway 
Administration will, as you point out, determine the scope of future improvements to MD 32 
west of River Hill to 1-70.  We are certainly interested in your input into this process and 
encourage your participation.  I agree with you that development needs to be thought out 
before it is implemented.  For this reason, the State's new sound barrier policy requires local 
controls on new developments, which will be located adjacent to State highways. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and 
on his behalf, I also thank you for the interest which prompted you to write.  Please 
feel free to call Mr. Robert Sanders at SHA about the MD 32 project planning process and 
Mr. Charles Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, if you have any questions 
about the highway noise program.   Mr. Sanders may be reached at 410-545-8513 and 
Mr. Adams may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

cc: 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Robert Sanders, Project Manager, State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

My telephone number is (410)- 
865-1000 

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 



A 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Karen Bellamy 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 
State Highway Administration 

iMr. Henry Kay, Manager, Office of Systems Planning and Evaluation, Maryland 
Department of Transportation 

JMr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 
Highway Administration 

Mr. Robert Fisher, District 7 Engineer, State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Mr. Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- October 20, 1997 -- Serial #7344 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\BELL0906.DLW      10/21/97 3:34 PM 
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k MClEfvS 
oer to wg? 

THE SECSEiaEY'S OPPieE 
SS^.S•* VAW«R - IB 25B «    LANDSCAPE 
PRBPARXTIOII OF GOVEBNOR'S COHB»5PQliM!F

C^RE DIVISION . 
SJGNATURE BVi UHnSVi^i 

W GATE:  IQ/IQ/B7 /dlw    fiEai&trf:     7344 

•»Aw       fc     ' Dh'-JB!   10/10/B7 
JBfiM:    BBLIJttOf, TO*Iig«        09/06/97 

BE: OPPOSBiS ^ SWUSIOK OF » 32 X^ ***«> CODm        HESPOMD „,' 1R/17/S7 

1  i    If» SS^Y *"*««>••»»«'. MCSIPS,  SHOW 

f 1 ^^S!
aS^f S^S^8'3 SIGB*ross 

FORUSEBYassPONSlBLBUNrr - 

FOR USE BY ASSIGNED AREA 

MSP(iNS?. PKEPABED BY:.__  

TYPE) BY: CNamft/TdephcmB/Date) 

PaOQKR^tDBY: .      " 
r 

BECOKD OF Dmaaai TELEPHONE RESPONSE    ^i-^ M0 3Z 

Name. jtfPaaan Called: . 
Wjittqi fi> Jaw-up wUi tie prepaxeti by: 

Date: 

l^TSO-001 
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OFFICE! OF THE GOVERNOR 
MAIL FORM 

O)1 

?-.2<?ie(l2 

RECEIVED 

.# 

UD:  . 

., Assign Date:  it/a/^97 
DaadllraDftte:   '002/1887 

Name:   TvniiamBenamy 
< 1392 Morning Time Lane 
OlarMd.MD 21020 

OCT  10 1357 

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

'i .* 

>• 

Sutyetct:     COMILAIBT 

Agency:     MDQi' 

Dascriptton: Opposes Jha expansion of Route 32 In Howard County. 

Unit:   osi • 

? i: 

ifthof 
WFQRUATTON 

agonc/. ^.eapytiftcamptelMfiBnnand^t^JBme 
Bo-oiitetaJtOJ        v t 



U01.    1UOCT 15  '97    02:49flri MD,SHfl-PkflNNING 410 333 104S86 ^A'.^ieOJ 

AM*1*. 

^     RECEIVED 

GETVED 

t 

SOVERWOR'S OFF/CE 
OH   10 W?1 awarixNiMOT 

WiUiasiE. AiCarso J, Bellamy 
SECRETARY DEPARTMENT        £392 Mommg Time Lane 

OF TRANSPORTATION OatfaiiDfi, Mayiand 2X029 

ThelloncrahlcPsmaN-Qtaukajflg 
lOQSrateCrclc 
State ferae 
Annai jofis, Maiyiaod 21401 

Cear xovBniarGkndaiiDgr 

I am; geadcnt of tfac R«er ffip mmrm ipWy wh^K T'a w^r^t ^ f},^. rnji^^a/f^jr^mi^ 
areacfHowariCofflBy. Kv»Iffli8aidaiiviC^nwaBinujfliiy,aifilai^n^ 
icaida ^haviEs moved in over ihdkai year aad a half if4a\illagewhiciiupaffafafi 
way i unauaplanrtad eaamaaty of Cahaohia which was conceived and developed by Jh£ 
ROUSE Company. 

• ThcniadcmsaflhisiicwviflagehaicapmMamw^ IhcUcve 
Oaiy tu should be awate, finam a cammnniy of leadeab paspccave,whatishappcmagin 
Howard Cannty. TheBthirt'nnwhidihaftOKqrredhefettfgafcg-acsingtareQfa 
pru^aiEu^aaycnir'^xnartC3row±Iniiiairve". 

TheBrJUti32 expanaionnowcorneadocctlyifaroughihcwiddlecfonrvfllage. Wbmthe 
viflagc was claai^dhgnaegBaiudi would be ^ThanoiMi^^^ 
priorl;» the dpeniflg of die now road Peo^piiicliaii&g these propeitiei were j^en^^ 
to mia aadmg* infonnatinn •fmm ifaair hiriMmk arri P^lf^pf enngeirong f^g infgnt and me 
offhemad. T^ffic vohimea and measured nffisolcveJs have already exceeded year 2010 
o^ectJitkaia of ths state Kglnwy Adnuniittatoii1, ^ 

RwCT^miflfflippQ^iiobefliel^dewlnperivflbg^rrfrCih]mh;<, ihe devdope^ Howard 
Court ^Rflseareh andDevdopniait(HIlD), jdsmed dwIayoiuofthecoommnitytoudlizE 
ev«y Tj; ofuaeddB apase forhouains maxsaiaag pmfiia! Whoie read aoiae kvds were 
esqiea i^ fp be Jdgfr art astfeaikm coiddoociBaso^ 
by Ho itfanj Coufiiy Hamnng and Zssing to the deidqier to ^Law construction of housing 
looro.eedaapkamed. Very Iftflcapa&siaayaaghlfl fer open s$^^*^rxx^\}em*\ 
fasa&i ia> cte., as was die case in offcer viflageE fa Colomhia. 

Reaidt cila of River Hfll arcoatanfynalfedby the dment traffic dflanmaandflieuseof 
larulbf the dnefoper, bncabo &6e thefikefihoad of afittUwr nidainigofSoufa 32 asis 

1 _v  
Sttpf lanoiiilEiramfflllflnlalinpact Statement (SEISX1959 
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• OOVGC ior IJams N- Glarffumg 

p|apq '<< hy tfff RHA Tn M*iOflii«fnwiya,l>! ^Hfy^lffi1 gr**^^ Mifmyea af traffic to and from 
the m rfhsnet conidar. 

Tliav areiumkedfl of residents of Kiver Ifill who are canficrncdwifli tiua quatoy of fife 
issue. WftjUajcoi^afcfayayattjihoutilB^ 

Adbgi baardreprcscnlattVEjMJf.JoskHdtecr. "IWsleftsrwiDliaveacopyafapetitiwi 
gipiy 1y ^Sft TmmtfhwMH m fliia M imn mnhy u/Kri are Ajntaiidinp that Ae JS^mnsiWe 
gpoup ii address tins problem. 

M«qy •rarirtfntB ar* ^ttgeiiy imracferi wrg thfar hffiwff fli? typfanesjanpi. Because of die 
excesi ive road ooitz, taneseadata can't open Ihdr wbdowi and some can*! even use 
bedmiinitntudifiBeQisxoad Ofliartare equally conconedbccsaBfiaftbcflircat of 
dedin afe^injpatyvaluea. 

Ihe n adenta, working tfanagb die Rivg Hall ccngnumty Aamriffrinn, finned a eonuniaee 
wrhidh nnBeitgd die aid of die SHA. HCP&Z. andHRU tins poiqi began mcedi^ in 
Octobxl996. SettuorMeCabeattaideddristintmeetinfiSUfiBeadngthatttiesegroup* 
woik^jgclhfirtofifldaflfllutrootothetoadiifliHfipobkm. In June, 1397, ai the request of 
SH A, P^P»Z. "H Iff"^ ^a nafrfentft fliiVnfn^ ^ pyopcwal addneadng aMamalhie ^ 
auijg^aiQflpbidanstoilieiiaiaepinblsin. Thspn^wsalwasdcvdopfidbydieresidfinta ^p 
based mjChcorctical rerhnical dilutions which we« angEcstedliy SHA, HCP&Z, and HRD 
doing a w^lhton^iofthe noise impact area in Feihniaiy, 1397. As of ihia date that 
has ba ok no repfy to this proposal. 

Hie dt veiopment ofihisviDagc is an ennqrie of how people can get caught m die web of 

esjan^leafhowUibanqirawdcaniBipact&B.livaaafflVB^onei^ 

HawSnj, idtopc%QXpeaenced die negative canjeequensefi of Spasd, Isuppatyour^Smart 
Gsowt i I^MtivB" program, ihdieva dial d^^nwitactiflnsflhrHddl» thought anf in 
tans iiffciiatare ^wn/wianfiituarioMbe^inq>lememadon. IwooldbeiolBtttstcdin 
ofiisiiijinyBerviees on avolunlaxy basis in Support of dm pro-am. tfl can serve in aiQr 
capscil if, please coniast me on 410 531-£49i. 

In tma J qnonldask that you consider suppoftbig our effads widi SHA, HCP&Z, and 
HRD I ur anluiions to die quality rftfif problem axaud by this Urban Sprawl Htuancnm 
ihs Ri\ er HSa vaiaae of CiflfimWi! WowonldBbetoauoyibiisamequaliiyaflivmsas 
other C'ohnidnaresidenis. 

Smpart^rYouis, ^^ 

'ilt ,    Bm& Karen Bellamy 

•4 i".;^ • 



David L. Winstead 

MarylandDepartmentotTransportation 'h'*       ;lecr
l
etary

rr ,A/ „ 
f**.   *     , ,-   £ A _i     •   •   x     J.- ' Parker F. Williams 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

April 28,1997 

Ms Marcia Bennett 
81 Arveme Court 
Baltimore MD 21093 

Dear Ms Bennett: 

Enclosed is the copy you requested, of the consultant's report on the recent 
highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the Mays Chapel community adjacent 
to 1-83. The report includes a summary and discussion of the results, as well as maps and 
diagrams showing the exact locations where each test was conducted. 

Also enclosed, is a copy of our revised noise policy for your information. If you 
have any questions please feel free to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of my staff at (410) 545- 
8601. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

cc:     rMr. James D. Hade 
Mr. Ken Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

V A 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

DATE: 4rf *P & 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN  Noise Abatement Design 
and Analysis Section 

TO: 

FROM: 

0%  ^l/d.m^ ~ tltif'6/9' $/2t 
(NAfaE/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

'     (NAME/O^FICEAlELEPHONE)/ f* 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 
(Including Cover Sheet) 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641. The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS 

iAA+*»*A>± A 

*«**£   /terA~/ ^£9,**    *££„   -^ 

47tte4S<i*eJa.  C2 ew 

Maryland Relay Service for Imoaired Hearina or Soeer.h    TMJAA.   U/iri/[   40lM6.aA£ HtfldG Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech    f*teU  l/UipA   &MAG'&fl(L ^wCsuv 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free ' '       / 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717         I\M*"- ^^ 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 2120;rS ,     x ^ ,1     ^ 

V^p 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration ? # 

lip 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

April 24, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bottomley 
4816 Norbeck Road 
Rockville, Maryland 20853-1617 

Dear Mr. Bottomley: 

I am writing to share with you the interim results of the 24-hour noise 
measurement study performed at your home, located along MD 32 (Norbeck Road). A 
chart and graph which depict the results of the test are enclosed for your information. 

The chart lists the ambient noise levels, which were continuously monitored at 
15 minute intervals over the length of the 24 hour study. The graph displays the Leq 
line, also called the equivalent sound level, which represents the average noise levels 
for each hour of the test period. This Leq line is then presented in relationship to the 
noise impact threshold, as shown by the horizontal line labeled 66 dBA. 

A complete Highway Traffic Noise Measurement Study report is being 
completed and will be forwarded to you within the next two weeks. This complete 
report will cover prior studies and explain in detail the evaluation procedures as well as 
the actual analysis and results. 

Thank you for your support and patience in this concern. In the meantime, if 
you have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, please; feel free to 
call me at (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Pdrcak 
Environmental Specialist 
Noise Abatement Team 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



EXHIBIT 1 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY Test date: 

Route: MD 28 (Norbeck Road) 
Location: Bottomley Residence - 4816 Norbeck Road 

Between Bel Pre Rd./Emory La. and Westbury Rd. 

4/3/97 
4/4/97 

-Start 
-End 

"i 
£ 

Sub-interval length (min.) - 
Number of sub-intervals/hour - 

15 
4 

Sub-interval Leq 
Interval 1 2 3 4 Hourly Leq 

12:00 PM 64.4 64.4 65.1 67.0 65.4 

1:00 PM 64.7 64.9 65.2 64.7 64.9 

2:00 PM 64.2 65.2 64.3 64.8 64.6 

3:00 PM 63.2 64.0 64.0 64.7 64.0 

4:00 PM 64.0 64.6 63.8 64.3 64.2 

5:00 PM 64.5 64.0 64.1 64.4 64.3 

6:00 PM 64.5 63.9 63.7 63.2 63.9 

7:00 PM 62.9 62.9 62.6 63.1 62.9 

8:00 PM 62.6 62.0 61.7 61.7 62.0 

9:00 PM 61.3 61.2 61.1 65.1 62.5 

10:00 PM 61.1 61.3 60.3 59.5 60.6 

11:00 PM 58.4 57.9 57.1 57.7 57.8 

12:00 AM 56.5 55.7 56.0 53.9 55.6 

1:00 AM 55.8 54.2 54.7 51.7 54.3 

2:00 AM 50.9 53.7 54.9 50.7 52.9 

3:00 AM 54.7 51.8 50.6 55.1 53.4 

4:00 AM 59.0 56.1 56.8 53.9 56.8 

5:00 AM 56.7 
62.2 

60.1 
63.1 

58.9 
64.0 

61.0 59.5 

6:00 AM illll!£fi B4.' 1 

1 7:00 AM 64.9g llSwiKsil 64.5 ^^^^| 

8:00 AM 
64-6l 
65.5 S 
64.71 
64.7 

^^^^S 64.5 
64.3 
64.3 
64.1 

65.4 

9:00 AM »^^L_ 64.5 65.3 

10:00 AM 
65.4 

11:00 AM 64.3 64.8 64.5 

80.0 i 

Ui 

1? 700 

24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 

'": '"' . .".!' 

66 
; | Noise Impact Threshold  j' .- 

erg 
£j     60.0 rr^- 

v.           "" ̂  
^^j    ' 

sv ••   ^^^"^fc^^.       —A 

2 -'    50.0 - 

"/:'c              ."'. 
40.0 

12 :00   2:00 4:00    6:00 8:00 10:00   12:00   2:00 4:00    6:00    8:00    10:00 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
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David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

May 20, 1997 

...1 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bottomley 
4816 Norbeck Road 
Rockville MD 20853-1617 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bottomley: 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to the letter you received from Mr. Ken 
Polcak of my staff regarding the recent noise measurement studies conducted at your 
home adjacent to MD 28 (Norbeck Road). A copy of the final study report is enclosed 
for your information. 

The study found that for the areas of concern, the past analysis which predicted 
future noise levels from the completed expansion of MD 28 were quite accurate. Noise 
levels at your home were found to equal 66 dBA during the peak traffic hour in the 
morning. The contents of the report should provide you with a full understanding of 
the analysis approach and results, however I would like to offer some additional 
comments regarding the latest results, and previous analyses as they relate to this area. 

In this particular instance, it was determined previously that a noise barrier in 
this area would not be feasible and of very limited benefit. The only possible location 
for a barrier would have to be on the curbed grass divider between the service road and 
MD 28. However, there are safety and sight-distance considerations which make such 
a proposal a non-feasible solution. If this been a feasible option in your area, it would 
have been implemented as part of the previous MD 28 expansion project. Only in 
limited areas along MD 28, where the curbed divider was sufficiently wide, and where 
the roadway geometry allowed were small earth mounds with some landscaping 
provided as part of the previous MD 28 expansion project. One such area, was in the 
vicinity of the other noise testing site discussed in the report. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bottomley 
May 20, 1997 
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I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response, but hope we have helped 
to clarify the key issues involved, and how the situation was addressed in our previous 
studies. Please feel free to contact Mr. Ken Polcak of our Noise Abatement Team if 
you have any questions. Ken's telephone number is (410) 545-8601. 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:      Mr. Ken Polcak 

Noise Abatement Team 

X 

"T^;^- - -'- 
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•^te -fffc 

Davjd L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

April 17, 1997 

Mr. John Brown 
7701 Groton Drive 
BethesdaMD 20814 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

This letter is a follow up to the meeting held at your home recently about noise 
from the Capital Beltway.  I promised to provide you with a history of the decision 
process on noise barriers along the beltway in this area.  Enclosed for your information 
is a summary of the analyses performed for the improvements to both the beltway and 
the west spur of 1-270. 

Included in this information are excerpts from the approved environmental 
documents for the improvements and agreements between SHA and CABN (Citizens 
Against Beltway Noise) and SHA and Montgomery County related to the construction 
of two noise barriers along the section of the beltway from Bradley Boulevard south to 
the Potomac River.  I am also enclosing a copy of our revised noise barrier policy. 
When we met, you or one of your neighbors mentioned that there were homes in your 
community which predated the construction of the beltway. This is different than the 
information we have been able to obtain through county records and if correct, your 
community may be eligible for consideration under our Type II or retrofit noise 
program.  I would certainly appreciate any information you could provide to help us 
verify this statement.  Please give me a call when you have had a chance to review this 
information and I would be glad to meet with you again to discuss any questions ybu 
have. 

.hades B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. John Lewis, Jr. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Mr. John Brown 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 
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9 February 13,1997 

Mr. Charles V. Adams, Director _.-. 
Environmental Design 
Maryland Department of Highways 
707 N. Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

RE:     Carderock Springs 1-495 Beltway noise 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

We live adjacent to the 1-495 Beltway's outer-loop in the Carderock Springs Subdivision 
(see attached map). I have lived next to the Beltway in Carderock for 30 years. Since I 
originally moved into the neighborhood, the Beltway has dramatically increased in size, 
grown in elevation, and has become much louder during the evenings and weekends. 

From our lower level family room and kitchen we can see the "Exit 39" sign and trucks 
moving by. From the second story of our house we can see cars and their headlights 
traveling South at night. A few years ago, the Beltway was widened and most of the 
forest which buffered our property was removed. A hill was created and pine trees 
planted along the slopes. While the hill appears impressive from the Beltway, the top is 
actually lower than the yard outside our house. Because of this difference in elevation, 
the hill does nothing to screen the traffic or to minimize the increased level of noise. 

The only real solution to reduce the noise level is to build a wall (preferably of wood) 
along the top of the hill. Even though a wall may not impede visibility from the second 
floor, it would greatly help buffer the noise and unsightliness of the Beltway from our 
family room and outdoor spaces. 

We would be glad to meet with you or others at our property or at your office to discuss 
mitigation solutions further. 

0 

1r£* 
Chris and Hailey Hanessian 
8212 Stone Trail Drive 
Bethesda,MD 20817-4556 
Office: (301) 779-4800 
Home: (301) 365-6366 

Enclosure 
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State Highway Administration 

t h 
v 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

March 18, 1997 

Mr. John Brown 
7701 Groton Drive 
BethesdaMD 20814 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

It was a pleasure to meet with you and your neighbors on March 12 to discuss 
your concerns about noise from the Capital beltway and how you may qualify for a 
noise barrier.  I'm sorry that I can't recall everyone's name but am sure we will be 
seeing one another again soon. 

I will be away from the office until March 26 and will forward the promised 
background information about previous noise barriers studies conducted for your 
community.  When you receive this information and have had a chance to review it, I 
will be glad to meet with you to answer any questions you may have.  Lastly, we'll 
heed to wait until next year for the Terps to redeem themselves, although I think they 
did exceed early expectations this past year. 

B. Adams 
Director 
Environmental Design 

J cc:    •>-' Noise Abatement Team 
Mr. Charlie Watkins 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Brown 
1131 IngateRoad 
Baltimore MD 21227 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Brown: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Parris N. Glendening about a 
noise barrier for the Riverchase community. The Governor has received your letter 
and asked that I respond on his behalf. I understand your concerns and would like to 
explain the way in which we approach situations such as yours. 

When deciding where noise barriers are constructed, there are several factors 
which must be considered. Whether, the homes predate the original construction of the 
adjacent highway, whether the noise levels equal or exceed an impact threshold 
of 66 decibels (dBA), and whether an effective noise barrier can be constructed for a 
reasonable cost. 

Through discussions with Mr. Charlie Adams, Director of SHA's Office of 
Environmental Design, it was determined that the Riverchase community is not eligible 
for noise barriers because the homes were constructed after the highway. At the 
community meeting attended by Mr. Adams, he explained that if the criteria guidelines 
were curved, and a barrier built for Riverchase, the state would then be liable to those 
communities denied barriers based on the date of development criterion. While the 
cost to build a noise barrier for your community may not seem expensive, the ultimate 
cost for those communities previously rejected due to the date of development criteria 
would cost millions of dollars which are not available. 

Thank you again for your letter. I only wish that there could be a positive 
solution to your situation. However, I hope you understand the position we must take. 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to call Mr. Charlie 
Adams at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L, Winstead 
Secretary 



Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Brown 
Page Two 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director, Environmental Design, SHA 
Mr. Parker Williams, Administrator, SHA 
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V 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Brown 

bcc:    Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
Mr. Ken Polcak, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 
Mr. Dave Malkowski, District Engineer, SHA 
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Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

October 28, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene R. Brummel 
20 Arverne Court 
Timonium MD  21029 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Brummel: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting a sound barrier along 1-83 for the Mays 
Chapel community. I would like to bring you up to date on the consideration of a sound barrier 
for your community. 

The Maryland Department of Transportation established a sound barrier policy in 1987 
to guide decision making on where barriers were built. One of the key components of that 
policy was the requirement that to be considered for a sound barrier, homes had to predate the 
highway. In December of 1996, revisions to that policy were completed and a number of 
revisions were made. One of the provisions that remained unchanged is the date of eligibility. 
The Mays Chapel community does not meet this basic criteria and cannot be considered for a 
sound barrier. While we certainly understand your concerns, the date criteria is a basic 
requirement of our noise policy. 

r 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry. A 
copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the Highway 
Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your 
information. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you should have any other questions or on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Cnarles B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
cc:       Mr. James D. Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 

My telephone number is     - 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eugene R. Brummel 
Page Two 

bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 
Administration 

Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Landscape Architecture Division, State 
Highway Administration 
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Eugene R. and Rose M. Brammel 
20 Arverne Court, Timonium, MD 21093 
9 October 1997 

% 

9 to 

Mr. Charles Adams, Director, Environmental Design 
State Highway Administration, PO Box 717 
Baltimore, MD 21203 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

This is to request your assistance in encouraging construction at the earliest possible time by the 
Maryland Department of Transportation (MDDOT) of an adequate noise barrier wall addition to 
run northerly of Timonium Road along the western side of 1-83 (the Baltimore/Harrisburg 
Expressway) in Baltimore County. This location is approximately between 1-83 EXITS 16 and 17 
where the highway borders town homes and apartments in Mays Chapel Village. 

We are owner-occupants in one of the 69 brick town houses located in Section 2 of Mays Chapel 
Village. We are located on Lot 69 approximately 300 feet west of the travel lanes of 1-83, at the 
most westerly of a group of 8 homes, shown on a copy of the subdivision plat (attached 
herewith). We and our neighbor's suffer more or less continuously from high automobile and 
truck traffic-noise levels, that evidently have increased. Northerly from our south lot line (if 
extended easterly to 1-83 right-of-way) for a distance of about 300 feet there is a gap in the 
existing earth-berm. No berm or wall was constructed in this 300' strip by the contractor who 
originally built the Mays Chapel homes, nor by the highway department. Ground elevation is 
below the pavement of 1-83 and only a thin line of trees separates the houses from highway 
traffic. Our rear yard area is most exposed to this part of the highway. Our first and second floor 
deck doors also the third floor windows must be kept closed, otherwise traffic sounds interfere 
with normal conversations in the living space inside the house. The patio and second-floor deck 
areas are essentially useless because traffic noise from 1-83 interrupts normal conversations. 
(How could the contractor have been issued a building permit that allowed this gap in the existing 
berm? Or was there no enforcement? Nevertheless, due perhaps to its small size, the existing 
earthen be'rm covered with planted trees that runs north and south of this "gap" seems to be 
ineffective as a noise barrier. Some of the trees on it also may have died this year. Noise levels 
are very noticeable almost anywhere west of the earth berm, compared with locations west of the 
wall that was built southerly from the Pinewood School grounds). 

Any effort made by you to alleviate this problem will be greatly appreciated. 

ij££ 

Sincerely, ^ 

Eiigene R. Brummel 
#W.  77)- MAu^rnyrr^jL 

Rose M. Brummel 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

PLEASE REPLY TO : 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
5111 BUCKEYSTOWN PIKE 
FREDERICK , MARYLAND 21701-8305 

^Mo\s<vlea\« • FHJ 

•T""i David instead 

" '. ; Ij Parker F. Williams 
^ « .^/->-)      :si t if Administrator 

APR 2 9 1991 

April 23, 1997 9 

Mr. Chuck Casey 
Willowood Home Owners Association 
6581 Meadowfield Court 
Elkridge, Maryland 21227 

Re: Sound Evaluation 
Willowood 

Dear Mr. Casey: 

Thank you for attending the public meeting on Wednesday, April 16, and for your phone call on 
Thursday . Your concerns with the increasing traffic noise in the Willowood development is 
understandable. Please accept my apologies for the poor responses we offered at the meeting. I had 
anticipated that our expert in these matters would be attending. However, our expert had conflicting 
meetings at that time and therefore a substitute was sent. 

I have talked with Mr. Charles Adams, our Director of Environmental Design about your 
concerns with the increase in traffic noise. The noise evaluations must be scheduled and I will notify you 
as soon as that happens. 

Additionally, I have enclosed a copy of the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration Noise Policy for your information. If you wish to have additional copies, please 
let me know. Upon review of the policy I believe you will recognize that the Willowood Development 
meets the "Noise Barriers With New Construction or Reconstruction of a State Highway (Type I)". The 
Appeals process is explained and is consistent with the comments I made regarding the complexity of the 
ultimate determination to build or not to build noise barriers. 

Again, thank you for your patience and understanding 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

Robert L. Fisher 
District Engineer 

cc: ^GrKdairis 
A. Smith 
M. Flack 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



4-30-97    2:53 PM  ; 4108594183;#  2/ 4 

O 

t 
STATE OF MARYLAND 

kFICS OP TW£ GOVERNOR 

Aoril 28, 1997 PAARIS N. GUNDENING 
r GOVEfiNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE ORCLE 
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..      -        .       .       _        ... (4l0)97-..39O1 
Mr. Louis A. Cecchim AAJ..   *^vu»  *».   >^w>» * «* WASHINGTON OFFICE 

16200 Laurel Ridge Drive ^U6 31t 
* v^vw i-u.u* w Aviugw vii TV ^^ NOflTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 

P.O. Box 215 t 
WAeH'NOro

(^SS 
Laurel MD 20707 ,»«.„«„-. 

Dear Mr. Cecchini: 

It is my pleasure to advise you that an agreement has been reached between the State 
and Prince George's County on the fiinding for the Laurel Ridge sound barrier.   This 
project, which was a personal priority of mine, was made possible by working in partnership 
with Senator Martin G. Madden, Delegates Frank Turner, Shane Pcndcrgrass, John S. 
Morgan, and County Executive Wayne Curry. 

You and your neighbors have been awaiting this much needed project for some time. 
Thank you for your patience, and I am pleased that we will be moving forward quickly with 
this important project. The design is currendy being completed and the project is expected 
to be put out for bids this Fall. Representatives from the State Highway Administration will 
contact you to schedule a community meeting to review the project details and schedule. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of Environmental Design with the State Highway Administration, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Partis N. Glcndening 
Governor 

cc:       The Honorable Wayne Curry, County Executive, Prince George's County 
The Honorable Martin G. Madden, Senate of Maryland 

' The Honorble John S. Morgan, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Shane Pendergrass, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorable Frank S. Turner, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr.. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

® 
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Of Mr. Louis A. Cecchini / 
Page Two 

bcc:   rMTT'JHmes'HaHejTeam Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 7 
fFICE OF THE GOVERNOfl . ^  ' 

Apnl 28, 1997 eoveRNon 
ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 

STATE HOUSE 
too sr^re CIRCLS 

ANNAPOLIS. MAflYLWJO 2140t 
(410) 974-3901 

Mr. John M. Cecc WAS>"NCT0
SV^ 

7004 Kepner Court ^ ^"KSral1^ 
LanhamMD 2j0706 (^^is 

TDD(410)3a3-3098 

Dear Mr. Cece: 

It is my pleasure to advise you that an agreement has been reached between the State 
and Prince George's County on the funding for noise barrier for the Kingswood/Goodluck 
Estates community. This project, which was a personal priority of mine, was made possible 
by working in partnership with Senator Leo E. Green, Delegates Joan Pitkin, James 
Hubbard, Mary Conroy, and County Executive Wayne Cuny. 

You and your neighbors have been awaiting this much needed project for some time. 
Thank you for your patience, and I am pleased that we will be moving forward quickly with 
this important project. The design is currently being completed and the project is expected 
to be put out for bids this Fall. Representatives from the State Highway Administration will 
contact you to schedule a community meeting to review the project details and schedule.  In 
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, 
Director of Environmental Design with the State Highway Administration, who may be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

QGASAJ^ //* */!!2C4+9/UL>—j> 
Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

cc:      The Honorable Wayne Curry, County Executive, Prince George's County 
The Honorable Mary Conroy, Maryland House of Delegates 

. The Honorable Leo E. Green, Senate of Maryland   
The Honorable James Hubbard, Maryland House of Delegates 
The Honorble Joan Pitkin, Maryland House of Delegates 
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
The Honorable David L. Winstead, Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 

© 
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Mr. John Cece \*\ 
Page Two Oy 

bcc:   CMr.'James-Hade—team Leader, Noise Abatement Team, State Highway 
Administration 

Mr. Charlie Watkins, District 3 Engineer, State Highway Administration 
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David L. Winstead 

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretarv 

State Highway Administration ^     ^1^; •l,iams 

September 12, 1997 

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Colburn 
81 Blondell Court 
Timonium MD  21093 ,/.,. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Colburn: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Baltimore County Executive Ruppersberger 
regarding noise issues along 1-83.   I have received a copy of the Director of Public Works, 
Mr. Charles Olsen's, response to your inquiry and would like to bring you up to date on the 
subject of sound barriers for the Mays Chapel Village community. 

Your community is not eligible for a barrier because the homes were built after the 
construction of the highway.  The date criterion as defined in our noise policy only allows 
for consideration of barriers for communities where the majority of impacted homes existed 
prior to the highway. 

I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to your inquiry.   A 
copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise policy and the Highway 
Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration are enclosed for your 
information. 

Again, thank you for your letter.   If you should have any other questions on this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who 
may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

r 

cc:       The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Baltimore County Executive 
Mr. Charles R. Olsen, Director, Baltimore County Department of Public Works 
M^daTnesrD^HMet Noise Abatement Team Leader, State Highway 

Administration 
My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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^\ Baltimore County 

Department of Public Works V 

Office of the Director 
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue 
Towson, Maryland 21204 

(410) 887-3300 
Fax: (410) 887-3406 

August 22, 1997 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Colburn 
81 Blondell Court 
Timonium, Maryland 21093 

RE:  I-83/Sound Barriers 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Colburn: 

Thank you for your recent letter 
regarding noise barriers along 1-83. 

to County Executive Ruppersberger 

As you may be aware the State Highway Administration revised their 
sound barrier policy late last year. It is our understanding that they are 
currently reevaluating a number of community situations including several 
along 1-83. They expect to have their assessment completed by the end of 
the summer. 

I have asked Mr. Charles Adams, State Highway Administration's Director 
of Environmental Design to contact you directly with the results. If you 
have additional questions and need to contact hijn directly, he can be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

• Signed by Charles R. Olsen 

Charles R. Olsen, Director 
Department of Public Works 

CRO:Ivd 

cc: Tha Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
.^jf'. Charles Adams, SHA 

Prinlod with Soybean Ink 
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Baltimore County 
Department of Public Works 
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Office of the Director 
111 W. Chesapeake Avenue 
Towson, Maryland 21204 Vv 

(410) 887-3300, 
Fax: (410) 887-3406' 

/ 

A 
August 22,   1997 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Colburn 
81 Blondell Court 
Timonium, Maryland 21093 

RE:  I-83/Sound Barriers 

Dear Mr..& Mrs. Colburn: 

Thank you for your recent letter 
regarding noise barriers along 1-83. 

to County Executive Ruppersberger 

As you may be aware the State Highway Administration revised their 
sound barrier policy late last year. It is our understanding that they, are 
currently reevaluating a number of community situations including several 
along 1-83. They expect to have their assessment completed by the end of 
the summer. 

I have asked Mr. Charles Adams, State Highway Administration's Director 
of Environmental Design to contact you directly with the results. If you 
have additional questions and need to contact him directly, he can be 
reached at (410) 545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

Signed by Charles R. Olsen 

Charles R. Olsen, Director , 
Department of Public Works 

CRO:lvd 

cc:  The. Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
.^JH^.   Charles Adams, SHA 

•r-.    Printed wrlh Soybean Ink 
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% _ . Parris N. Glendenlng 
Maryland Department of Transportation ^      Governor 

Secretary 
The Secretary's Office V David L. Wlnstead 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

October 3, 1997 

Ms. Sharon Love Cole 
1 Woodholme Village Court 
PikesvilleMD 21208 

Dear Ms. Cole: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding noise from 1-695. I understand your 
concerns and I will explain the way in which we approach situations such as yours. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA) noise abatement program has 
two elements referred to as Type I and Type II. Type I noise barriers, if warranted, are 
built in conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. 
When deciding where to build a barrier, we perform an environmental analysis during the 
highway planning process to see whether future noise levels will equal or exceed an impact 
threshold and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes must 
predate the approval date of the highway improvements to be considered for this program. 
Currently, the noise threshold level that must be met or exceeded is 66 decibels (dBA). 

The Type n (retrofit) program, involves the construction of noise barriers for 
communities along existing highways.  For communities to qualify, they must pre-date the 
original highway.  One intent of this program is to provide a way to address areas of noise 
impact that may have resulted from highway construction that occurred before noise impact 
analyses became a part of the highway development process.  Analysis will determine if 
existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact threshold. If so, further evaluation is 
performed to see if an effective barrier can be built for a reasonable cost.  I assure you each 
of the communities protected by noise barriers meet all of the applicable criteria for either 
the Type I or Type II program. 

The noise walls that are currently being constructed between MD 140 and 1-83 for the 
communities which you noted post-date the construction of 1-695 and qualify under the Type 
I component of our noise policy. These walls are being built as part of the Beltway 
widening project.   Currently there are no plans to widen the Beltway between Reisterstown 
Road and Old Court Road.  The I-695/I-795 interchange was constructed to accommodate 
future widening projects on either side of the interchange.  The noise walls currently under 
construction on 1-695 between 1-70 and US 40 are Type II walls.  The majority of the houses 
within the project limits bordering 1-695 pre-dated the highway. 

My telephone number Is 410-865-1000 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 ® 
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The majority of the homes in your community were constructed in 1978, 
approximately one year after the approval of the I-695/I-795 interchange on January 27, 1977 
and therefore are not eligible for a barrier.  I regret that we cannot provide you with a more 
positive response to your inquiry.  A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource 
Guide and our noise policy are enclosed for your information. 

Again thank you for your letter.   If you need additional information regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of 
Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 

«      Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 



Ms. Sharon Love Cole 
Page Three 

bcc: . . 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
I Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Fred Eisen, OED/LAD/NAT -- SEPTEMBER 17, 1997 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration "i 

# 
David L Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

BATE:      df&'lf 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN  Noise Abatement Design 

and Analysis Section 

TO: 

FROM: 

~       .(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

I      (NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE^ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES 
(Including Cover Sheet) 

(NAME/OFFICE/TELEPHONE) 

Please forward this transmittal to the appropriate person as soon as possible.  If you 
have any problems with this transaction, please call our office at (410) 545-8641. The 
telephone number for the FAX machine at State Highway Administration's Office of 
Environmental Design is (410) 209-5003. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

ADpiTIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS 

f 
%&&+&•,' 

4*. (^p/Vsp/p^- 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or S| 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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From: Philip Troll 
To: IRENE, SHARON 
Date: September 16, 1997 (Tuesday) 10:47am 
Subject: ADDITION TO OUR MAILING LIST 

4 1 A 

Hi folks, 

I just had a nice long talk with a Ms. Karen Cook, with the A.A. Cty. Council 
about the Riverview situation.  She was totally unaware of Mrs. Storm's 
activisim and the ongoing form letter camapaigns from those two communitites. 
The short version is she is now up to speed and wants to be includedon the 
mailing list. 

Here is the info I rec'vd from her: 

Karen Cook 
Anne Arundel County Council 
Post Office Box #2700 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

I don't think, and she made no reference to her being Pres of the Council -- 
but you may want to check the Orange and Black book to check a title if any. 

Thanks, 
P 

CC: JIM 
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Ms. Sharon Love Cole 
1 Woodholme Village Court 
Pikesville, Maryland 21208 

Dear Ms. Cole: 

Thank you for your letter concerning noise from 1-695.1 understand your concerns and 
would like to explain the way in which we approach situations such as yours. 

The Maryland State Highway Administration's (SHA), noise abatement program has 
two elements referred to as Type I and Type II. With the Type I program, noise barriers, if 
warranted, are built in conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing 
highways   When deciding where to build a barrier, we perform an environmental analysis 
during the highway planning process, to see whether future noise levels will equal or exceed 
an impact threshold and, if so, whether they can be reduced for a reasonable cost. The homes 
must predate the approval date of the highway improvements to be considered for tins 
program. Currently, the noise threshold level that must be met or exceeded is 66 decibels 

(dBA). 

The Type II (retrofit) program, involves the construction of noise barriers for 
communities along existing highways. For communities to qualify, they must pre-date the 
original highway. One intent of this program is to provide a way to address areas of noise 
impact thaf may have resulted from highway construction that occurred before environmental 
analysis became a part of the highway development process. Analysis will determine if 
existing noise levels equal or exceed the impact threshold. If so, further evaluation is 
pe formed to see if an effective barrier can be built for a reasonable cost. I assure you each of 
Sie communities protected by noise barriers meet all of the applicable criteria for either the 

Type I or Type II program. 

The noise walls that are currently being constructed between MD 140 and 1-83 for the 
communities which you noted post-date the construction of 1-695 qualify under our Type I 
norpolicy. These walls are being built as part of the Beltway wideningnproject. Currently 
"here are no plans to widen the Beltway between Reisterstown Road and Old Court Ro«L The 
I-695/I-795 interchange was constructed to accommodate future widemng projects on either 
side of the interchange. The noise walls currently under construction on 1-695 between 1-70 
and US 40 are Type II walls. The majority of the houses within the project limits bordering 

1-695 pre-dated the highway. 
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Ms. Sharon Love Cole 
Page Two 

The majority of the homes in your community were constructed in 1978, approximately 
one year after the approval of the I-695/I-795 interchange on January 27, 1977 and therefore 
not eligible for a barrier. I regret that we cannot provide you with a more positive response to 
your inquiry. A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide and our noise 
policy are enclosed for your information. 

Once again thank you for your interest in our noise abatement program.   If you need 
additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Charles 
Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, who may be reached at 410-545-8640. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures:    Community Resource Guide 
Noise Policy 

cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, State Highway 
Administration . . 

Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration 

t 
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Ms. Sharon Love Cole 
Page Three 

bcc: 
Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, Landscape Architecture Division, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, State Highway 

Administration 
Ms. Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, Office of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, Office of Environmental Design, State 

Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Fred Eisen, OED/LAD/NAT -- SEPTEMBER 17, 1997 

D:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\COLE915.DLW     09/18/97 1:46 PM 
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Pkcs>«e.Manit«id 21208 

^ 

RECEIVED 

SECRETARY DEPARTMtw^ 
OF TRANSPORTATION^ 

S£P J9.1$J 
Mr. David LWnstead   
Seoemy of the Depatmsit of Transponadoa 
P.O. Box8755-"ElmHo«J   '  
B.WI Airport. Maryland 21240 

DearMf-Wiostead, 

0keaflsrmtf«irtad9rtLw^p,^S^m^^GrS State widened 695 narourhoiuetDadda 

beuo1 o^ we are worse on Because mw auuw»»"» 

ia obtaining noise banwcB. Why? 

*-, T ,.« emov a ouiet evening sioing on my back porch, listening to the 

sound of crickets. Ins^Iheartmc^enHasencyeq^^ 

cc. Governor Panis Gendeoing 
\fr. Chadie Adams. 
Mr.Fredfisen 

I 
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•O Mary/and Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office ^ 

A' <\ 
Parrla N. Glendenlng 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

John D. Porcarl 
Deputy Secretary 

December 19, 1997 

Ms. Stell Congdon 
President 
Lake of the Pines Community Association 
P.O. Box 57 
Davidsonville MD 21035 

Dear Ms. Congdon: 

Thank you for your recent letter and petitions regarding noise issues along US 50 in 
Prince George's County. I appreciate the opportunity to update you on the subject of noise 
abatement and the Lake of the Pines community. 

Our noise abatement policy allows us to consider mitigation for communities in which 
the homes impacted by highway noise were built before the Federal Highway Administration 
approved the highway improvements.  The State Highway Administration (SHA) has 
determined the majority of the impacted homes in your community post-date approval of the 
work on US 50 and therefore do not qualify for sound barriers.  While I certainly understand 
your concerns, the date criterion is a basic requirement of our policy. 

Again, thank you for your letter.  I regret we cannot provide you with a more 
positive response.  A copy of SHA's Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, our noise 
policy and the Highway Traffic Noise brochure from the Federal Highway Administration 
are enclosed for your use.  If you need additional information regarding this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, SHA's Director of Environmental Design, 
who may be reached at 410-545-8640 or, toll free, at 1-800-446-5962. 

Sincerely, 

Q^iw^jfcf 
David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
cc:       Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of Environmental Design, 

State Highway Administration 
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administraror, State Highway Administration 

865-1000 
My telophone number is (410)-_ 

Toll Fro© Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342 
Pott Office Box 87SS, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 2124O-0755 

& 



Ms. Stell Congdon . ^ 
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bcc:     Ms. Sharon Blankenship, Secretary, SHA 
Ms. Claire DeBakey, Special Assistant to the Administrator, SHA 
m *- Leslie Frelow, Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, MDOT 

James Hade, Noise Abatement Team Leader, SHA 
John Lewis, Jr., State Legislative Officer, MDOT 
Charles K. Watkins, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Philip Troll, Noise Abatement Team, SHA 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT -- December 11, 1997 
SERIAL:       #9782 

E:\CORRESP\1997\DRAFTS\CONG1126.DLW      12/11/97 4:37 PM 
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^ 
^ 

Mr. David LWinsiead 
Scaclaty of Thnwpffltfllwn 

t' 
P.O.BoxSTSS 
BWlAiiport, Maryland 2124(W)7S5 

DearMr.Winstead: 

RECEIVED 

fiEOSTARY DEPARTMENT 
DE XRANSPOftTATION 

r^ ^.haif rf the Tesideni* of Lake rftfac^iim Commimity of PavidBOnvilk, Bid, we would 
like to formally issue an appeal to the State Higjiway Administration rcgan^ their decision to 
not infittpontt noise dtttaaeotttnieiBtii^telrr'''^ """'l—"-**''—**,VMm,,»on* ^ 

Secondly -wc would like to point out several ciroumstnnces vfiotto fertbfircon^oBndfheBecdfiw 
these bairiexs and would entail areexamination of our Commumv based on the guidelines as set 

Initial Decision Appeal: 

It is our understanding, after meeting with Mfc Cfaaries Adams of yourDepamnemthai 
att^ time of ^eEnvimmngnal Impact Review in tfas early gQ'sitwas the State's policy 
toonlycoaadererW^/esl&wefl^sirMCftwind 
E commnnitr ^T p-T*-^ •"MI"' *" fffitatf P**'^ ^f"" Levela- 

Lake rf&ePines is a community of 57 homes wfth development ^ filed wflh Anne 
Anmdel Couaw in 1974. SeveitHive pervent C7S%) of these homes were already 
constructed at the time of this initial evaluation. However the iwnainingtweaiy-fiye 
oereeat (2S%) were not UnfaiunatelyttB&tqrainmg homes, which were oonrtructed . 
Sdinthimidtt^wetetomMt^^lvtewidemyof^SO 
their location on Village Late Dm* which isa4|tt«^P«»^toR«aieao.   i 
Construction and completion of this Route 50 pi^ect occulted inlheeW 90 8 mer^ 
these homes had been bought and occupied-.fcr seweol years. Recenttesong(SpniiJ 97) 
SLmtiiataaampleoftheschoaieseatt^the^doribelfliic^ , 
f|epartppw» fix ^fyT^ine piigitwlity fbrpoiig ahwtwnent consideration. 

Subsequent Considerations: 

•   larastaJteBteSOfiomfOTteHKlaMn*^^ 
additional 50%. However because of the linkage wilhIiiteistate97asamaior , 
thraway attemate «0r imerstate traffic finm BaWmore to Ridunondourcommwdty 
has sea a major inenase in volume ail in particular truck traffic. IhesetrudBam 
the miuorconmlwlorto the noise problem and ra 
dock (between midnight aa 6 AM) tmkm days a week. 
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• Ra»m laws ImveiffecludedtnadcM^ fern Rmite 424 betw^ 
Tins has farther contributed 19 Rome SO as a bypass by dump truck traah trucks fiom 
New York andNewJerscy enroute to thslaodfiU accused by souiibound Route 424. 

• The increasethis year in the posted speed limit from 55 to 65 miles per hour has 
craafled aa increase in tire and engine noise as well as the volume oftraffic (care per 
hour). 

• The widening of Route 50 took with it much of the natural tree buffer that had existed 
between the existing houses and the original four lane roadway. This has not only 
impacted, at least on a perceptual basis, the noise factor but has insrodoced a visual 
impact aaweU. 

• 1 ' 'f- , 

Conclusion: 
• i . i 

1 

We, the residents of Late of the Pines Community, based on the evidence presented 
above and by our dgnatwcj (attached) believe that a seauessmeat under the current 
Noise Policy of the Maryland State Highway Administration is in artier. 

• • 

, We further conclude that our review should take precedence over other more recent 
appeals due to the "aandfiAaiBd* ovmieht in the aririnal Ffoi ^yf^p^t TTrirt 
Statameiitofl982. 

Should you have any questions pertaining to this appeal and petition please feel fiee to 
contact grthftT the waiter (301051^6440) or Hab Sheppard (301^58.0302) who is 
Chainnanofthe Spepal Committee which was appohttedbytheBoaidtoaddressthis 
serious issue of Noise Abatement 

Vo/ttuly yours. 

StellCongdon [/ 
President v 
Lake of the Pines 

Conmumity Association 
P.O. Bon 57 
DavidsonvillcMD 21035 

oc;     Mir. Charles B. Adams, Director, SHA Office of Esviionmeotal Design 
Mn Parker F. Williams, Administrator, SKA 
Mr. Paul D.Annstrong, SHA District #5 Engmeer 
State Senator Robert NftiU 
State Delegate Robert C. Baldwin ; 
State Delegate Janet Greenip        J 
State Delegate Marsha G. Perry 
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$ 

We, the undersigned residents of the Lake of the Pines Community, fully support the pursuit 
and construction of adequate Noise Abatement Banien between oor Community and Route 
50 by the Maryland State Highway Adttiuistralaon in cooperation with Federal and Local 
government! and their agents. 

NAME(Signature) AI>5BESS(streetonly) 

DavidsonviUcMD 21033 

JerZl   A^jJt lAAujt £&€«7f- 

DavidsonvilleMD 21035 

Davidsonville.MD2103S 

Q,<^M[.lAh«^     -noi viutog.itictiii/6. 

§^9&- 

DavidsQnville.K4n 21035 

p^vidsonviUe. MD 21035 

Dflvidsonville-MD2103S 

^+7f(^itU^ ir*itf«+u»4it& 
Davidsonville- MD 21035 

/&%? VB*. 

j^Jfri/rt- ^cUe*^ p^vidsonville.MD 21035  
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We, the undersigned residents of the Lake of the Pines Commnnity, folly support the porsnit 
and constmctioii of adequate Noise Abateaeot Barriers between onr Community and Route 
50 by the Maryland State Highway Administration in cooperation with Federal and Local 
governments and their agents. 

MM£(SigiisUire) 

i  iiffi>ftr*^' 

ADDRESS(streetODly) 

Davidsonville. MD 21035 

l-Lli Viustet Lav*    /)/? 

Davidsormlle.MD 21035       ; 

Davidsimvme.MD 21035 

David«>nviUe.MD 21035 

Davidsonvme.MD 21035         

Davidsonvaie. MD 21035         

Davidsonville.MD 21035         

Davidsonville. MD 21035        
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We, the uadenisiBed nadeatB of the Lake of die Fines Commtuiify, fiiDy support the pursuit 
and canBtruetiotk of adaquato Noise AbatsaoBtBarriMB between' oar Commwrity iui4 Roate 
SO by ae Maryland SUteHighi^yAdmioi8t?^tk)B in cooperatiop with Fedei^an^ Local 
governments and their ageots. 

NAMtfSigMtniel 

^.^ 

svL***-   /£J*^&*&^s 

APDRESSratreetOBlY^ 

naviVlcnnville Mn^l035 

Davidsfliiville.MDilOSS  

Davidsonvflle. MD 21035 

^ga^ f4uSS&p- 

PavidMmville. MD 21035 

Z-^CEJC^JrPc 
n^afcffppfo MD2103S 

Dairidamvfl1e.MD 21035 
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We, the cndenigned residate of the Lake of the Kxws ComDwity, folly support the pursuit 
and coartmetiui of adequate Nolle Abatement Barrien between onr Community aad Route 
<$ fry ffrw MftTy^^n^ S*«*» mghgay Adminhteation in cooperatipa with Federal and Local 
governments and their agents. 

HAMECSigiiature) ^BMSS(»treetoiily) 

>21035 ^pi 
[ftte^juyfj     •.••'      AZJ^ ^///^^ W^ &^^ 

kjL^jb      UlkjULlAXs ! DavidfiomnlTft. MD3103$  

•gtfoL,  Lb^Jw^' '     SCUT  Qj^rf^lC^/cw" 

Davidsonville.MD 21035          

DavidgoaviUe>MD2103S 

DavidsonviUe Mn21Q33 
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State Highway Administration 
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August 5, 1997 

Parris N. Glendening 
Governor 

David L. Winstead 
Secretary 

Parker F. Williams 
Administrator 

Mr. Richard Cronin 
244 Kirkley Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Cronin: 

Enclosed is the copy of the revised consultant's report which you requested on the 
recent highway traffic noise measurements conducted in the Riverview Manor and 
Lindamoor communities adjacent to US 50 in Anne Arundel County. The report includes 
a summary and discussion of the results, as well as maps and diagrams showing the exact 
locations where each test was conducted. 

Enclosed for your use, is a copy of the State Highway Administration (SHA) 
Sound Barrier Community Resource Guide, as well as a copy of our current noise policy. 
I hope you found the information we faxed to you for the meeting on July 30, to be 
informative and helpful in answering some of your fellow homeowners concerns. 

A number of communities that experience traffic noise impacts similar to the 
Riverview Manor and Lindamoor area are presently being evaluated and reviewed by 
SHA. Once these analyses are finished, a priority list will be established for those 
communities where noise barriers are determined to be warranted. We anticipate that this 
review will be concluded by the end of this summer and we will contact you with the 
results as they become available. 

Thank for your continuing interest in this issue. In the meantime, if you should 
have any other questions or concerns on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. 
James Hade of our Noise Abatement Team, who may be reached at (410) 545-8599. 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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'(j^k bcc:   {Noise'Abatement Team; State Highway Administration 

Drafted by: Philip Troll, OED/LAD/NAT - August 1, 1997 
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Mr. Richard Cronin 

^B| Page Two 

Enclosures 

cc:      James Hade, RLA, Team Leader for Noise Abatement, SHA 


